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DPP Contests the Financial Crimes Commission Act

delicate balance between authority and ac-

countability often determines the effectiveness
and integrity of institutions. This equilibrium is cur-
rently under scrutiny, as the Director of Public Pro-
secutions (DPP) entered in the Supreme Court an
Application for Constitutional Relief, challenging
the newly established Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (FCC) and its legislative underpinning, the
Financial Crimes Commission Act 2023. The FCC
is charged with absorbing three existing financial
frauds and money-laundering agencies: the anti-
corruption agency (ICAC), the Integrity Reporting
Services Agency and the Financial Intelligence
Unit. At the heart of this legal battle lies a funda-
mental question: does the establishment of the
FCC tip the scales of power to the Executive,
potentially compromising constitutional principles?

The FCC Act, enacted with the objective of
combating financial crimes, confers upon the
Commission sweeping powers to investigate, pro-
secute, and adjudicate cases related to financial
malfeasance without any safeguards or checks
and balances. Files need no longer be transmitted
to the DPP’s Office for legal views. The Director
General, the FCC and its Commissioners cannot
be challenged, their decisions subjected to judicial
review in Courts of law or sued for gross malfea-
sance. Equally worrisome is the fact that it can dis-
continue, in its absolute discretion, any investiga-
tions into financial fraud or corruption charges
against any individual. Central to the controversy
surrounding this legislation are concerns raised by
the DPP in his plea regarding the delineation of
powers vis-a-vis the traditional prosecutorial pre-
rogatives of his Office.

One of the primary bones of contention is the
FCC’s autonomy in decision-making processes.
Unlike traditional prosecutorial structures where
the DPP holds sway over the initiation and discon-
tinuation of investigations, the FCC wields consi-
derable discretion in these matters, seemingly
sidelining the DPP’s constitutional authority. This
departure from established norms has sparked
fears of unchecked power and potential abuse
within the FCC.

Furthermore, the lack of provisions mandating
communication and collaboration between the
FCC and the DPP exacerbates concerns regar-
ding transparency and accountability. The absence
of a robust framework for information sharing could
impede the DPP’s ability to fulfil its constitutional
obligations, hampering the pursuit of justice and

In the domain of governance and justice, the

impinging upon the rule of law.

The power to compound offences, granted
exclusively to the FCC without the DPP’s prior
authorization, represents another contentious
issue. Compounding offences effectively preclude
the DPP from pursuing criminal proceedings, rai-
sing questions about the Commission’s unchecked
authority and its impact on prosecutorial indepen-
dence. This unilateral power wielded by the FCC
has sparked fears of executive overreach and
potential erosion of judicial oversight.

In essence, the FCC Act, passed by a simple
majority, represents a significant shift in Mauritius’
constitutional and legal landscape, redefining the
balance of powers between the FCC and the DPP.
While proponents argue that centralized authority
enhances efficiency and coordination in combating
financial crimes, critics contend that it undermines
the foundational principles of democracy and se-
paration of powers while opening the door to risks
of political expediency and more of the abhorrent
“vendetta” politics that have scarred the country
since 2015.

Moreover, the composition and appointment
process of key FCC personnel have come under
scrutiny. The Act grants the President authority to
appoint Commissioners and the Director-General,
(the “consultation” with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is purely perfunctory) raising concerns about
political influence and the potential for partisan
agendas to permeate the Commission’s opera-
tions. This lack of independence and accountabili-
ty further undermines public trust in the FCC’s abi-
lity to execute its mandate impartially.

Beyond the legal ramifications, the controversy
surrounding the FCC Act has broader implications
for Mauritius’ governance and anti-corruption
efforts. At stake is not merely the delineation of
powers between institutions but the very fabric of
democracy and accountability. The FCC's un-
checked authority could undermine public confi-
dence in the justice system, eroding the foundation
of trust upon which democratic societies thrive.

The FCC Act represents a watershed moment
in Mauritius’ legal and constitutional journey. The
clash between the FCC and the DPP underscores
the complexities inherent in balancing authority
and accountability in a democracy. It is imperative
for Mauritius to uphold the rule of law and protect
democratic institutions from undue political interfe-
rence, lest the pillars of justice crumble under the
weight of unchecked power.
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Socratic Dialogue

By Plutonix

scent of samosas mingles with the aroma of political

! midst the hustle and bustle of Mauritian streets, where the

intrigue, two unlikely companions find themselves
embroiled in a comical commentary on the impending elections.
Socrates, the wise yet eccentric philosopher, and Cephalus,

a seasoned observer of the political circus, engage in a
delightful dialogue that dances between satire and sage wisdom.
As they get ready to deal with the maze of Mauritian democracy,

their talk guarantees both laughs and understanding about
the silliness of election tricks.

TIME TO EXPRESS CONDITTONAL LOVE

Socrates: Greetings, dear
Cephalus! How fares the world
of politics in our beloved Mau-
ritius?

Cephalus: Ah, Socrates,
always the curious philosopher!
Well, let me tell you, the political
landscape is as chaotic as ever,
especially with the upcoming
elections looming over us like a
storm cloud.

Socrates: Elections, you
say? Ah, the pinnacle of demo-
cracy! But tell me, Cephalus,
what is this race for electoral
tickets that | hear of? It sounds
like a grand chariot race of ambi-
tion and intrigue!

Cephalus: Indeed, Socrates,
it is a spectacle to behold! You
see, the leaders of our esteemed
political parties hold the keys to
these electoral tickets, which are
like golden tickets to the choco-
late factory of power.

Socrates: Fascinating! And

do they distribute these tickets
with the wisdom of Athena, con-
sidering the virtues and merits of
the candidates?

Cephalus: Ha! If only,
Socrates! No, it seems the crite-
ria for ticket allocation are more
akin to a game of dice than a
judgment of character. Caste,
community, and religious affilia-
tion often take precedence over
competence and integrity.

Socrates: How curious! So,
one’s fate in the political arena is
determined by the luck of birth
rather than the strength of cha-
racter?

Cephalus: Precisely, So-
crates! It's what some would call
“scientific communalism” or
“scientific casteism.” The leaders
calculate the demographics of
each constituency and select
candidates accordingly, like
pieces on a chessboard.

® Cont. on page 15
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Pensions de vieillesse et finances publiques

i’rakash Neerohoo
—

eécidément, la pension de vieillesse sera I'un des
Dpoints forts de la campagne électorale en vue

des élections générales qui devraient avoir lieu
cette année. En révisant a la hausse le baréme des
pensions pour toutes les catégories de pensionnées
avant le prochain budget, le gouvernement n’a-t-il pas
signalé qu’il entend bien faire de cette question son
dada?

De son cbté, I'opposition parlementaire ne veut

Ayant recu le message cing sur cing, le gouverne-
ment a donc choisi d’avancer la date de la nouvelle
mesure au 1er avril 2024 (au lieu du 1er juin) pour apai-
ser la colére des ainés face au co(t élevé de la vie. En
effet, le gouvernement a fait encore mieux en introdui-
sant un nouveau baréme de pensions qui accorde une
augmentation de 21% en moyenne a tous les pen-
sionnés, sans oublier les bénéficiaires d’autres presta-
tions sociales tels que les orphelins, les invalides et les
veuves (voir le Tableau 1).

pas laisser le gouvernement monopoliser cette Table 1: Social Benefits

thématique et elle a exprimé sa volonté de mainte-

nir le nouveau baréme des pensions s'’il accéde au Before | After Annual
pouvaoir. April1, | March |Increase| Rate of | Amount

Le 31 décembre 2023, le gouvernement avait Age (yrs) 2024 |31,2024| Rs | increase  (Rs)
annoncé une augmentation de la pension de vieil- Monthly | Monthly 13
lesse de Rs 12 000 a Rs 13 500 pour les pen- | Pensioners: Rs Rs months
sionnés ageés entre 75 et 89 ans a partir du 1er jan- )
vier 2024. |l laissait alors entendre que cette me- B 11U s 2 2| L0, s
sure serait étendue aux pensionnés de 60 a 74 ans 65-74 12,000 | 14,500 2,500 21% | 188,500
jdueix:s le budget 2024-25 prévu pour fin mai/début 75-89 13,500 16,000 2,500 19% | 208,000

. u 0,

Or, le 12 mars 2024, le gouvernement a 90-99 19,710] 23,710) 4,000 20% | 308,230
annoncé que la pension de vieillesse de Rs 13 500 100 + 23,710 28,710| 5,000 21% | 373,230
par mois sera accordée, a partir du 1er avril 2024, | paneficiaries:

a tous les pensionnés ageés entre 60 et 74 ans.
. ) Orphans 10,000 | 13,500 3,500 35% | 175,500
Nouveau baréme des pensions -
Invalids 11,000 | 13,500 2,500 23% | 175,500

Qu’est-ce qui a causé cet empressement pré- ; .

budgétaire? Depuis I'annonce du 31 décembre | Widows 11,000) 13,500] 2,500 23% | 175,500

2023, une colére palpable s’était emparée des
pensionnés de 60 a 74 ans, qui se croyaient victimes
d’un traitement discriminatoire. Cette colére était sans
doute en partie responsable de la faible assistance a la
féte de I'indépendance le 12 mars.

C’est un signe que les élections générales ne sont
pas loin. Selon toute probabilité, elles auront lieu aprés
le prochain budget 2024-25 afin de permettre au gou-
vernement de capitaliser sur le sentiment de bien-étre
(feel-good factor) que la nouvelle

6 ¢La population mauricienne connait un tassement avec I’émigration
croissante des jeunes et la baisse du taux de natalité. La population
mauricienne a baissé de 1 262 249 en juillet 2022 a 1 260 767 en juillet
2023, soit une diminution de 1 482 personnes. On prévoit une
décroissance de la population dans les années a venir. La population
économiquement active (15-64 ans) ne sera pas suffisante pour soutenir
économiquement le nombre de bénéficiaires du troisieme age...”

mesure est censée apporter dans
le pays.

Dans l'absolu, une augmenta-
tion des prestations sociales de
21% en moyenne n’est pas négli-
geable en ces temps de forte infla-
tion, comme [lindiquent les prix
élevés des produits de consomma-
tion courante sur le marché.

Mais il faut relativiser en com-
parant cette augmentation a l'infla-
tion cumulative entre décembre
2019 et décembre 2023, période
durant laquelle la pension de
vieilles n'a pas été réajustée du
tout, contrairement aux salaires,
qui ont été compensés chaque
année pour la hausse du colt de la
vie. Pour rappel, au méme
moment, les salariés, eux, avaient
recu une compensation de la
hausse du colt de la vie chaque
année.

Inflation cumulative

Comme l'indique le Tableau 2,
I'inflation cumulative de février
2019 a février 2024 a été de

30,3%. Par exemple, un article qui codtait Rs 100 en
février 2019 a vu son prix passer a Rs 132,76 en février
2024 sous l'effet de l'inflation cumulative. Cette inflation,
rappelons-le, est principalement causée par la dépré-
ciation de la roupie de 30% durant cette période par rap-
port aux devises étrangéres. Les transactions pour nos
importations sont libellées en devises étrangéres. La
roupie s’est dépréciée de 35% par rapport au dollar
ameéricain en cing ans.

Lorsque I'on compare I'augmentation de 21% des
prestations sociales au taux d’inflation cumulative, on se
rend compte que le pouvoir d’achat n’est pas compléte-
ment rétabli.

A Maurice, la pension n’est pas indexée automati-
quement sur l'inflation chaque année, contrairement
aux salaires, qui sont réajustés par une compensation
du colt de la vie. Si tel avait été le cas, comme dans
d’autres pays ou il existe un mécanisme de stabilisation
des salaires et des pensions en fonction de la hausse
du co(t de la vie, il n’y aurait pas eu lieu de faire de la
question des pensions une mesure électoraliste tous les
cing ans.

Table 2: Cumulative inflation

Feb | Feb | Feb | Feb | Feb | Feb |Increase
Year 2019 [ 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
Annualisedrate% | 08| 21| 12 9 11 62| 303
Price (Rs) 100 | 102.1 {103.33 | 112.62 | 125.01 | 132.76 328

Il N’y a aucune garantie que la dépréciation de la
roupie cessera, puisqu’elle est un moyen d’accroitre les
gains en roupies de la Banque centrale sur ses réserves
en devises étrangéres, ce qui lui permet de créer des
fonds mis a la disposition du gouvernement pour finan-
cer son déficit budgétaire (Rs 78 milliards transférées a
I'Etat en deux ans). La dépréciation sert également les
intéréts de I'Etat puisque le renchérissement des pro-
duits importés, qui comptent pour 90% de la consom-
mation locale, entraine une augmentation des recettes
de la TVA sur les prix de vente. Ces mémes recettes
sont versées dans la caisse publique pour payer les
prestations sociales (en sus de la CSG pergue comme
une taxe sur les salaires dans le secteur prive).

Politique sociale

Il est sans doute au crédit de toute société de
prendre soin de ses citoyens du troisieme age, mais
encore faut-il avoir les moyens de sa politique sociale.
Cette tache devient ardue sans une maitrise de l'infla-
tion par la stabilisation de la roupie et par une politique
de production locale de substitution d’importations dans
la mesure du possible. Une politique sociale généreuse
nécessite plus de ressources financieres pour financer
les prestations sociales. Avec le nouveau baréme des
prestations, le budget annuel de la Sécurité sociale
s’éléve a Rs 58,5 milliards pour 310 643 bénéficiaires
(voir le Tableau 3). Les augmentations des prestations
sociales colteront une somme additionnelle de Rs 10,2
milliards par année. Avant la hausse du 1er avril 2024,
le budget social annuel était de Rs 48,3 milliards.

® Suite en page 8
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Elections en Inde 2024: e BJP vise

Par A. Bartleby

es élections générales de I'Inde se
I dérouleront en sept phases entre
avril et mai 2024, a annoncé la
Commission électorale. Les résultats
seront annonceés le 4 juin, a déclaré le chef
de la Commission électorale, Rajiv Kumar,
lors d’une conférence de presse. Les son-
dages d’opinion prédisent une victoire
pour le Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) de
Narendra Modi et ses alliés, qui vise un
troisitme mandat au pouvoir.

Plus de deux douzaines de partis d’op-
position, dont le Congrées, ont formé une
grande alliance politique - appelée
I'Alliance Nationale de Développement
Inclusif de I'lnde ou INDIA - pour affronter
le BJP lors de ces élections. Le Bharatiya
Janata Party, dirigé par M. Modi, avait rem-
porté un nombre étonnant de 303 siéges
sur 543 aux élections de 2019. Cette
année, le parti a pour objectif de remporter
au moins 370 sieges, sachant que la
Chambre basse de I'lnde compte 543
siéges élus, et tout parti ou coalition a
besoin d’'au moins 272 députés pour for-
mer un gouvernement.

Les élections démocratiques en Inde
seront les plus grandes que le monde n’ait
jamais connues. Environ 968 millions de
personnes - soit 150 millions de plus que

e, |

La poussée du BJP dans le sud fait partie de son plan plus large pour émerger
en tant que parti pan-indien. P - L’Opinion

lors des derniéres élections en 2019 - sont
éligibles pour voter, et il y aura 26 millions
de nouveaux électeurs. La Commission
électorale a déclaré que plus de 26 mil-
lions de nouveaux électeurs ont été inclus
dans le registre électoral, dont environ 14
millions sont des femmes, dépassant les
hommes nouvellement inscrits de plus de
15%.

Le vote sera échelonné, commengant
le 19 avril 2024 et se terminant le 1er juin
2024.

Le BJP cible le Sud de I'Inde

Aprés avoir étendu son influence du

“Hindi heartland” jusqu'au Nord-Est, le
BJP vise désormais le Sud de I'lnde avant
les élections au Lok Sabha. Avec des cam-
pagnes stratégiques menées par le
Premier ministre Modi, le BJP est en train
de mettre au défi les alliances établies au
Kerala et au Tamil Nadu, visant des gains
importants en Andhra Pradesh et au
Telangana.

Dans un commentaire sur les pro-
chaines élections, «The Economic Times»
souligne qu’il y a seulement 10 ans, le
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) était
considéré comme un parti du “Hindi heart-
land”, avec un attrait limité aux Etats du

“Hindi heartland” et a quelques autres
comme le Gujarat et le Maharashtra.

La poussée du BJP dans le Sud fait
partie de son plan plus large pour émerger
en tant que parti pan-indien. Mais il existe
également des considérations a court
terme. L'objectif du parti de remporter 370
sieges alors qu'il a atteint son maximum
dans ses Etats traditionnels ne peut étre
réalisé qu’en remportant plus de siéges
dans le Sud. De plus, il s'attend a une forte
résistance des partis d’opposition dans le
Maharashtra et le Bihar ainsi que dans son
bastion du Sud de I'Inde, le Karnataka, ou
sa coalition «National Democratic
Alliance» (NDA) a remporté 26 des 28
siéges aux élections de 2019. Ses nou-
veaux chefs de gouvernement au Rajas-
than et au Madhya Pradesh sont inex-
périmentés, ce qui pourrait constituer une
vulnérabilité.

Pour ces raisons, le BJP a élaboré une
importante campagne pour le Sud de
I'Inde, dirigée par le Premier ministre
Narendra Modi, qui a visité la région pres
de deux douzaines de fois au cours des
derniers mois. Modi a achevé mardi der-
nier sa tournée éclair du Sud de I'lnde en
organisant un défilé de route au Kerala et
un rassemblement public au Tamil Nadu.

Au cours des six derniers jours, Modi a
visité tout le Sud, et a organisé des défilés
de route; il a fait une offre agressive pour
son parti et a affronté les rivaux avec
enthousiasme, notamment le «Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam» (DMK) au Tamil
Nadu et le «Bharat Rashtra Samithi»
(BRS) au Telangana (qui était au pouvoir
pendant 10 ans).

@ Suite en page 5
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ors du lancement du livre “Résister”
I d’Alain Gordon-Gentil, qui retrace le
mandat tumultueux et difficile de
Satyaijit Boolell en tant que Directeur des
Poursuites Publiqgues (DPP), ce dernier a
livré un discours percutant, mettant en
exergue importance de remettre en ques-
tion les réalités difficiles et de faire le choix
entre suivre le sens moral ou opter pour le
chemin facile, une réflexion a laquelle nous
sommes tous confrontés a un moment
donné.

En tant que juriste cherchant des
réponses, Satyajit Boolell a rappelé I'impor-
tance cruciale de la Constitution de
Maurice. Celle-ci, fruit d'un compromis poli-
tique, vise a équilibrer les droits de tous les
segments de la société mauricienne. En
1964, des réformes constitutionnelles ont
transformé le poste de Procureur Général
en celui d’Attorney General, conférant ainsi
au DPP un pouvoir de poursuite indépen-
dant du pouvoir politique.

Cependant, ces derniéres années, des
tentatives ont été faites pour affaiblir le DPP
en plagant son bureau sous la supervision
de I'Attorney General ou en introduisant

une Commission des poursuites. Satyajit
Boolell a souligné que de telles mesures
menacent I'équilibre des pouvoirs dans le
pays. Il a également évoqué les conflits
entre le DPP et le Commissaire de Police,
en particulier lorsque les dossiers en ques-
tion ont des implications politiques.

Poursuivant, il a déclaré: “S'’il est vrai
que dans une démocratie comme la nbtre,
I'exécutif répond a 'Assemblée nationale
pour ses décisions politiques, et au tribunal
pour la légalité de ses actes, il existe néan-
moins un danger inhérent quand la majorité
tente d’avoir un contréle absolu sur tous les
leviers du pouvoir. Quand on a le sentiment
que le Parlement se soumet au diktat de la
majorité, on s’éloigne alors des principes
constitutionnels et du principe de la mérito-
cratie. On se glisse vers l'autocratie élec-
tive. La loi, par contre, n'a tout simplement
aucune solution au probléme de I'autocra-
tie élective, méme dans un systéme de
droits constitutionnels parfaitement ancrés
comme le notre.

“La loi peut par exemple offrir une pro-
tection contre certaines formes de discrimi-
nation a caractéristiques personnelles,

Alain Gordon-Gentil

Me SATYAJIT
BOOLELL sC

“Reésister”: Un plaidoyer passionné pour la
défense de la démocratie et de I'Etat de droit a
Maurice. P - Pamplemousses Editions

telles que celles touchant le sexe, la race
ou l'orientation sexuelle. Mais les tribunaux
ne peuvent parer a la menace plus large et
souvent moins tangible selon laquelle une
autocratie majoritaire pourrait agir de ma-
niere partisane et oppressive, a moins
gu’ils n'assument eux-mémes les pouvoirs
législatifs.”

Satyajit Boolell a souligné que les
garanties contre les abus de pouvoir démo-
cratique doivent venir de la classe politique
et de la citoyenneté active. Il a appelé a une
résistance collective contre les pressions et
la peur, invoquant le courage de nos an-
cétres pour défendre les valeurs qui nous
définissent.

Le livre “Résister” n’est pas seulement
une référence importante, mais aussi un
plaidoyer passionné pour la défense de la
démocratie et de I'Etat de droit & Maurice. II
rappelle a tous les Mauriciens l'importance
de rester vigilants et engagés dans la lutte
pour la justice et la liberté. Ce plaidoyer
pour la démocratie et I'Etat de droit ré-
sonne au-dela des frontiéres de Maurice et
rappelle l'importance universelle de dé-
fendre les valeurs démocratiques.
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Elections en Inde 2024: Ie BIP
vise un troisiéme mandat
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En Andhra Pradesh, il a partagé la scéne avec
'ancien CM Chandrababu Naidu et Pawan
Kalyan, les deux alliés du BJP dans I'Etat qui
auront des élections simultanées au LokSabha

et a '’Assemblée.

Pour la premiére fois, le Kerala, le Tamil
Nadu, '’Andhra Pradesh et le Telangana sont
devenus des Etats prioritaires pour le BJP car
ce sont dans ces Etats que le BJP voit la plus
grande possibilité d’ajouter plus de sieges, en
plus de quelques autres Etats dans d’autres
parties de I'lnde comme le Bengale occidental.

La Commission électorale
indienne serre la vis

Dans le contexte des prochaines élections,
la Commission électorale indienne a demandé le 20
mars aux gouvernements de I'Union et des Etats du
pays de retirer toutes les publicités politiques non auto-

P - Asianet Newsable

Sabha,

Avec I'annonce du calendrier des élections au Lok
le code de conduite électoral est entré en
vigueur. Dans une lettre adressée a tous les Etats et ter-

ritoires de I’'Union le méme jour, 'organe électoral leur a

demandé de veiller a une stricte conformité a ses ins-
tructions concernant le retrait des publicités politiques

des biens gouvernementaux, publics et privés.

risées, telles que les affiches, les écritures murales, les
panneaux d’affichage et les banniéres, des espaces
publics tels que les gares, les arréts de bus, les aéro-
ports et les bus gouvernementaux.

Dans sa lettre,
“Toutes les publicités politiques non autorisées,
sous forme d'écritures murales, d’affiches, de
papiers ou de défiguration sous toute autre
forme, de découpes, de panneaux d’affichage, de
drapeaux, etc., ont été ordonnées a étre retirées
de maniére limitée dans le temps des espaces
publics tels que les gares, les arréts de bus, les
aéroports, les ponts ferroviaires, les routes, les
bus gouvernementaux, les poteaux électriques ou
téléphoniques, les batiments des municipalités ou
des collectivités locales, etc., et une stricte confor-
mité a cet égard devait étre assurée.(...)

la commission a déclaré :

La commission prend acte du non-respect ou
du respect partiel de ses instructions et ordonne
par la présente a tous les gouvernements des
Etats et des territoires de I'Union de retirer immé-
diatement toutes les publicités politiques non autorisées
et de garantir le plein respect de ses instructions sus-
mentionnées”.

Trafic de drogue : Lecons du Sri Lanka - 90 000 criminels
arrétes dans une oneratmn masswe

e gouvernement sri-lankais a
I récemment annoncé que dans le
cadre de son “Opération Yukthiya”
contre la drogue, 50 000 criminels ont
arrétés et des saisies des drogues d’une
valeur de Rs7 733 millions sri-lankaises
ont été effectuées. De plus, des biens
d'une valeur de Rs726 millions sri-lan-
kaises ont été confisqués.

Congu par le ministre de la Sécurité
publique, Tiran Alles, et supervisé par 'ins-
pecteur général de la police par intérim
Deshabandu Tennakoon, [I'opération
“Yukthiya” a été lancée le 17 décembre et
devrait étre achevée d'ici le 30 juin. Un
total de 56 541 criminels sur toute I'lle ont
été arrétés. Parmi eux, 49 558 ont été
arrétés pour abus de drogue(s) tandis que
6 958 autres figuraient sur les listes des
“suspects de crime”, indique un communi-
qué du ministere de la Sécurité publique.

Cependant, malgré ses objectifs anti-
narcotiques, l'opération a régulierement
été critiquée de divers cotés. La police du
Sri Lanka publie quotidiennement des
déclarations détaillées relatives a I'opéra-
tion. Elle a également mis en place une
ligne directe pour le public afin de fournir
des informations concernant I'opération
anti-drogue en cours.

Le ministére a déclaré que des
enquétes sur la propriété de biens illicites
ont été initiees pour 234 des suspects
arrétés, tandis que 3 083 individus réper-
toriés par le Bureau des stupéfiants de la
police et le Bureau spécial de la police ont

également été arréteés.

L'opération s’est poursuivie malgré la
condamnation de la commission locale
des droits de 'homme, du Lawyers’ Col-
lective qui se décrit comme une congréga-
tion de membres de la profession juridique
transcendant la politique, et de nombreux
autres groupes de défense des droits. M.
Alles a rejeté toutes ces condamnations.

Plus t6t, le 12 janvier, une déclaration
du Haut-Commissaire des Nations unies
aux droits de 'homme, Volker Turk, indi-
quait : “Nous sommes trés préoccupés par
le fait que les autorités au Sri Lanka adop-
tent une réponse fortement axée sur la
sécurité au probléme de la drogue du
pays, au lieu de politiques de santé pub-
liqgue ancrées dans les droits de 'homme.
29 000 personnes auraient été arrétées
pour des affaires liées a la drogue depuis
le 17 décembre, avec des allégations
selon lesquelles certaines auraient été
soumises a des mauvais traitements et a
la torture.”

Le chef des droits de 'homme de
'ONU a déclaré que les forces de sécurité
auraient mené des raids sans mandats de
perquisition, arrétant des suspects de
vente et d’utilisation de drogues, dont des
centaines ont été envoyées dans des
centres de rééducation dirigés par
larmée.

La semaine derniere, le Lawyers’
Collective, dans une lettre adressée a M.
Alles, a insisté pour que “la campagne soit
conforme & I'Etat de droit. Elle ne peut pas

La police sri Iankalse justifie 'opération Yukthiya, les critiques I'appellent une mise

en scene. P - The Sunday Times

étre une initiative passionnée et person-
nelle que vous (M. Alles) cherchez a
mettre en ceuvre en dehors de la loi.”

Il est indéniable que la méthode sri-
lankaise a montré des résultats apparents
dans la lutte contre le trafic de drogue et
'abus de substances. Peut-étre est-il
temps pour une opération a grande
échelle a la dimension du pays comme ce
que le Sri Lanka a fait, mais avec des
garanties adéquates en place.

Cependant, avant de prendre des
mesures similaires a Maurice, il est impé-
ratif d’évaluer attentivement les implica-
tions, les garanties nécessaires et les
répercussions potentielles sur les droits de
’homme et la société dans son ensemble.
L’application d’une telle opération a
grande échelle doit étre soigneusement

pesée, en tenant compte des spécificités
de notre société et de notre systéme juri-
dique. Bien que la lutte contre le trafic de
drogue soit une priorité, il est également
crucial de garantir que les droits fonda-
mentaux des individus soient respectés et
que les mesures prises soient propor-
tionnées et efficaces.

Parallelement, il est impératif de ren-
forcer les initiatives de prévention, de sen-
sibilisation et de traitement de la toxico-
manie. S’attaquer aux racines du pro-
bleme et offrir des alternatives positives
aux jeunes et aux communautés les plus
vulnérables est essentiel pour combattre
durablement le fléau de la drogue a
Maurice.

A. Bartleby
< Voir plus en page 16
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specialty of Public Health such as the impor-

tance of hygiene and sanitation, and of the avai-
lability of potable water and clean air, as well as the pre-
vention of the Kkiller infectious diseases (typhoid, TB,
gastroenteritis in children, etc.) by means of vaccines
and the advances in medical science and treatment,
the average human lifespan has been extended
throughout the world where these measures and facili-
ties are available. People, in other words, are living
longer. And a maijority of countries are now faced with a
growing proportion of elderly people, many of them
empty-nesters as children move out to live on their own
as nuclear families. Coping with old age has now be-
come a public health problem, especially in industria-
lized countries.

Thanks to the understanding brought about by the

As a senior citizen myself, besides having an exis-
tential concern, my interest is both professional and
social, as in the course of my occupation as a medical
and health professional | have elderly patients to deal
with. But | also come across much published material
on this issue, and the associated ones of well-being
and happiness. In fact, in recent years there has been
an explosion of writing on these subjects, often repeti-
tious and clearly with a commercial focus, and a proli-
feration of books has accompanied this growing and
rather sudden interest.

From the medical angle, we have long been aware
about the phenomenon of ageing. It is common know-
ledge too that ageing is accompanied by a diminution of
physical abilities such as hearing and seeing, weak-
ness, slowness in walking and so on. As an article put
it, ‘as people move towards old age, they lose things
they treasure — vitality, mental sharpness and looks.’
Needless to say, the attempt to correct these has re-
sulted in lucrative businesses of supplements for old
age and cosmetic surgery to improve looks (but what
changes internally??) - all aggressively marketed, in-
volving great cost to the consumer and of doubtful be-
nefit in the long run.

What is more important is that there are known and
identified medical problems of ageing, such as arthritis
which results in pain, and difficulty in walking if the
lower limbs are affected, mental conditions some of
which can be more serious such as extreme forms of
impairment of memory (dementia, Alzheimer’s), and
diminishing function of vital organs such as the heart,
the kidneys, the digestive system. Much is already
being done in terms of treatment and rehabilitation of
many of these conditions, and there is ongoing re-
search about the known issues to gain new unders-
tanding that may lead to better treatment options and
thus improve the quality of life.

The good news is that most of these conditions are
preventable: barring inherited abnormalities or unavoi-
dable incidents (such as accidents), neither physical
nor mental decline is inevitable as one advances in
age. Solid evidence derived from an increasing number
of valid scientific and medical studies indicate that a
combination of by now very familiar lifestyle factors can
allow anyone to reach old age in a pretty good state of

Old age, ageing, elderly care..

Don’t wait for old age to prepare for old age. Better start to plan early

¢¢Does ‘successful ageing’ equate to only physical good health and
mental alertness? No - for they are necessary but not sufficient
conditions. Because we are social animals, and we like company, and

again studies have demonstrated that old people who have strong family
support and stable friendships do better than others who don’t have
them. Unless one deliberately chose to live like a recluse, what good

would it be to be physically and mentally healthy and yet be lonely, bereft

of family or friends, or have no other social interactions or similar
occupations which alone give at least some meaning to life?”

family support and stable friend-
ships do better than others who
don’t have them. Unless one
deliberately chose to live like a
recluse, what good would it be to
be physically and mentally healthy
and yet be lonely, bereft of family
or friends, or have no other social
interactions or similar occupations
which alone give at least some
meaning to life? This is captured
in WHO'’s definition of health:
‘Health is not merely the absence
of disease, but a complete state of
physical, mental and social well-
being.’

But there is more than just
successful ageing: as one ages,
one must also gain in maturity,
develop greater understanding of
people and their behaviour, have
less tendency to be impulsive and
choleric, be able to cope better
with adversity, learn to be forgi-
ving, be willing to extend help
when and where possible and
have an overall balanced ap-
proach to life with selflessness
predominating over selfishness.

i

In other words, become wiser,
and this is what adds grace to
one’s life and personality. This is
graceful ageing, and the wisdom
dimension that brings with it
serenity, which in turn allows one
to discover the happiness within.

health, what is called healthy ageing. They are: atten-
tion to diet, regular exercise — which has benefits
across the board, on all the organs of the body — avoi-
dance of tobacco and refraining from alcohol abuse.
Obviously, an early start is likely to give us a significant
advantage, although it is also documented that reversal
of some damaging changes (for example, in arteries of
the heart or in tissues of the lungs) with improvement in
one’s general state of health can occur if one takes the
necessary corrective steps later in life, such as starting
exercise or stopping smoking.

But why wait? Isn’t it better to prevent than to treat?
Prevention is eminently possible and cheaper than
treatment which is, besides, very costly nowadays.
Imagine how much healthier the world’s population
would be if more people followed the simple maxim
‘prevention is better than cure,” and more prosperous
too because of the savings on health costs that would
be the natural consequence of this state of better health
all around.

However, does ‘successful ageing’ — a term that has
become fashionable — equate to only physical good
health and mental alertness? No — for they are neces-
sary but not sufficient conditions. Because we are
social animals, and we like company, and again studies
have demonstrated that old people who have strong

The elements of wisdom include:
rational decision making based on general knowledge
of life; prosocial behaviours involving empathy, com-
passion, and altruism; emotional stability; insight or
self-reflection; decisiveness in the face of uncertainty;
and tolerance of divergent value systems.

Nurturing these elements would allow one to truly
mellow gracefully into old age, and like a ripe fruit which
is loved and relished, so too those who have achieved
such a state receive respect and affection in equal
measure.

Unfortunately, increasingly nowadays in our own
country, many empty-nesters find themselves living
alone and in isolation, and not all are in the best state
of health. For such people, assisted living in homes for
the elderly becomes a necessity, or at least availability
of and access to carers trained to look after this age
group. Both of these are costly, and any planning for
our old age must make allowance for this contingency.
Governments can only go so far, through legislation to
regulate the minimum standards of infrastructure and of
professional care required, as well as providing over-
sight.

At the end of the day, perhaps the take-home mes-
sage is: don’t wait for old age to prepare for old age.
Better start to plan early.
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Anil adan

This is a story about climate change... sort of. And
about responsible journalism... sort of.

he other day, | was listening to news headlines
I on the radio. After that brief interlude, a some-
what breathless reporter described what seemed
a catastrophic disruption in AMOC, the Atlantic Meri-
dional Overturning Circulation. He declaimed with a cer-
tain level of alarm and anxiety that the salinity of the
waters about the Gulf Stream is decreasing because of
Arctic ice melt and that this is leading to a slowing of the
Gulf Stream. Eventually, this will lead to extreme cold in
the North Atlantic, so Ireland, England, the Scandina-
vian countries, indeed, all of Europe is at risk.

| was intrigued, not the least by the physics under-
lying this amazing circulation, so | decided to see what
| could find. And, of course, | was curious about just how
imminent this English deep freeze is.

What is this AMOC? Meridional refers to something
of or related to the south and relating to a meridian.
“Overturning” in this case refers to the flow of water
from the north to the south and back at different levels
in the ocean.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s (NOAA) website explains it thus:

“The ocean’s water is constantly circulated by cur-
rents. Tidal currents occur close to shore and are in-
fluenced by the sun and moon. Surface currents are
influenced by the wind. However, other, much slower
currents that occur from the surface to the seafloor are
driven by changes in the saltiness and ocean tempera-
ture, a process called. thermohaline circulation. These
currents are carried in a large ‘global conveyor belt,’
which includes the AMOC.

“The AMOC circulates water from north to south and
back in a long cycle within the Atlantic Ocean. This cir-
culation brings warmth to various parts of the globe and
also carries nutrients necessary to sustain ocean life.

“The circulation process begins as warm water near
the surface moves toward the poles (such as the Gulf
Stream in the North Atlantic), where it cools and forms
sea ice. As this ice forms, salt is left behind in the ocean

66 The global conveyor belt, shown in part here,
circulates cool subsurface water and warm
surface water throughout the world. The Atlantic
Meridional Overturning Circulation is part of this
complex system of global ocean currents. This
illustration is captured from a short video produced
by NOAA Science On a Sphere.”

water. Due to the large amount of salt in the water, it
becomes denser, sinks down, and is carried south-
wards in the depths below. Eventually, the water gets
pulled back up towards the surface and warms up in a
process called upwelling, completing the cycle.”

Why should this cause us any concern? Well, as a
few hysterical articles explained, this circulation of
water plays a significant role in our climate. The AMOC
uses the flow of water to transfer heat from the warmer

66The other day, | was listening to news
headlines on the radio. After that brief |
interlude, a somewhat breathless reporter
described what seemed a catastrophic
disruption in AMOC, the Atlantic
Meridional Overturning Circulation. He
declaimed with a certain level of alarm
and anxiety that the salinity of the waters
about the Gulf Stream is decreasing
because of Arctic ice melt and that this is
leading to a slowing of the Gulf Stream.
Eventually, this will lead to extreme cold
in the North Atlantic, so Ireland, England,
the Scandinavian countries, indeed, all of
Europe is at risk...”

tropics to colder northern latitudes. The Gulf Stream, for
example, is well known to help maintain milder tempe-
ratures over the British Isles and Europe than land at
comparable latitudes farther west in the Atlantic Ocean,
such as Newfoundland or Labrador which are signifi-
cantly cooler.

This illustration from the NOAA Goddard Space
Flight Center Scientific Visualization Studio shows how
this fascinating flow spreads across the earth.

What triggered a flurry of articles was a recent paper
in Science Advances titled: ‘Physics-based early war-
ning signal shows that AMOC is on tipping course’.

In reporting on this paper, an article on Vox.com
raised this dire specter: “But not only would tempera-
tures in Europe plummet, the change would trigger a cli-
mate tipping point, generating cascading effects around
the world. There would be more than two feet of extra
sea level rise in North America. The Southern Hemis-
phere could grow warmer, potentially further destabiliz-
ing Antarctica’s ice sheets. In the Amazon rain-
forest, some parts would get rainier and others would
dry out. Wildlife would suffer too, as essential nu-
trients for marine life would not as readily reach the
Northern Atlantic.”

The paper in Science Advances did not describe any
urgency to the problem. Indeed, it is difficult to figure
whether the authors claim to have modeled anything
accurate. They write that “most 150-year time windows
do not provide an accurate estimate of the tipping
point.”

When | read more, | came across this on the NOAA
website: “The entire circulation cycle of the AMOC, and
the global conveyor belt, is quite slow. It takes an esti-
mated 1,000 years for a parcel (any given cubic meter)
of water to complete its journey along the belt. Even
though the whole process is slow on its own, there is
some evidence that the AMOC is slowing down further.”

The Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute publishes
Oceanus, a journal that discusses matters relating to
the oceans and their effect on planet earth. An article
last August on this AMOC collapse involved a discus-
sion with three scientists. Each said words to this effect:

“l don’t know if the AMOC is

deep water

formation . deep water

'1..._ formation §
”

surface
current

formation

reaching a tipping point.”
Some pointed out that there
are prognostications of a tip-
ping point being reached
between 2025 and 2095, but
others that it is highly unlikely
over the next century.

The most striking point to
me is that direct measure-
ments of AMOC have been
made only since 2004. Yes,
twenty years. We do not know
what we do not know. But what
is clear is that we do not know
a lot.

For now, go with the flow.

deep water _
formation &

Cheerz...
Bwana
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Pensions de vieiIIesse et finances publiques

Table 3: Cost of Social Benefits

Pension Monthly Amount for 13
Category Number Rs amount (Rs) | months (Rs)
Orphans 248 | 13,500 3,348,000 43,524,000
Invalids 28,086 | 13,500 | 379,161,000 | 4,929,093,000
Widows 17,064 | 13,500 | 230,364,000 | 2,994,732,000
Subtotal A 45,398 612,873,000 | 7,967,349,000
Pensioners: Rs Rs Rs
60-64 yrs 82,692 | 13,500 | 1,116,342,000 | 14,512,446,000
65-74 yrs 123,135 | 14,500 | 1,785,457,500 | 23,210,947,500
75-89 yrs 54,818 | 16,000 | 877,088,000 | 11,402,144,000
90-99 yrs 4,422 | 23710 | 104,845,620 | 1,362,993,060
100 yrs + 178 | 28,710 5,110,380 66,434,940
Subtotal B 265,245 3,888,843,500 | 50,554,965,500
Total A+B 310,643 4,501,716,500 | 58,522,314,500

® Suite de la page 3

Les Rs 10,2 milliards supplémentaires s’ajoutent au
déficit budgétaire de I'Etat, lequel est financé par des
emprunts locaux sur le marché local (quand ce n’est
pas la Banque centrale qui fournit les fonds par voie de
paiement anticipé de dividendes a I'Etat). Le déficit
budgétaire représente déja 8% du Produit Intérieur Brut
(PIB). Tout prochain gouvernement ne pourra pas porter
ce fardeau financier sans faire preuve d’imagination. II
n’y a pas beaucoup d’options disponibles. Celles qui
sont les plus faisables sont décrites ci-dessous.

(a) Il faudra augmenter les taxes directes (impdts sur
les revenus) et indirectes (TVA) pour payer une
facture sociale plus élevée. Cette option est fondée
sur le postulat rationnel qu’il ne faut pas compter sur
la Contribution Sociale Généralisée (CSG) pour
financer la pension de vieillesse. Cette taxe sur les
salaires devrait étre mise dans une caisse de
retraite séparée pour payer la pension de retraite
aux employés du secteur privé. Il faudra la traiter
comme un plan de pension contributif géré par un
organisme indépendant du gouvernement, comme
c’était le cas avec le Fonds National de Pension.

(b) Il faudra accorder la pension de vieillesse a partir
de 65 ans (au lieu de 60 ans) en alignant I'age

¢ 6A Maurice, la pension n’est pas indexée
automatiquement sur l'inflation chaque
année, contrairement aux salaires, qui sont réajustés
par une compensation du codt de la vie. Si tel avait
été le cas, comme dans d’autres pays ou il existe un
mécanisme de stabilisation des salaires et des
pensions en fonction de la hausse du colit de
la vie, il n’y aurait pas eu lieu de faire de la question
des pensions une mesure électoraliste
tous les cing ans...”

66Un ratio de dependance élevé pour les retraités a des |mpI|cat|ons flscales |mportantes dans la
mesure ou I’Etat doit mobiliser autant que possible la capacité contributive de 'économie
(taxeset impdts divers) pour subvenir aux besoins d’une population vieillissante. Une faible capacité
contributive ouvre la voie a I'endettement massif de I'Etat, lequel n’est pas soutenable dans le long terme.
Déja, la dette nationale de Rs 512 milliards représente plus de 80% du Produit Intérieur Brut...”

d’éligibilité pour la pension sur I'age de retraite du
travail, comme c’est le cas dans la plupart des
pays. Une exemption est souhaitable pour ceux qui
ont pour seule source de revenu la pension de
vieillesse aprés 60 ans. Ceux qui travaillent jusqu’a
'age de 65 ans peuvent étre dispensés de la
pension de vieillesse jusqu’au moment de leur
retrait de la vie professionnelle.

(c) Il faudra récupérer une partie de la pension de
vieillesse par voie d’'imp6t sur le revenu auprés des
bénéficiaires qui ont d’autres sources de revenu
(exemples: la pension de retraite au travail, les
dividendes ou le revenu de location), et ce, au-dela
de I'exemption personnelle de Rs 390 000 par an.

Population vieillissante

Dans le contexte du vieillissement continu de la
population, la pension de vieillesse est une bombe a
retardement. La population mauricienne connait un
tassement avec I'émigration croissante des jeunes et la
baisse du taux de natalité. La population mauricienne a
baissé de 1 262 249 en juillet 2022 a 1 260 767 en
juillet 2023, soit une diminution de 1 482 personnes.
On prévoit une décroissance de la population dans les
années a venir. La population économiquement active
(15-64 ans) ne sera pas suffisante pour soutenir éco-
nomiquement le nombre de bénéficiaires du troisieme
age.

Le ratio de dépendance totale, qui mesure le
nombre de personnes a charge (dépendants) en pro-
portion de la population active (15-64 ans), est de 42%
comme indiqué dans le Tableau 4. Cela signifie que
pour chaque 100 personnes en age de travailler, il y a

42 jeunes et retraités a soutenir financiérement.

Un ratio de dépendance élevé pour les retraités a
des implications fiscales importantes dans la mesure ou
I'Etat doit mobiliser autant que possible la capacité
contributive de I'économie (taxes et impdts divers) pour
subvenir aux besoins d’'une population vieillissante. Une
faible capacité contributive ouvre la voie a 'endettement
massif de I'Etat, lequel n'est pas soutenable dans le
long terme. Déja, la dette nationale de Rs 512 milliards
représente plus de 80% du Produit Intérieur Brut (PIB).

Table 4: Population and Dependents July 2023

Age yrs | Number
Dependents Youth | 0-14 201,686
Old
Dependents Age |65+ 171,767
Non-Dependents Active | 15-64 887,314
Population All Ages | 1,260,767
Dependency Ratio | Youth 23%
Old
Dependency Ratio | Age 19%
Dependency Ratio | Total 42%

Prakash Neerohoo
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Interview: Eric Ng Ping Cheun, économiste

L'argent devient moins determinant une fois
fue le vent du changement a souffleé

La démocratie, c’est la voix du peuple, pas la force de l'argent.

Mauritius Times: Les récentes augmentations des
pensions de vieillesse, annoncée la semaine derniére,
suscitent des réactions diverses. Alors que certains
les accueillent favorablement en raison de la hausse
du coit de la vie, des interrogations émergent quant a
leur soutenabilité dans le long terme, notamment en
raison du vieillissement de la population. Il convient
de se demander si le pays dispose des moyens néces-
saires pour maintenir le systéme de protection sociale
tel qu’il existe actuellement. Qu’en pensez-vous?

Eric Ng: Il faut d’abord préciser que les augmentations
des pensions de vieillesse sous la présente législature sui-
vent de trés prés les compensations salariales accordées
depuis 2020. Les Rs 4 500 additionnelles qu’ont obtenues
les retraités de 60 a 64 ans (de Rs 9 000 a Rs 13 500) sont
a peine plus conséquentes que la compensation regue par
les salariés.

Cette hausse de 50 % n’est donc pas un «Big Deal»

ans le contexte des récentes augmentations des pensions de vieillesse a Maurice,
le débat sur leur viabilité a long terme s’intensifie, soulevant des questions
cruciales sur I'orientation politique du pays. Dans cette interview avec
I’économiste Eric Ng, nous explorons en détail les implications de ces augmentations et
leur impact sur le paysage politique, en prévision des élections générales a venir. En
mettant en lumiére le concept de «I’electoral fallacy», qui souligne les risques inhérents a
la manipulation politique a court terme au détriment du bien-étre a long terme, Eric Ng
offre une analyse perspicace des défis économiques auxquels est confrontée I’ile
Maurice et des choix cruciaux qui attendent les électeurs dans un avenir proche.

d’autant que l'inflation alimentaire, mesurée par l'indice des
prix a la consommation des produits alimentaires, a été de
40 % entre décembre 2019 et décembre 2023. En d’autres
mots, les Rs 13 500 d’aujourd’hui ne valent que Rs 9 600
en termes de pouvoir d’achat de la roupie de décembre
2019.

Il faut reconnaitre que le gouvernement a donné plus
que ce qu'’il a promis aux retraités de 65 a 74 ans, soit Rs
14 500, et davantage aux plus de 75 ans. Mais alors, se
pose la question de la soutenabilité. La pension de base,
la pension des veuves et la pension d’invalidité, qui sont
dotées du méme montant, coltaient au total Rs 42 mil-
liards en 2022-23, et il était prévu que le colt allait aug-
menter a Rs 48 milliards en 2023-24. Or, avec les nou-
velles hausses qui viennent d’étre annonceées, il faut ajou-
ter Rs 2 milliards pour les 3 mois qui restent de la présen-
te année fiscale, donc une somme annuelle de Rs 50 mil-
liards. Nul doute qu’en 2024-25, avec I'accroissement du
nombre de retraités, le montant dépassera les Rs 60 mil-
liards.

6 6Depuis le début de la présente année, les médias
ne cessent de parler d’élections. Tous les esprits
y sont concentrés. Comment voulez-vous que les
opérateurs économiques réagissent? Les
investisseurs sont dans un mode d’attentisme, et
les producteurs coupent dans les coiits a cause
de la dépréciation accélérée de la roupie (de I'ordre
de 20 % contre le dollar et contre I'euro ces quatre
derniéres années) et de la forte hausse
des salaires...”

Ces Rs 50 milliards de 2023-24 représentent un quart
du budget des dépenses de I'Etat, et ils bouffent un tiers
des impbts prélevés par I'Etat. Si 'on ajoute les Rs 37 mil-
liards de la santé publique et de I'éducation gratuite, c’est
55 % de nos impdts qui sont engloutis par ces trois postes
budgétaires de I'Etat-providence. Que reste-t-il pour mo-
derniser nos infrastructures, améliorer nos services pub-
lics, combattre I'insécurité, protéger 'environnement et lut-
ter contre le déreglement climatique? Pas grand-chose, ce
qui explique I'endettement grandissant du gouvernement.

* Dans I'immédiat, il semble que le gouvernement
dispose d’une certaine marge de manceuvre, lui per-
mettant d’adopter une politique relativement géné-

reuse et populiste en cette année cruciale. Rama Sitha-
nen faisait référence, dans ses commentaires sur le
Budget 2022-23, au transfert d’environ Rs 30 milliards,
ou plus, vers les Fonds spéciaux par le ministre des
Finances Padayachy. Celles-ci sont destinés a finan-
cer, entre autres, un certain nombre de mesures popu-
listes pré-électorales. Quelle est votre opinion a ce
sujet?

Laissez-moi vous dire d'abord que la question de
marge de manceuvre est un faux débat. Un gouvernement
peut se permettre d’avoir la marge de manceuvre qu'il veut,
en laissant filer le déficit budgétaire ou en augmentant les
impots a sa guise. Mieux encore, il peut avoir recours a la
création monétaire («money printing»), comme il 'a fait
depuis 2020 pour financer ses budgets via les Fonds spé-
ciaux, ainsi que des projets de développement par le tru-
chement de la Mauritius Investment Corporation.

Il devrait rester un solde de quelque Rs 12 milliards des
Fonds spéciaux au 30 juin prochain pour financer un énié-
me budget populiste pré-électoral. Mais une bonne partie
de ces milliards a sans doute déja été utilisée par le gou-
vernement, en raison des dépenses supplémentaires im-
prévues telles que les inondations et les dépassements de
colts des chantiers publics. Ce qui fait qu’il ne trouvera pas
utile de faire un cinquiéme budget avant de dissoudre I'As-
semblée nationale...

* En tout cas, I'élargissement de I’Etat providence,
qu’il soit réalisé par le biais de mesures populistes ou
autres, n’a jusqu’a présent pas conduit le pays a la
faillite. Les gouvernements précédents ont réussi a
trouver les moyens de financer de telles mesures sans
pour autant recourir a de nouvelles taxes ou a des aug-
mentations de divers impéts. Il semble également que
I’économie soit suffisamment robuste pour soutenir
de telles largesses. Est-ce exact?

Faute d’alourdir la fiscalité, le gouvernement a eu
recours a l'endettement et a la planche a billets, en
d’autres mots a I'imp6t d'inflation. Comme le disait Milton
Friedman, «inflation is the one form of taxation that can be
imposed without legislation.

En quatre ans, de décembre 2019 a décembre 2023, la
dette gouvernementale est passée de Rs 293 milliards a
Rs 452 milliards, soit une hausse de 54%. Si I'on y ajoute
la dette des entreprises publiques, la dette du secteur
public a dépassé les Rs 500 milliards.

< Suite en page 10
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Depuis les derniéres élections, chaque jour que Dieu
donne, la dette publique s’est accrue de Rs 127 millions.
Elle représente aujourd’hui Rs 985 000 par employé mau-
ricien. Ceux qui travaillent portent donc une dette publique
de presque un million de roupies sur leurs épaules. Et
encore que cette dette soit officiellement sous-évaluée, car
elle nlinclut pas les dépenses publiques déguisées en
prises de participation au capital, ni les investissements de
I'Etat sous des Special Purpose Vehicles.

On nous rétorquera que le rapport dette-PIB est
retombé a 70 %. Mais personne n’est dupe: si vous gon-
flez artificiellement le dénominateur, le ratio baissera mé-
caniquement. Or c’est un PIB surestimé de plusieurs di-
zaines de milliards de roupies, du fait que Statistics Mauri-
tius réaffecte aux services d’exportation les revenus pri-
maires (dividendes et intéréts) recus du reste du monde via
les Global Business Companies. C’est une incohérence
par rapport au compte courant de la balance des paie-
ments, ou une telle réaffectation n'est pas faite par la Ban-
que de Maurice qui, elle, doit répondre au Fonds moné-
taire international (FMI).

Dans les faits, et non dans les chiffres officiels, I'écono-
mie mauricienne n’est pas aussi robuste pour soutenir des
largesses budgétaires.

* Il n’y aura pas lieu de s’inquiéter si le pays par-
vient a connaitre une forte croissance économique. La
vraie question a considérer est de savoir si les condi-
tions sont réunies pour créer initier et maintenir cette

6 6 L'endettement et I'inflation sont les deux grandes
faiblesses de I’économie mauricienne,
conséquence des politiques de I'argent facile et de
I’émission monétaire suivies ces derniéres années.
On a eu droit a une trés forte croissance monétaire,
mais trés peu de progrés économique et de
progression du pouvoir d’achat...”

6 6En quatre ans, de décembre 2019 & décembre
2023, la dette gouvernementale est passée de
Rs 293 milliards a Rs 452 milliards, soit une hausse
de 54%. Si I'on y ajoute la dette des entreprises
publiques, la dette du secteur public a dépassé les
Rs 500 milliards. Depuis les derniéres élections,
chaque jour que Dieu donne, la dette publique s’est
accrue de Rs 127 millions. Elle représente
aujourd’hui Rs 985 000 par employé mauricien...”

croissance...

Méme sur la base d’'un PIB surestimé, je ne vois pas la
croissance atteindre ne serait-ce que 5% cette année.
D’autant que les élections générales arriveront bien plus t6t
que prévu. Les quatre derniéres années électorales, la
croissance économique a été relativement molle, 2,9 % en
2019, 3,8 % en 2014, 4,4 % en 2010 et 1,5 % en 2005.

Depuis le début de la présente année, les médias ne
cessent de parler d’élections. Tous les esprits y sont con-
centrés. Comment voulez-vous que les opérateurs écono-
miques réagissent? Les investisseurs sont dans un mode
d’'attentisme, et les producteurs coupent dans les colts a
cause de la dépréciation accélérée de la roupie (de I'ordre
de 20 % contre le dollar et contre I'euro ces quatre der-
nieres années) et de la forte hausse des salaires.

Malgré celle-ci, la consommation privée ne progresse
que modérément en raison de la hausse des prix. Il est a
noter que linflation en glissement annuel, aprés avoir
reculé a 3,9 % en décembre dernier, est remontée brutale-
ment a 5,2 % en janvier et a 6,2 % en février.

Quant aux exportateurs, ils manquent de visibilité, vu
les instabilités géopolitiques et le changement de ministres
a la téte de trois ministéres économiques clés: I'Agro-
industrie, I'lndustrie et les Services financiers.

En somme, les trois moteurs de croissance que sont
l'investissement privé, la consommation des ménages et
I'exportation connaissent trop de ratages pour maintenir
I’économie sur une trajectoire ascendante.

* Quelles legons pouvons-nous tirer des conclu-
sions du dernier rapport du Fonds monétaire interna-
tional (FMI) concernant I'état actuel de I'’économie
mauricienne, ainsi que son niveau de résilience et ses
perspectives de croissance a long terme

Derriére le langage diplomatique du Fonds monétaire
international (FMI) se pointe une inquiétude quant a la
capacité du gouvernement de soutenir la croissance éco-
nomique dans le long terme. Le constat du FMI, c’est que
notre économie croit en s’endettant, ce qui n’est pas sou-
tenable a long terme. C’est la raison pour laquelle le FMI
appelle le gouvernement a une «consolidation fiscaley,
C'est-a-dire a réduire les dépenses et/ou a augmenter les
revenus. |l était impératif que la FMI rappelle le gouverne-
ment a 'ordre en la matiére, car il y a urgence.

Or, le FMI n’est pas sans savoir que nous sommes
dans une année électorale et qu’aucun gouvernement ne
se fera hara-kiri en s’engageant dans une consolidation fis-
cale juste avant les élections. D’ailleurs, a peine la déléga-
tion du FMI partie, le gouvernement a augmenté la pension
de vieillesse pour tous les retraités... C'est dire qu'il fait fi
des recommandations du FMI.

Le FMI recommande aussi que la Banque centrale se
tient préte a resserrer le taux d'intérét dés que l'inflation
revient a la charge. C’est une critique a peine voilée du FMI
contre la politique accommodante de la Banque de
Maurice dans une situation trés inflationniste.

L'endettement et l'inflation sont les deux grandes fai-
blesses de I'économie mauricienne, conséquence des
politiques de I'argent facile et de I'émission monétaire sui-
vies ces dernieres années. On a eu droit a une trés forte
croissance monétaire, mais trés peu de progrés écono-
mique et de progression du pouvoir d’achat.

* Quelles sont donc les initiatives politiques et éco-
nomiques clés que la République de Maurice devrait
envisager pour renforcer sa résilience économique a
I’avenir, en tenant compte des recommandations des
institutions financiéres internationales?

Je pense que l'indépendance de nos institutions, notam-
ment économiques et judiciaires, vis-a-vis du pouvoir poli-
tiqgue est extrémement importante a la bonne marche de
nos services financiers et de notre économie en général.
Des interventions politiques dans un domaine aussi sen-
sible que le secteur bancaire sont susceptibles de mettre
en péril la crédibilité de notre juridiction en tant que centre
financier, et ce, car tout ce qui se passe dans la finance est
projeté au niveau international, et c’est ce qui intéresse en
premier lieu les investisseurs étrangers. L'ile Maurice n’est
pas un pays déconnecté du reste du monde en matiere de
flux de capitaux.

Par ailleurs, les problémes rencontrés par le Bureau du
Directeur des poursuites publiques (DPP) avec les auto-
rités politiques et policieres déteignent sur l'image de
Maurice a I'étranger. Il est dangereux de piétiner le prin-
cipe de la séparation des pouvoirs. L'état de droit est une
condition fondamentale du bon fonctionnement de I'écono-
mie. Nos institutions judiciaires constituent les meilleurs
atouts pour Maurice d’attirer des investissements directs
étrangers.

6 6 L'indépendance de nos institutions, notamment
économiques et judiciaires, vis-a-vis du pouvoir
politique est extrémement importante a la bonne
marche de nos services financiers et de notre
économie en général. Des interventions politiques
dans un domaine aussi sensible que le secteur
bancaire sont susceptibles de mettre en péril la
crédibilité de notre juridiction en tant que centre
financier, et ce, car tout ce qui se passe dans
la finance est projeté au niveau international,
et c’est ce qui intéresse en premier lieu les
investisseurs étrangers...”

* Cette mandature actuelle, tout comme la précé-
dente, n’a pas engendré de grandes réformes écono-
miques ni de discipline. Toutefois, étant donné la gé-
nérosité débridée affichée par le gouvernement actuel
malgré la situation de la dette publique, pourrions-
nous étre confrontés a de mauvaises nouvelles dans
les années a venir?

Certainement, les mauvaises nouvelles sur le plan
économique ne tarderont pas a se manifester. Une crise
économique est en cours de réalisation. La question n’est
pas de savoir si, mais quand elle aura lieu, et quelle en
sera son ampleur.

Lorsque nous serons confrontés a la dure réalité éco-
nomique, nous nous rendrons compte que les données
économiques étaient faussées. Le principal indicateur qui
préoccupe le Fonds monétaire international (FMI), ce n’est
pas le taux de croissance, qui est une construction statis-
tique, mais le niveau des réserves officielles, ce qui reléve
du concret.

< Suite en page 11
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le grand secteur privé et la Banque centrale afin de mieux utiliser I'argent public’
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La presse fait des gros titres sur les «Rs 327 milliards
de réserves du pays». Or, des réserves internationales cal-
culées en roupies n'ont aucune signification, car nous ne
payons pas nos importations en roupies! Ensuite, ces
réserves sont gonflées par les emprunts externes de la
Banque de Maurice, qui se chiffrent a Rs 65 milliards, et
par les devises, d’'une valeur de Rs 21 milliards, que les
banques commerciales gardent auprés de la Banque cen-
trale. Et puis, une bonne part des réserves est sous forme
d’actifs extérieurs détenus jusqu’a I'échéance.

Donc, nous n’avons pas beaucoup de réserves inter-
nationales en termes de liquidités. C’est que explique la
raison pour laquelle le FMI recommande fortement a la
Banque de Maurice de reconstituer ses réserves en de-
vises. Et c’est ce qui explique aussi qu’elle laisse glisser la
roupie.

* Croyez-vous que les futurs défis économiques
seront le résultat de problémes systémiques persis-
tants depuis des années, ou seront principalement
influencés par les politiques actuelles?

Les défis économiques relevent a la fois de problemes
systémiques et de politiques gouvernementales. Dans le
premier cas, on note le faible taux d’activité des femmes
(moins de 50% de femmes actives viennent sur le marché
du travail), la décroissance démographique, une producti-
vité multifactorielle médiocre au niveau national (crois-
sance moyenne de 0,6% par an entre 2012 et 2022), des
investissements peu productifs, un manque de diversifica-
tion de I'économie, et l'inefficacité de certains services
publics, notamment portuaires, entre autres.

Dans le second cas, les politiques inflationnistes du
gouvernement, avec I'expansionnisme budgétaire, le la-
xisme monétaire et les augmentations salariales conti-
nues, ont fini par créer une instabilité permanente des prix.
Les accalmies dans I'évolution des prix sont rares. Qu'on
ne vienne pas mettre cela uniquement sur le dos de fac-
teurs exogénes ! La politique monétaire de la Banque de
Maurice est principalement responsable de cette situation
chaotique des prix.

Les problémes systémiques et de politiques conjonctu-
relles doivent étre réglés de concert. De bonnes politiques
monétaires et fiscales aideront a la réalisation de réformes
économiques. Aucune réforme structurelle n’apportera des
fruits sans un environnement monétaire stable.

* La pandémie de la Covid-19 avait créé de nou-
velles opportunités de changement de nos structures
économiques, telles que la consolidation du réle de
Etat en tant que régulateur des marchés, l'instaura-
tion de nouvelles pratiques de gestion tant dans le
secteur public que dans le privé, ainsi que la promo-
tion d’une société plus égalitaire. Malheureusement, le
pays n’a pas saisi I'occasion de réaliser cette rupture.
Le conservatisme a-t-il prévalu dans cette situation?

Le gouvernement a effectivement raté une occasion en
or d’appliquer une politique de rupture durant la pandémie
de la Covid-19. Il n'a pas voulu monnayer les aides
publiques contre une démocratisation du secteur privé, qui
avait pourtant bien besoin de I'argent des contribuables
pour survivre a la crise.

6 6 La presse fait des gros titres sur les «Rs 327
milliards de réserves du pays». Or, des
réserves internationales calculées en roupies n’ont
aucune signification, car nous ne payons pas nos
importations en roupies ! Ensuite, ces réserves
sont gonflées par les emprunts externes de la
Banque de Maurice, qui se chiffrent a Rs 65 milliards,
et par les devises, d’'une valeur de Rs 21 milliards,
que les banques commerciales gardent auprés
de la Banque centrale...”

6 6Les politiques inflationnistes du gouvernement,
avec I'expansionnisme budgétaire, le laxisme
monétaire et les augmentations salariales continues,
ont fini par créer une instabilité permanente des prix.
Les accalmies dans I’évolution des prix sont rares.
Qu’on ne vienne pas mettre cela uniquement sur le
dos de facteurs exogénes ! La politique monétaire de
la Banque de Maurice est principalement responsable
de cette situation chaotique des prix...”

6 6Avec la création de la Mauritius Investment
Corporation, le gouvernement a renforcé le
conservatisme du pouvoir économique en sauvant
les grands groupes sans leur demander une
ouverture accrue de leur actionnariat. Voyez
aujourd’hui les milliards de bénéfices qu'’ils font, et
pour autant ils ne sont pas taxés davantage. Alors
que la Banque de Maurice, elle, doit dévaluer la
roupie pour recapitaliser son bilan, mis a mal
précisément par les investissements de la MIC...”

Au contraire, avec la création de la Mauritius
Investment Corporation, le gouvernement a renforcé le
conservatisme du pouvoir économique en sauvant les
grands groupes sans leur demander une ouverture accrue
de leur actionnariat. Voyez aujourd’hui les milliards de
bénéfices qu'ils font, et pour autant ils ne sont pas taxés
davantage. Alors que la Banque de Maurice, elle, doit
dévaluer la roupie pour recapitaliser son bilan, mis a mal
précisément par les investissements de la MIC et par le
don de Rs 60 milliards accordées au Trésor public.

Un nouveau gouvernement devrait casser ce lien
incestueux entre I'Etat, le grand secteur privé et la Banque
centrale afin de mieux utiliser 'argent public.

* Parlons des prochaines élections générales,
potentiellement dans trois a six mois. Le gouverne-
ment actuel cherche a sécuriser un soutien électoral
en proposant des avantages matériels, donnant ainsi
un avantage au MSM au pouvoir. Cette situation laisse-
t-elle présager une issue largement prévisible pour les
élections?

Les élections générales se tiendront tres probablement
en mai, en I'absence d'un cinquiéme budget. S'il devait y
avoir un autre budget, pourquoi appliquer déja la pension
de vieillesse a Rs 13 500, plutét que dans le prochain bud-
get? De fait, le gouvernement n'aura pas les moyens de
venir avec des mesures budgétaires plus généreuses que
la pension de vieillesse a Rs 13 500 et le revenu minimum
garanti de Rs 18 500.

Il faut vraiment étre un pietre politicien pour ne pas
capitaliser tout de suite sur les gains politiques de ces deux
grands « cadeaux monétaires », et attendre pour organiser
les législatives aprés un dernier budget quand ceux-Ci
seront oubliés et anéantis par l'inflation.

Je ne suis pas s(r que les gens votent sur la seule base
de la pension de vieillesse et du revenu minimum garanti.
Jentends de plus en plus de personnes exprimer leur
exaspération du gouvernement actuel quoi qu’il fasse. Les
hausses de prix, la mauvaise gestion du pays et 'usure du
pouvoir semblent prendre le dessus des avantages mateé-
riels. Lissue des prochaines Iégislatives devient de moins
en moins prévisible pour I'alliance au pouvoir.

* Quoi qu’il en soit, ce sera finalement aux élec-
teurs de décider s’ils souhaitent reconduire le gouver-
nement actuel ou opter pour 'opposition, ce qui illus-
tre la nature démocratique des élections et le role
essentiel des électeurs dans la formation du gouver-
nement, n’est-ce pas?

Les élections, disait Jean Francgois Revel, ne sont que
la porte d’entrée de la démocratie. Est tout aussi important
ce qui se passe entre deux élections en termes de libertés
civiles, de libertés politiques et de libertés économiques. La
liberté du citoyen n’est pas un acquis, mais un combat per-
manent, qui ne dure pas seulement le temps d’une élec-
tion.

Maurice est une démocratie électorale ou l'on vote
librement. L'argent joue un rdle croissant dans les élec-
tions, souvent qualifié de «money politics», mais il devient
moins déterminant quand le vent du changement a soufflé.
La démocratie, c’est la voix du peuple, pas la force de I'ar-
gent.
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The risks from Al come amid other challenges to freedom and
democracy around the world. Pic - Milwaukee Independent

emocratic countries around the world should
Dunite to confront the threat posed by the mali-
cious use of Al by certain states to undermine
free elections and propagate misinformation, stated
British Deputy Prime Minister Oliver Dowden during the

Summit for Democracy in Seoul.

UK deputy PM urges nations for
agreement to protect elections from Al

Dowden revealed plans for a groundbreaking global
government compact aimed at countering deceptive Al
tactics employed by foreign states in elections. While
the details of the compact are still being finalized,
Dowden mentioned that several countries have already
expressed their support, reports Reuters.

Drawing attention to the recent agreement among
major tech companies to coordinate responses against
Al-generated deepfakes, Dowden emphasized the
need for government-led initiatives to address similar
threats.

Regarding concerns over misinformation, Dowden
clarified that incidents like the edited photograph of
Kate, Princess of Wales, are distinct from the deliberate
efforts of foreign states to interfere in democratic pro-
cesses.

Highlighting the broader challenges facing democra-
cy, Dowden pointed to the conflict in Ukraine as the pri-
mary threat. He also expressed apprehension about
reported weapons transfers from North Korea to Russia
and called for Moscow to refrain from meddling in the
Korean peninsula.

Joe Biden is ‘angry and anxious’ over
dipping poll numbers despite recent
State of the Union address.

Joe Biden’s handling of the Israel-
Hamas conflict has landed him in deep
water, and the dark consequences started
reflecting before his March 7 State of the
Union address. The political drama pre-
dates the US President erecting a fence
around the US Capitol, bracing for his last
audition moment at the joint session of
Congress before the 2024 elections. Even
his wife, First Lady Jill Biden, had been
heckled by pro-Palestinian protestors
during election campaigns for condoning
a genocide in the Gaza Strip. The presi-
dent met with a similar outroar during his
Georgia election rally. All the pent-up rage

InS|de reports claim that US President

US President Joe Biden signs an executive order duing a Women’s
History Month reception in the East Room of the White House

President Joe Biden's temper out of control
over all-time low poll IIlIIllllEI’S

in Washington, DC. Pic - UPI

is being doled out to his staff members,
while Biden is allegedly ‘seething’ behind
closed doors. His 2024 re-election efforts are not trans-
lating into the desired outcome, and the staff is bearing
the brunt of the raging storm.

These reports are nothing new. An NBC report
revealed that during a private January meeting, the
president caught note of his dipping poll numbers in
Michigan and Georgia; his reaction wasn’t one of mere
disappointment, but instead brought about thundering
shouts and swears. Frustrations are only piling up with
his frontrunning Republic rival, Donald Trump, in a toe-
to-toe competition for polls, reports Hindustan Times.

Akin to the capitol fencing, a communication barrier
has drifted him apart from the American people, who
are at odds with the current. An early March survey by
The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs

Research showed that 6 in 10 adults in the US are “not
at all confident” in the 81-year-old president's mental
capability to head the country again.

Those rising concerns are undoubtedly translating
to his weak approval rating, which has sharply sunk
below that of the last three presidents who were disal-
lowed a second winning term. (George H.W. Bush:
39%, Jimmy Carter: 43%, Donald Trump: 48%) Even
antagonising Trump isn’t working in his favour — the
‘Women for Biden’ launch being one of the direct strate-
gies through which Jill Biden pitched the ex-president
as “dangerous to women.”

A White House insider addressed how the morose
president was “probably a little mad at himself for not
being more forceful with the staff.”

Trump attributes his financial predicament to alleged persecution
by the Biden administration. Pic - Oregon Public Broadcasting

IS Donald
Trump broke?

onald Trump faces deepening financial troubles
Das he grapples with a court order demanding a
hefty $454 million payment, compounded by his

failure to secure a bond for his civil fraud trial in New
York.

Trump was fined a substantial sum of $354 million for
fraudulent real estate dealings, with daily interest accru-
ing at $112,000, bringing the total to over $467 million.
Despite attempts by his legal team to delay enforce-
ment, the deadline looms, and securing the required
$557 million collateral for a bond appears to be an insur-
mountable challenge.

New York Judge Arthur Engoron recently ordered
Trump to pay a fine of $355 million, which, with interest,
amounts to $454 million. Failure to meet this deadline
could result in the seizure of assets by New York
Attorney General Letitia James, who initiated the law-
suit.

Despite Trump’s claims of billionaire status, Forbes
estimates his net worth at $2.6 billion, though conflicting
reports suggest a significantly lower figure. Trump’s
financial woes stem from various court judgments and
liabilities, amounting to over $539 million, representing a
substantial portion of his fortune.

Trump’s income primarily derives from real estate
ventures and global investments, including interests in
Manhattan’s 1290 Avenue of the Americas and the
Trump National Doral Miami Golf Resort. In an attempt
to raise bond money, Trump has hosted private dinners
targeting Republican financiers, although some, like
Elon Musk, deny being solicited for donations.

Trump attributes his financial predicament to alleged
persecution by the Biden administration and New York
Attorney General Letitia James, denouncing their
actions as unconstitutional and unlawful. However, cri-
tics, including the Lincoln Project and former Republican
officials, suggest that Trump’s financial troubles indicate
he is “broke”.

® See more on page 13
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ussian President Vladimir Putin has made thinly
Rvelled threats to use nuclear weapons as he warns
the West against its support for Ukraine.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres invoked Oscar-
winning film “Oppenheimer” on Monday as he warned that
the world faced the highest risk of nuclear war in decades,
reports AFP. Oppenheimer is a 2023 epic biographical thriller
film written, directed, and produced by Christopher Nolan.

At a Security Council session called by Japan, Guterres
said that the biopic about the morally conflicted father of the
atomic bomb “brought the harsh reality of nuclear doomsday
to vivid life for millions around the world.”

“Humanity cannot survive a sequel to Oppenheimer,”
Guterres said. “We meet at a time when geopolitical tensions
and mistrust have escalated the risk of nuclear warfare to its
highest point in decades,” he said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has made thinly veiled
threats to use nuclear weapons as he warns the West
against its support for Ukraine, which Moscow invaded more

«. CAN'T SURVIVE SEQUEL
TO OPPENHEIMER”

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. Pic - Youtube

Elsewhere in the world, tensions surrounding nuclear-
armed North Korea have continued to rise and Iran has been
enriching uranium closer to the level needed if it decides to
build an atom bomb.

Push on fissile treaty

The United States, the only country to have used nuclear
weapons in warfare, said it would work on one area with ally
Japan, whose cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were de-
vastated by atomic weapons in 1945.

The United States as well as France said they would join
Japan in a coalition to push through the Fissile Material Cut-
off Treaty, which would ban production of plutonium and
highly enriched uranium, the key ingredients in nuclear

weapons.

than two years ago.

Without naming Putin, Guterres said, “Nuclear saber-rat-
ting must stop. Threats to use nuclear weapons in any

capacity are unacceptable,” he said.

Most nuclear states have already stopped production.

Discussions on a treaty have been blocked by Pakistan,
which believes it would fall behind rival India and which

enjoys diplomatic support from China.

Palestlnlans walk past the ruins of housesdestroyed durmg
Israel’s military offensive in Gaza City. Pic - Reuters

Satellite images show 35% of
Gaza's bullding destroyed, UN says

Satellite images analysed by the United Nations

Satellite Centre show that 35% of the Gaza Strip’s
buildings have been destroyed or damaged in the
Israel offensive in the Palestinian enclave, reports Reuters.

Israel’'s assault, launched in response to attacks by Ha-
mas militants in southern Israel on Oct. 7, has killed nearly
32,000 Palestinians, according to health authorities in the
Hamas-run territory. About 1,200 people were killed in the
Hamas raid on Israel.

In its assessment, the United Nations Satellite Centre,
UNOSAT, used high-resolution satellite images collected on
Feb. 29 and compared them with images taken before and
after the start of the latest conflict.

It found that 35% of all buildings in the Gaza Strip -
88,868 structures - had been damaged or destroyed.

Among these, it identified 31,198 structures as des-
troyed, 16,908 as severely damaged, and 40,762 as mo-
derately damaged.

This represents an increase of nearly 20,000 damaged
structures compared to the previous assessment it did
based on images taken in January that showed 30% of alll
buildings had been damaged or destroyed, UNOSAT said.

“The governorates of Khan Younis and Gaza have ex-
perienced the most significant rise in damage, with Khan
Yunis seeing 12,279 additional damaged structures and
Gaza experiencing 2,010,” UNOSAT said.

“Khan Younis City has been hit particularly hard, with
6,663 newly destroyed structures.”

‘Russia-NATO conflict just one step from World
War IlIl": Viadimir Putin warns West

ussian President Vladimir Putin
Rwarned the West on Monday

that a direct conflict between
Russia and the US-led NATO military
alliance would mean the planet was
one step away from World War Three
but said hardly anyone wanted such a
scenario.

The Ukraine war has triggered the
deepest crisis in Moscow’s relations
with the West since the 1962 Cuban
Missile Crisis. Putin has often warned
of the risks of nuclear war but says he
has never felt the need to use
nuclear weapons in Ukraine,
reports Reuters.

French President Emmanuel
Macron last month said he could
not rule out the deployment of
ground troops in Ukraine in the
future, with many Western coun-
tries distancing themselves from
that while others, especially in
eastern Europe, expressed sup-
port.

Asked by Reuters about the
Macron remarks and the risks
and possibility of a conflict be-

election, Ukraine stepped up attacks
against Russia, shelling border regions
and even used proxies to try to pierce
Russia’s borders.

Asked if he considered it necessary
to take Ukraine’s Kharkiv region, Putin
said if the attacks continued, Russia
would create a buffer zone out of more
Ukrainian territory to defend Russian
territory. “I do not exclude that, bearing
in mind the tragic events taking place
today, we will be forced at some point,
when we deem it approprlate to create

People take part in an anti-Putin rally as voters
queue outside the Russian embassy in Washington,
DC, on March 17, 2024. Pic - AFP

“I've been saying it over and over
again and I'll say it again. We are for
peace talks, but not just because the
enemy is running out of bullets,” Putin
said. “If they really, seriously, want to
build peaceful, good-neighbourly rela-
tions between the two states in the long
term, and not simply take a break for
rearmament for 1.5-2 years.”

US Democracy

Putin dismissed US and Western
criticism of the Russian election, which
the White House said was not
free and fair, saying US elec-
tions were not democratic and
criticising the use of state
power against Donald Trump.

“The whole world is laugh-
ing at what is happening
there,” Putin said of the United
States. “It is just a catastrophe
- it is not democracy - what on
earth is it?” When asked about
the fate of opposition leader
Alexei Navalny, who died in
unexplained circumstances at
a Russian prison in the Arctic
on Feb. 16, Putin said he had

tween Russia and NATO, Putin
quipped: “everything is possible in the
modern world.”

“It is clear to everyone, that this will
be one step away from a full-scale
World War Three. | think hardly anyone
is interested in this,” Putin told reporters
after winning the biggest ever landslide
in post-Soviet Russian history.

Putin added, though, that NATO
military personnel were present already
in Ukraine, saying that Russia had
picked up both English and French
being spoken on the battlefield.

Buffer Zone
Ahead of the March 15-17 Russian

a certain ‘sanitary zone’ in the territories
today under the Kyiv regime,” Putin
said. Putin ordered a full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, triggering
major European war after eight years of
conflict in eastern Ukraine between
Ukrainian forces on one side and pro-
Russian Ukrainians and Russian pro-
xies on the other.

Putin said he wished Macron would
stop seeking to aggravate the war in
Ukraine but to play a role in finding
peace: “It seems that France could play
arole. Allis not lost yet.”

simply “passed away” using
Navalny’s name for one of the first
times in public.

Putin said he had agreed several
days before Navalny’'s death to swap
him. Reuters reported in February that
a prisoner exchange deal had been
agreed for Navalny shortly before his
death.

“l said: ‘1 am agreed’,” Putin said
about his approval for the prisoner
swap. “l had one condition - we
exchange him but he never returns.”

Compiled by Doojesh Ramlallah




Mauritius Times Friday, March 22, 2024

6th Year No 265 |

From the Pages of History - MT 60 Years Ago

MAURITIUS TIMES

| Friday 11 September, 1959

® [et no man think he is loved by any man when he loves no man. — Epictetus

n February 3, 1956,
over three years
ago, the Mauritius

Times published a letter
from an aggrieved parent:
“We gather from reliable
sources that the niece of
someone who typed the
question papers for the last
Primary Scholarship Exami-
nations has won the scholar-

A i
Peter Ibbotson

ship. That successful candi-
date and the typist bear the same family name.” The
aggrieved parent went on to suggest that people in the
Education Department should keep clear of examination
papers if they have young relatives due to sit for the exa-
miations in question.

Recently there have been persistent rumours about
leakages with regard to the last Primary Scholarship Exa-
minations. The Mauritius Times has referred to these
rumours more than once.

If the scholarship examination is to be trusted, it is vital
that there shall be public confidence in it. The necessity of
public confidence is twofold : the examination must be
seen to be fair as between every candidate who sits for it;
and there must never be any suspicion of leakages of
questions. | have dealt in previous issues with aspects of
the scholarship examination which detract from its absolute
fairness to all candidates: the compulsory French paper, for
example; and | have suggested measures which might be
adequate to make the examination more fair all round: a
commission of enquiry into methods of selection for sec-
ondary education. But how can we get rid of the suspicion
of leakages of questions?

The Minister of Education in his press conference gave
a pretty broad hint that he has something up his sleeve to
make the public have confidence in the fairness of the
examination. He did not go into details, so we still do not
know what those steps are. However, | have some know-
ledge of what goes on in other colonies where there are pri-
mary school scholarship examinations, and it may be that
Mr Beejadhur has in mind a practice which has found
favour elsewhere.

ecently | was discussing various educational pro-

blems with an educational administrator from Trinidad.
There, and in other West Indian islands. they meet with the
same problem as in Mauritius: leakage of questions. At
least, they used to, when the examinations were con-
ducted wholly by the Education Department. But a new
system was introduced which had excellent results and
restored public confidence in the scholarship examination.
The questions were set by a panel of examiners drawn
from the head teachers of the various secondary schools;
and the papers were marked by the assistant teachers of
the secondary schools.

The argument was that since the secondary schools
used the examination results to determine their entrants, it
was only right that these schools should set and mark the
examination papers. (The papers were printed in the UK).
While it is possible to conceive of such a procedure being
followed in Mauritius, the same reasoning underlying the

administrators in the Education
Department who could not fail to
know what was going on in their
department, yet who were either
powerless or unwilling to stop it.

The cardinal principle of British
justice is that not only shall justice
be done, but it shall be seen to be
done. Mr Beejadhur appears to
have taken as his guide for the
scholarship examination that not
only shall the examination be fair,
but it shall be seen to be fair. If he
follows that precept, he is assured

argument does not apply: in Mauritius, the secondary
schools do not rely on the primary schools scholarship
examination to determine their entrants. The examination
is used only to find out who shall have Government scho-
larships; to find out who shall be fee-paying pupils, the se-
condary schools hold their own private entrance examina-
tions.

In Trinidad, there is the multi-lingual difficulty which oc-
curs in Mauritius. English is the official language; but
there are large communities whose mother tongues are
Spanish, Chinese, or an Indian language. There is, on the
other hand, no lingua franca such as Creole.

English is the medium of instruction; and the scholar-
ship examination consists of three papers: English, arith-
metic, and geography-with-history. (The history is that of
the West Indies with special reference to Trinidad). It will be
noted that the Trinidadian child of 11, unlike the Mauritian,
is not subjected to an examination in a second language;
my Trinidadian friend was horrified to learn that French was
compulsory in the Mauritius scholarship examination.

The second alternative, which has been adopted by
some colonies, is for the scholarship examination to be
taken entirely out of the hands of the Education Depart-
ment. Instead, the papers are set by a panel of examiners
in the United Kingdom, printed in the UK, sent to the colony
concerned by airmail, sent back to the UK by air-mail after
the candidates have sat the examination, and marked by a
specially recruited panel of markers. The results are then
communicated to the Education Department of the colony
concerned. By this means, no-one in the colony has any
foreknowledge of what the examination papers will contain;
no-one in the colony can in any way influence the marking
of any particular candidate’s papers.

This second alternative is a compliment to the various
examination panels and boards in the UK; but it reflects lit-
tle credit on the Education Departments in the colonies
where such a method has to be adopted. But such is the
degree of lack of public confidence in the way in which the
Mauritius Primary Schools Scholarship Examinations have
been conducted in recent years, that | feel that it will be
unavoidable, for the Minister to have to introduce this
method. It will be no discredit to his Ministry: on the con-
trary, it will be to his credit that as soon as he had the
opportunity to deal with the widespread lack of public con-
fidence and allay people’s suspicions and the rumours, he
did so. The discredit will lie at the doors of those high-up

of the support of the Mauritius
Times. If he is frustrated by some or
other departmental myrmidons, we shall be interested to
see revealed the identity of the saboteurs of educational
justice. We have our suspicion already; the success of Mr
Beejadhur’s determination depends in part on how firmly
are those potential saboteurs entrenched, partly on how
confident of themselves they feel.

If, in the upshot, heads start to roll, they won't include
Mr Beejadhur’s. The cleaning-up process has begun, and
not only in the Education Department.

And a far healthier future is looming.

Promotions & Appoinments
in the Civil Service

he following promotions in and appointments
I to the Public Service during the week ended

13th Aug. 1959, are released from the Colo-
nial Secretary’s Office:
Promotions

Mr V. S. Patten, Clerical Officer, promoted
Shorthand Writer, Judicial Department.

Mr M. Rosette, Clerical Officer, promoted
Executive Officer.

Mr N. Motur, Overseer of Gardens and Plantations
Grade Il promoted Overseer of Gardens and
Plantations Grade I, Agricultural Department,

Messrs M. Descombes and H. Angeline, Temporary
Store Clerks, promoted Temporary
Storekeepers, Granary Department.

Appointments

Messrs P. Auguste and L. V. Imbert, Temporary
Storekeepers, appointed Storekeepers,
Granary Department.

Acting Appointments

Mrs D. Ruhee, Wellare Officer Grade |, to act as
District Welfare Officer, Social Welfare
Department.

Published in MT - Issue 14 August 1959
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Socrates: But what of the candidates
themselves? Do they not have a say in
their own destinies?

Cephalus: They do, to some extent.
They are expected to finance their own
campaigns, which can be quite the finan-
cial burden. And even then, they must
curry favour with not only their own party
leaders but also those of any allied par-
ties.

Socrates: Ah, so it is not only a race
for tickets but also a dance of diplomacy!
How intriguing!

Cephalus: Indeed, Socrates! And let
us not forget the role of reputation. New
candidates, with their clean slates, may
find favour with the electorate, while the
so-called “dinosaurs” of Mauritian politics,
some of whom come with their tarnished
records, are left to roam the political
wilderness.

Socrates: Ah, the irony of politics! It
seems the more things change, the more
they stay the same. But tell me,
Cephalus, what of the people? Do they
not have a voice in this grand spectacle?

Cephalus: Alas, Socrates, they do,
but it often feels like a whisper drowned
out by the cacophony of ambition and
self-interest. Yet, there is hope. For as
long as there are philosophers like us,
asking questions and seeking truth, there
is always the possibility of change.

Socrates: Wise words, my friend. And
perhaps therein lies the true essence of
democracy — not in the power of the few,
but in the wisdom of the many.

Cephalus: Indeed, Socrates. Indeed.

Socrates: And so, as we stand amidst
the tumult of electoral fervour, let us not
lose sight of our duty as citizens — to
question, to challenge, and to strive for
the greater good.

Cephalus: Hear, hear, Socrates! For it
is in the crucible of debate and dissent
that the true strength of democracy is
forged.

Socrates: And so, my dear Cephalus,
let us delve deeper into the nature of this
electoral spectacle. Tell me, do you

believe that the current system truly
serves the interests of the people?

Cephalus: Ah, Socrates, that is a
question that has troubled many a
philosopher and politician alike. While
some argue that the system ensures re-
presentation for all segments of society,
others lament the prevalence of nepotism
and favouritism.

Socrates: Indeed, it seems that the
pursuit of power often leads to the neglect
of virtue. But tell me, Cephalus, what do
you believe is the solution to this
quandary?

Cephalus: Well, Socrates, | believe
that true reform must come from within.
We must strive to elect leaders who value
integrity over expediency, and who priori-
tize the welfare of the people above all
else.

Socrates: A noble sentiment, my
friend. But do you not think that such
leaders are few and far between?

Cephalus: Perhaps, Socrates. But it
is our duty as citizens to seek them out
and support them in their endeavours. For
it is only through collective action that we
can hope to effect real change.

Socrates: Wise words indeed,
Cephalus. And yet, | cannot help but won-
der if the allure of power will always cloud
the judgment of our leaders.

Cephalus: It is a constant struggle,
Socrates, but one that we must never tire
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of. For as long as there are those who are
willing to stand up for what is right, there
is always hope for a better tomorrow.

Socrates: And so, my dear Cephalus,
let us continue to question, to challenge,
and to strive for a more just and equitable
society. For in the pursuit of truth and
virtue lies the essence of our humanity.

Cephalus: To truth and virtue,
Socrates! And to the hope that one day,
our political system will truly reflect the
values of our society.

Socrates: And let us not forget the
importance of humour, my dear Cep-
halus, in navigating the treacherous
waters of politics.

Cephalus: Ah, yes! A hearty laugh in
the face of adversity can be a powerful
weapon indeed.

Socrates: Then let us laugh, my
friend, and let us question, for in the pur-
suit of truth lies the salvation of our
beloved Mauritius.

Cephalus: To truth and laughter,
Socrates! And to the hope that one day,
the race for electoral tickets will be won
not by the cunning, but by the virtuous.

Socrates: Indeed, Cephalus. Indeed.
And until that day comes, let us continue
to tread the path of wisdom and humour,
side by side, like two old friends in search
of enlightenment.

Plutonix
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‘ Meéfiez-vous des Ides de Mars” (“Beware the Ides
of March”) est une phrase celebre de la piece de
William Shakespeare “Jules César”. Dans la piece,

un devin met en garde César d’'un danger imminent le

jour des Ides de Mars (le 15 mars), mais César ignore

cet avertissement et rencontre finalement son destin ce

jour-la. Depuis, cette phrase est devenue un moyen

populaire de mettre en garde quelqu’un contre un dan-

ger ou une malchance potentiels, notamment autour de

la mi-mars.

Les Ides de Mars: Signification et origines

En 44 av. J.-C., la date équivalente a notre 15 mars

a valu son surnom de “journée ou 'on emporte son cou-

teau au travail” lorsque le dictateur romain Gaius Julius

BEWARE

THIS

IN MARCH?

“Méfiez-vous des Ides de Mars” - Tout au long de I’histoire, ce phrase
sinistre a été répétée comme un avertissement contre I'hubris, la nature
éphémeére de la gloire. P - YouTube

César a été poignardé 23 fois par des membres du
Sénat romain. La révélation du “Et tu, Brutus” a mis fin a la
trahison dramatique un jour marqué comme “Ides” dans le
calendrier romain. Les Ides tombaient le 15 de mars, mai,
juillet et octobre, tandis que pour les autres mois, le 13 était
le jour des Ides, tout comme les premiers jours étaient mar-
qués comme les Calendes.

Tout cela était basé sur les phases lunaires. D’origine
latine, les Ides de Mars tiraient leur signification de
“ldusMartias”, faisant référence a la mi-mars et signalant la
pleine lune dans le ciel. Par conséquent, il N’y a aucune rai-
son logique pour nous de “nous méfier des Ides” (sauf pour
Jules César). Cette date ne faisait que signaler l'arrivée de
la premiére pleine lune.

Le calendrier romain avait trois intervalles mensuels
fixes, contrairement aux dates que le calendrier moderne
attribue a chaque jour. Commencant par les Calendes
comme premier jour du mois suivant, venaient ensuite les
Nones, c'est-a-dire le cinquieéme ou le septiéme jour, et les
Ides, c'est-a-dire le 13 ou le 15. L'un des premiers calen-
driers romains marquait méme les Ides de Mars comme la
premiere pleine lune de la nouvelle année, en particulier
avec le mois de mars reconnu comme le premier mois de
'année romaine.

Alors que les Nones et les Calendes conservaient leur
statut de simples indicateurs de date dans le passé, les
« Ides de Mars » ont gagné en notoriété lorsque César a été
assassiné, méme par certains de ses alliés politiques.
L'événement choquant a été identifi€ comme un tournant

dans l'histoire romaine, immortalisant a jamais la date. La
piece de Shakespeare recrée simplement le coup de
théatre historique dans ses piéeces, attribuant une fois de
plus a la prétendue mise en garde du devin une célébrité
immortelle.

Méme avant que Shakespeare ne nous mette en garde
contre ce jour redouté, il était observé comme la date limite
romaine pour régler les dettes et les loyers.

Le 15 mars: Un jour porteur de malchance?

Les couleurs sinistres de cette journée ne s’arrétent pas
la. Apparemment, pour le quatriéme anniversaire de la mort
de Jules César, le premier souverain de 'Empire romain,
Octave, alias Auguste, a provoqué un bain de sang massif
en exécutant des politiciens et des soldats ayant prété allé-
geance a 'ennemi pendant la guerre civile.

Des années plus tard, au XlIXe siécle, un cyclone a
ravageé trois navires de guerre ameéricains et trois allemands,
tuant plus de 200 marins. Quand, me demanderez-vous?
Le 15 mars 1889.

Ensuite, a la méme date en 1939, Adolf Hitler a fermé les
yeux sur l'accord de Munich - un accord conjoint entre
'Allemagne, la Grande-Bretagne et la France - et a envahi
des parties de la Tchécoslovaquie, attisant le feu pour la pro-
chaine Seconde Guerre mondiale. En 2011, la guerre civile
syrienne a également commence le 15 mars.

De plus, la connaissance horrifiante sur la maniére dont
'humanité a commenceé I'épuisement de la couche d’'ozone
a également été révélée le 15 mars 1988.

Il N’y a aucune corrélation solide entre ces développe-

ments historiques. Pourtant, les coincidences fatales ont
perpétuellement terni la date pour le monde.

Quelques autres dates de superstition malchanceuse
comme les «ldes de Mars» en fonction des pays :

- Le vendredi 13 (Europe)

- Le 8 aodt (Inde)

- Le 14 avril (historiquement)

- Le 4 avril (Chine)

- Le 28 décembre (selon une ancienne tradition populaire)

Bien que les origines des craintes associées aux «ldes
de Mars» remontent a 'assassinat de Jules César, les évé-
nements historiques ultérieurs ont contribué a renforcer
cette superstition dans I'imaginaire collectif.

Il est indéniable que de nombreux événements signifi-
catifs, qu'ils soient positifs ou négatifs, ont eu lieu au mois de
mars a travers le monde, affectant des pays, des gouverne-
ments et des leaders politiques. Cette série de coin-
cidences peut parfois susciter des superstitions et des spé-
culations sur la signification du mois de mars dans l'histoire
et la politique.

Par exemple, le début de la guerre civile syrienne en
mars 2011 et linvasion de la Tchécoslovaquie par Adolf
Hitler en mars 1939 sont des événements majeurs qui ont
eu des conséquences mondiales significatives. De méme,
des évenements comme l'assassinat de l'archiduc Frangois-
Ferdinand en mars 1914, qui a déclenché la Premiere
Guerre mondiale, ou la création de I'Union européenne en
mars 1957, ont marqué l'histoire de maniére notable.

Cependant, il est important de noter que ces évene-
ments sont le résultat de circonstances historiques com-
plexes.

En ce qui concerne ['lle Maurice et son contexte politique
actuel, il serait imprudent de tirer des conclusions hatives
sur la corrélation entre les «ldes de Mars» et les événe-
ments politiques locaux. L'année électorale a Maurice peut
étre un moment de grande incertitude et de tumulte poli-
tique, mais la maniére dont les événements se dérouleront
pour Maurice et ses leaders politiques dépendra de diverses
variables telles que les politiques gouvernementales, les
performances économiques et les dynamiques sociales,
plutét que d'une quelconque influence des «ldes de Mars»
ou d'autres superstitions.

Quoi qu'il en sait, la date du 15 mars continuera de sus-
citer soit des inquiétudes soit de la fascination, rappelant a
chacun la fragilité de la vie et l'incertitude du destin.

A. Bartleby

4||I|',ﬁ[t1;1~

Lucky Numbers: 5, 10, 15, 21, 27, 34

GEMINI: MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Virgo, focus on personal growth and self-improvement

SAGITTARIUS: NOV 22 - DEC 21
Sagittarius, embrace your sense of adventure and
curiosity this week. Pay attention to your finances and
make wise investments for the future. By taking
calculated risks and being proactive in decision-mak-
ing, you'll lay the groundwork for long-term success
and prosperity.

Lucky Numbers: 2,7,12, 18, 24, 31
CAPRICORN: DEC 22 - JAN 19
Capricorn, focus on productivity and achievement while
maintaining balance in personal and professional life.
Make significant progress in your endeavours but
guard against burout by prioritizing self-care. Nurture
meaningful connections with loved ones to cultivate
overall fulfilment and well-being.

Lucky Numbers: 6, 11, 16, 22, 28, 35
AQUARIUS: JAN 20 - FEB 18
Aquarius, embrace your individuality and innovative
ideas this week. Challenge the status quo with
confidence, trusting in your intuition despite potential
resistance from others. Your unique perspective has
the power to inspire positive change and spark new
opportunities for growth and understanding.

PISCES: FEB 19 - MAR 20
Pisces, delve into introspection and emotional healing.
Connect with your innermost thoughts and feelings to
address unresolved issues from the past. Trust in the
healing power of self-reflection and forgiveness to set
yourself free. Pay attention to your dreams and
intuition, as they offer valuable insights.
Lucky Numbers: 4, 9, 14, 20, 26, 33
ARIES: MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
Aries is propelled by a surge of energy and
determination. However, there’s a need to balance
enthusiasm with caution to avoid impulsiveness.
Strategic planning and clear communication are
essential, especially in relationships where conflicts
may arise from brashness.
Lucky Numbers: 7,12, 18, 21, 27, 36
TAURUS: APR 20 - MAY 20
This week emphasizes the importance of self-care and
financial stability. Take time to recharge and pamper
yourself while reviewing your budget to cut back on
unnecessary expenses. By being mindful of resources
and nurturing your well-being, you'll set the stage for
greater stability and fulfilment in the long term.
Lucky Numbers: 4, 9, 15, 22, 29, 35

Gemini thrives in social situations this week, navigating
with ease and charm. However, beware of gossip or
miscommunication that could lead to
misunderstandings. Choose words carefully and aim
for clarity in interactions. Collaborate with like-minded
individuals but stay vigilant against potential conflicts
arising from misunderstandings.

Lucky Numbers: 3, 8, 14, 20, 25, 32
CANCER: JUNE 21 - JULY 22
For Cancer, the focus is on home and family. Nurture
and strengthen bonds with loved ones through shared
activities and heartfelt conversations. Address any
unresolved emotional issues within the household to
foster greater harmony and understanding. Lucky
Numbers: 2,7, 13,19, 24, 31
LEO: JULY 23 - AUG 22
Leo, this week encourages you to shine in the spotlight
and express your talents freely. Embrace your creativity
and charisma as you pursue your passions with
boldness. Don't shy away from new opportunities that
excite you, as fortune favours the bold. Trust in your
abilities and let your light shine brightly for all to see.
Lucky Numbers: 1,6, 11,17, 23, 30
VIRGO: AUG 23 - SEPT 22

this week. Set ambitious goals and seize opportunities
for learning and development. Prioritize your health and
well-being, making self-care a priority. Strive for
balance between work and relaxation to maintain opti-
mal vitality and fulfilment in all areas of life.
Lucky Numbers: 5, 10, 16, 21, 28, 34
LIBRA: SEPT 23 - OCT 22
Libra, find balance in relationships by prioritizing open
communication and compromise. Reflect on your
needs and priorities and engage in honest
conversations with loved ones. Cooperation and
understanding will be key to resolving conflicts and
strengthening connections. Remember to carve out
time for self-care amidst social demands.
Lucky Numbers: 4, 9, 14, 20, 26, 33
SCORPION: 23 OCT - 21 NOV
This week, Scorpio experiences a surge of passion and
intensity. Harness this energy to pursue your goals with
determination but be wary of power struggles or
conflicts in interactions with others. Trust your instincts
while remaining open to feedback and guidance from
trusted allies. Your inner strength will help you
overcome obstacles and emerge victorious.
Lucky Numbers: 3, 8, 13, 19, 25, 32
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Let me check my
phone again

ecent research conducted by students and a profes-
Rsor at the University of Cincinnati Blue Ash College

delves into the impact of smartphone usage on indi-
viduals with obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD). The
study, co-authored by undergraduate students Kaley
Aukerman, Madi Kenna, and Ryan Padgett, and overseen by
Assistant Professor Alex Holte, was published online in
Current Psychology.

The research aimed to evaluate the relationship between
OCD symptoms and Problematic Smartphone Use (PSU),
exploring how smartphone usage could escalate to un-
healthy levels for individuals dealing with OCD, a psychiatric
disorder characterized by unwanted and distressing thoughts
leading to repetitive behaviours.

P - elitedaily.com

The study involved surveying over 400 participants,
assessing various aspects such as obsessive-compulsive
behaviour, fear of missing out, inhibitory anxiety, boredom
proneness, and PSU. The findings highlighted that indivi-
duals with clinically significant levels of OCD are more sus-
ceptible to PSU compared to those with non-clinical levels of
OCD.

The research also identified that fear of missing out and
boredom play a significant role in influencing the connection
between OCD and PSU. According to Alex Holte, the com-
pensatory internet use theory suggests that individuals with
OCD may use their phones to seek certainty and alleviate
fears related to their condition.

The study further delineates a chain of actions wherein
OCD predicts boredom proneness, fear of missing out, and
inhibitory anxiety, ultimately leading individuals with OCD to
engage in repetitive checking of their phones.

The publication of this research is noteworthy, consi-
dering the rare occurrence of undergrad students getting
published. Holte expressed surprise and satisfaction at the
rapid response from Current Psychology, leading to the
online publication of the research just months after submis-
sion.

For the student researchers - Aukerman, Kenna, and
Padgett - the journey of being part of the research process
and learning how to document their findings has been a va-
luable and rewarding learning experience. They emphasized
the significance of adjusting to scientific literature, mastering
writing, and formatting skills crucial for publication in the aca-
demic realm.

Kids

CUrious ““w d“ g““le dogs kn“w Whﬂl’ﬂ
their owners want to go?

As part of their training, a quide dog will practise getting around some of
the most common places the person they will guide needs to go.

How do guide dogs know where
their owners want to go?
- Mia, age 6.

ia, thank you for your question. | know a bit
Mabout this topic because | have some ex-
perience training and using an assistance
dog myself. Also, as part of my job teaching at a uni-
versity, I'm working with a number of students doing

research projects on assistance dogs.

The answer to your great question is actually
quite simple. Guide dogs, which are assistance dogs
for people who are blind or vision impaired, know
where to go because they practise.

Practice makes perfect — just like how you might
learn to walk from home to school, or how adults
know how to drive to different places without getting
lost.

As part of their training a guide dog will practise
getting around to some of the most common places
the person they will guide needs to go. This may
include the shops near their home, or from their home
to the bus stop.

So, in simple terms, guide dogs only know how to
get to and from familiar places they have practised
the routes for.

What most people don’t realise, though, is the
person the dog is guiding still needs to know where
they are going too.

Identifying obstacles

There is a lot of training a guide dog will do before
they are taught familiar places. This is because ma-
king sure they guide a person safely is much more
than knowing where to go.

Say you are walking to school and the branch of
a tree has fallen across the path you normally walk
on.

If that branch was small, you might just step over
it. If it is big, you might go around it or even cross to
the other side of the road.

Since a blind person may not be able to see the
branch, it's up to their guide dog to let them know it is
there. How they do this will depend on how big the
branch is.

If it is small the dog may help safely guide the per-
son around it. If it is large and they can’t get around
easily, they will block the person, so they know there
is something in the way.

It is then up to the person to work with their dog to
help them safely find a way past the branch.

This means a big part of being a guide dog is let-
ting the person they are guiding know when there is
an obstacle in their way.

To a blind person an obstacle can include things
like the step down off the path onto the road, or a step
up into a shop. These are things you probably don’t
even think of as an obstacle when walking.

4l

_Just. like-people train fbr-_fhéir jqbs,' dogs h'a};}, .
to do special training to become guide dogs:
P - shutterstock.com :

Working as a team

A lot of people may think a guide dog tells a per-
son when they can cross a road. But this is not ac-
tually true.

The dog will block the person from stepping onto
the road to let them then know they have reached the
end of the path.

It is then up to the person to listen to their sur-
rounds and decide if it is safe to cross the road.

It is the person who tells the dog it is safe to cross
the road — not the other way around.

Carmel Nottle

Lecturer - Human Movement / Clinical Exercise
Physiology, University of South Australia

CHILDREN FOUNDATION

The Annual General Meeting of Children
Foundation will be held on Saturday 13 April 2024
at 10:00 am at 9, Britannia Park Vacoas.

AGENDA:

1. Reading and Approval of Last Minutes of
Proceedings

2. President Report 3. Treasurer Report
4. Approval of Audited Annual Accounts 2023

5. Approval of Budget Estimate and Expenditure
2024/2025

6. Approval of Future Projects/Investment

7. Election of Executive Committee Members
2024-2029

Secretary 22 March 2024
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guy arrived at the gates of heaven.
St. Peter asks, “Religion?”

The man says, “Church of England.”

St. Peter peruses his list and says,
“Okay, go straight ahead to room twenty-
four, but keep quiet when you pass by
room eight.”

Another guy arrives at the gates of
heaven. St. Peter puts the same question.

“Catholic,” the man replies.

“Okay, proceed to room eighteen, but
be very quiet when you pass room eight.”

A third fellow calls at the gate. St. Peter
puts the same question.

“Jewish,” replies the man.

“Okay, go to room eleven, but do not
talk when you are near room eight.”

“I can understand there being different
rooms for different religions, but why must
| be quiet when | pass room eight?”

St. Peter tells him, “The J... Witnesses
are in room eight. They think they're the
only ones in heaven.”

* k%

The Panda

panda bear walks into a restaurant
and orders a meal.
After eating he pulls out a gun, shoots
the place to the ground, and runs away.
Quickly the bartender runs after him
yelling, “Hey you can’t do this!!!”
The panda turns around and yells “Yes
| can. Look me up in the encyclopedia!”
So, the bartender looks up “Panda” in
the encyclopaedia, and it reads:
“Panda: increasingly rare species of
bear that can be found in the eastern part
of Asia. It eats shoots and leaves.”

* * %
[ WHERE ARE \ AGAINT EVERY TIME.
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WHERE I'M BOING.
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Both sides of the law

AZOIICG officer arrives at the scene of
n accident, in which a car smashed
into a tree.
The cop rushes over to the vehicle and
asks the driver, “Are you seriously hurt?”
“How should | know?” the man ans-
wers, “I'm not a lawyer!”

* * %

Anniversary gift

he: “Sweetheart, what’s your gift for our

25th anniversary?”

He: “A trip to Thailand.”

She: “That's amazing! And what about
when we hit our 50th anniversary?” she
asked.

He: “That's when | come back to get

you.

* * *

66If you're planning to go to the forest,

always remember to pack a radio, a
flare and a pack of cards.

If you get lost, you can try to use the
radio to call someone.

If you run out of batteries, you can shot
the flare up into the air...

The cards? Well, if the radio doesn’t
work and the flare gets wet, you sit down
and play solitary.

Sooner than later someone will tap you
in the shoulder to ask you: “Why don’t you
move the queen of hearts to the king of
clubs”

Y60 GoT AN “I"” ON YOOR
SPELLING TEST? WHAT DOES

THAT MEAN?

£
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Two hunters are out in the woods when
one of them collapses.

He’s not breathing and his eyes are
glazed, so his friend calls 911.

“My friend is dead! What should | do?”

The operator replies, “Calm down, sir. |
can help. First make sure that he’s dead.”

There’s a silence, then a loud bang.

Back on the phone, the guy says, “OK,
now what?”

* * %

When my husband and | arrived at an
automobile dealership to pick up our

car, we were told the keys had been
locked in it. We went to the service depart-
ment and found a mechanic working fe-

verishly to unlock the driver’s side door.
As | watched from the passenger side,
| instinctively tried the door handle and dis-
covered that it was unlocked. “Hey,” |
announced to the technician, “it's open!”
To which he replied, “I know — |
already got that side.”

* * %

manager brings a dog into a nightclub
to work.

The dog is a brilliant piano player. He
plays all the standards. He’s sitting there,
pounding out the tunes when all of a sud-
den, a big dog comes in and drags him
out.

The nightclub owner asks, “What hap-
pened’” The manager says, “That’s his
mother. She wants him to be a doctor.”

I keep losing my phene!

Why doesn't someone just
invent a phone that stays
| attached to the wall?!

A man and an ostrich
walk into..

man and an ostrich walk into a restau-
rant. The waitress asks, “What will it
be?”

The man replied,
coke.”

“And you?” have the same,” the ostrich
replies. They finish their meal and pay.
“That will be $4.50,” The man reached into
his pocket and pulled out the exact
amount. They do this every day till Friday.

“The usual?” she asked. “No, today is
Friday. I'll have steak and a coke.”

“Me to00.” says the ostrich. They finish
and pay. “That will be $10.95”

The man reached in and pulled out the
exact amount again just like all week.

The waitress was dumbfounded. “How
is it that you always have the exact
amount?”

“Well,” says the man. “I was cleaning
my attic, and | found a dusty lamp. | rubbed
it and a genie appeared.” Wow!” said the
waitress. “What did you wish for?”

“| asked that when | needed to pay for
something, the exact amount would
appear in my pocket.” “Amazing! Most
people would ask for a million dollars. But
what's with the ostrich?” “Well,” said the
man. “| also asked for a chick with long

“A burger and a

1!

7 How EA%Y! Howl £Assy! \
{ T JUSTBoUGHT |[ T JUST
A GIF7 FOR A EXCHANGED /

- Hello! Gordon's pizza (Pizza Hut)?

- No sir, it's Google's pizza.

- So it's a wrong number? Sorry.

- No sir, Google bought it (Google
bought Pizza Hut).

- OK. Take my order please.

- Well sir, you want the usual?

- The usual? You know me?

- According to our caller ID data sheet,
in the last 12 times, you ordered pizza with
cheese, sausage, thick crust.

-OK! Thisis it ...

- May | suggest to you this time ricotta,
arugula with dry tomato?

- What? | hate vegetables.

- Your cholesterol is not good, sir.

- How do you know?

- We crossed the number of your fixed
line with your name, through the sub-
scribers guide.

We have the result of your blood tests
for the last 7 years.

- Okay, but | do not want this pizza! |
already take medicine ...

- Excuse me, but you have not taken
the medicine regularly, from our commer-
cial database, 4 months ago, you only pur-
chased a box with 30 cholesterol tablets at
Drugsale Network.

- | bought more from another drug-
store.

- It's not showing on your credit card
statement.

- | paid in cash.

- But you did not withdraw that much
cash according to your bank statement.

- | have another source of cash.

This is not showing as per your last Tax
form unless you bought them from an
undeclared income source.

- What the hell?

- I'm sorry, sir, we use such information
only with the intention of helping you.

- Enough! I'm sick of Google,
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp. I'm going
to an Island without internet, cable TV,
where there is no cell phone line and no
one to watch me or spy on me.

- | understand sir but you need to
renew your passport first as it has expired
5 weeks ago.




The Gift of the Magi

‘The Gift of the Magi” is a heart-

warming and beautifully craf-

ted short story by O. Henry,
first published in 1905. The story
revolves around a young, poor Cou-
ple, Jim, and Della, who live in a
small apartment in New York City.
Despite their financial struggles,
they are deeply in love and always
find ways to make each other
happy.

As Christmas approaches, they
both want to give each other a spe-
cial gift, but they can't afford to buy
anything expensive. Della, who has
long, beautiful hair, starts to feel
guilty that she has nothing to give
to Jim, who is equally worried about
what he can give her.

Della decides to sell her hair to
buy Jim a watch chain for his prized
possession, a gold watch that has
been passed down from his grand-

By Donna Ashworth

hen God created woman,
s ’s / he was working late on the
6th day. An angel came by

and asked, “Why spend so much
time on her?” The Lord answered,
“Have you seen all the specifications
| have to meet to shape her? She
must function in all kinds of situa-
tions. She must be able to embrace
several kids at the same time. Have
a hug that can heal anything from a
bruised knee to a broken heart. She
must do all this with only two hands.
She cures herself when sick and can
work 18 hours a day.”

The angel was impressed, “Just
two hands...impossible! And this is
the standard model?”

The angel came closer and
touched the woman. “But you have
made her so soft, Lord.”

“She is soft”, said the Lord, “But |
have made her strong. You can't

father. She visits a hair salon and
gets her hair cut short and sells it for
$20, which is a lot of money for her.
She uses the money to buy a beauti-
ful watch chain for Jim's watch.

On the other hand, Jim decides to
sell his watch to buy Della a set of

The Creation of Woman

imagine what she can endure and
overcome.”

“Can she think?”
asked.

the angel

The Lord answered, “Not only
can she think, but she can also rea-
son and negotiate.”

The angel touched her cheeks.
“Lord, it seems this creation is leak-
ing! You have put too many burdens
on her.”

“She is not leaking...it is a tear”
the Lord corrected the angel.

“What's it for?” asked the angel.

The Lord said, “Tears are her
way of expressing her grief, her
doubts, her love, her loneliness, her
suffering, and her pride.”

This made a big impression on
the angel, “Lord, you are a genius.
You thought of everything. A woman
is indeed marvellous!”

The Lord said, “Indeed she is.

combs for her hair. He sells the watch
for $18 and uses the money to buy a
set of beautiful combs for Della's hair.

= On Christmas morning, they
both excitedly exchange their gifts.
Della is ecstatic when she sees
the watch chain and Jim is thrilled
with the combs. But as they both
admire their gifts, they both realize
that their gifts are now useless.
Jim's watch no longer has a chain
and Della no longer has the long
hair to use the combs.

The story might seem sad but
it's a commentary on the true
meaning of love and sacrifice. It
shows that the greatest gifts are
not always the most expensive or
materialistic, but rather the ones
that come from the heart and show
the depth of one's love and devotion.

It is a beautiful reminder that true
love is not measured by material
things but by the sacrifices that we
make for the ones we love.

She has strength that amazes a
man. She can handle trouble and
carry heavy burdens. She holds hap-
piness, love, and opinions. She
smiles when she feels like screa-
ming. She sings when she feels like
crying. Cries when happy and
laughs when afraid. She fights for
what she believes in. Her love is
unconditional. Her heart is broken
when a next-of-kin or a friend dies
but she finds strength to get on with
life.”

The angel asked: “So she is a
perfect being?”

The Lord replied, “No. She has
just one drawback...she often forgets
what she is worth.”
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Thoughts to Live by

Philosophy
About Too Much

1. If you speak too much, you will lie. 2

2. If you think too much, you will be
depressed.

3. If you cry too much, you will lose
your sight.

4. |f you love too much, you will be
lost.

If you care too much, you will be taken for granted.

If you play too much, you will not be taken serious often.
If you trust too much, you will be betrayed.

If you work too much, you will die of stress.

9. If you eat too much, you will be obsessed.

10. If you sleep too much, you will be idle.

11. If you spend too much, you will have no future.

12.1f you wear make up too much, you will lose your beauty.
13.1f you look too much, you will lose your focus.

14.1f you pursue life too much, you will lose everything.
But...

® N oo

When you pray too much, you will have everything.

When you have too much patience, you will have
the whole world.

When you invest too much, you will have your
future guaranteed.
When you let go too much, you will have peace of mind.
When you are careful too much, you will be
saved of many evils.
When you serve God too much, you will receive unlimited and

unspeakable reward and testimony.
* % *

Nothing you love is lost. Not really.
Things, people — they always go away, sooner or later.
You can't hold them any more than you can hold moonlight.
But if they’ve touched you, if they're inside you,
then they're still yours.
The only things you ever really have are the ones you hold
inside your heart.
By Bruce Coville

Fear
Khalil Gibran

It is said that before entering the sea
ariver trembles with fear.

She looks back at the path she has traveled,
from the peaks of the mountains,
the long winding road crossing forests and villages.

And in front of her,

she sees an ocean so vast,

that to enter

there seems nothing more than to disappear forever.

But there is no other way.
The river can not go back.

Nobody can go back.
To go back is impossible in existence.

The river needs to take the risk

of entering the ocean

because only then will fear disappear,
because that’s where the river will know
it’s not about disappearing into the ocean,
but of becoming the ocean.
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Healthy Aging

Why time seems to pass faster as
we age (and how 10 SlﬂW it l|0WII]

s we journey through life, the ticking clock
Aappears to gain speed, leaving many wondering
why time accelerates with age. Emily Shiffer, from
Healthy Aging Guide, explores the mysteries of this phe-
nomenon and its impact on mental health, shedding light

on recent studies and offering strategies to slow down
time intentionally.

The perception of time holds significant sway over
our mental well-being. Anxiety is often linked to the sen-
sation of time slipping away, while intentionally slowing it
down can alleviate stress and induce relaxation, a crucial
consideration for mental health, especially in times of
upheaval, such as the recent global pandemic.

Researchers grapple with unravelling the complexi-
ties of time perception. One theory suggests that as we
age, our ability to process visual information diminishes,
resulting in a perception of fewer mental images and the
feeling that time is accelerating. The recent study from
Hungary adds another layer to this exploration.

Unveiling age-related time perceptions

Conducted by Zoltan Nadasdy, PhD, a psychology
professor at E6tvos Lorand University in Hungary, the
study delved into the connection between age and time
perception. The research divided 138 participants into
three age groups: 4 to 5, 9 to 10, and adults 18 or older.

Participants watched two 1-minute videos — one
action-packed, depicting a police officer rescuing ani-
mals, and another monotonous, showing prisoners

escaping in a rowboat. Strikingly, the youngest group
perceived the eventful video as longer, while older par-
ticipants identified the uneventful one as longer.

Nadasdy highlighted the shift that occurs between
ages 6 and 10, where individuals transition from viewing
time as content, laden with events, to perceiving time as
absolute, independent of perception. Adults, in this view,
rely more on external time checks, such as clocks or the
sun’s position.

Deciphering time conceptualization

The study also explored how children and adults con-
ceptualize time differently. When asked to show the

duration of each video with their arms, the youngest kids
used a mix of gestures, while older participants preferred
horizontal arm expressions, representing time as a
straight line moving left to right.

Psychology professor Adam Anderson, PhD, empha-
sized that cognitive functions don’t necessarily get “bet-
ter” with age but differ in how individuals judge time. The
study revealed that participants of various ages never
considered the two videos equal in length, highlighting
diverse perspectives on time.

Lessons from childhood experiences

Drawing parallels with childhood experiences,
Anderson provided insights into intentionally slowing
down time:

Reflect on Joyful Experiences: Integrate joyful

moments into your personal timeline to create lasting

memories.

Listen to Others: By paying attention to others’ lives

and sharing perspectives, you enrich your own life.

View the World Like a Child: Embrace curiosity and

engagement, focusing on the present moment with a

childlike wonder.

Focus on Breathing: Concentrate on your breathing

for a minute, connecting your body’s experience with

time perception.

Pay Attention to Your Heart: Count your heartbeats

for a minute to take control of your sense of time,

slowing it down.

Slow Your Heart Rate: Practice slow breathing to

reset how your brain and heart experience time,

signalling the body to calm down.

In conclusion, understanding the intricacies of time
perception in healthy aging allows us to navigate its
impact on mental health. By appreciating diverse pers-
pectives on time and incorporating intentional strategies,
individuals can create a more fulfilling and deliberately
paced life.

A Relationship Advice

Trules actually worth following,
according to therapists

echoing from various sources, it can be

challenging to discern the truly valuable
insights from the noise. Amidst the plethora
of suggestions bombarding us from friends,
family, and the media, it's essential to filter
out the advice that holds genuine merit.

Fortunately, therapists specializing in
couples’ dynamics offer insights into rela-
tionship principles that stand the test of
time. Kelsey Borresen of HuffPost sought
guidance from these experts to uncover

In the cacophony of relationship advice

relationship rules that they truly believe in.
Here’s a distilled version of their wisdom:

Sustain the Spark: Continuously nur-
ture your connection with your partner,
regardless of the relationship stage. Avoid
falling into complacency by actively dating
each other. Whether through small ges-
tures or creative date nights, prioritize
keeping the flame alive.

Curb Comparison: Resist the tempta-
tion to compare your relationship to others.
Every partnership is unique, and attempting

to emulate others can undermine your
authenticity. Establish your own guidelines
tailored to your dynamic, free from external
pressures.

Embrace Discomfort: Confront
uncomfortable issues rather than sweeping
them under the rug. Tackling challenging
conversations fosters growth and prevents
unresolved issues from festering. Make it a
rule to address discomfort head-on,
strengthening your bond in the process.

Practice Gratitude: Cultivate a habit of
expressing gratitude daily. Acknowledge
the contributions your partner makes to
your life, no matter how small. This practice
not only deepens appreciation but also fos-
ters a positive dynamic within the relation-
ship.

Transparent Communication: Priori-
tize honesty and clarity in your communica-
tion. By being transparent about your needs
and emotions, you foster trust and deepen
intimacy. Authenticity forms the cornerstone
of a resilient and fulfilling partnership.

Nurture Trust: Recognize the signifi-
cance of trust in your relationship. Consis-
tently engage in behaviors that reinforce
trust and avoid actions that erode it. Open
dialogue and mutual understanding are
instrumental in maintaining a strong foun-
dation of trust.

Beyond Love: Acknowledge that love
alone may not suffice to sustain a relation-
ship. Delve deeper into the shared values,
aspirations, and commitments that under-
pin your connection. Understanding the
purpose and significance of your partner-
ship provides resilience during challenging
times.

By adhering to these refined relation-
ship principles, you can cultivate a dynamic
that not only endures but flourishes. Each
guideline serves as a compass, guiding you
towards a deeper understanding of yourself
and your partner, fostering a relationship
grounded in authenticity and mutual
respect.

Top of Form




Top 8 #Hollywood and Bollywood

movieg, gerieg to watch tRig weelend

From star-led whodunits to geopolitical satire, this week’s picks are rich and enjoyable

ondering what to watch this week or the series
W that you must give your time to during your
down-time? Sweat not - Manjusha
Radhakrishnan of Gulf News has done the leg work for

you and has put together a list of mostly new shows and
films that will make you weekend exciting.

The Regime

The Regime
(OSN+):  Kate
Winslet plays the
mercurial Chan-
cellor Elena
Vernham of a
Central  Euro-
pean country
with such impressive command, that you are hooked from the
word go. She’s no regular politician in this geo-palitical series,
her style of governance is all about being emotional towards her
subjects and being completely exploitative/narcissistic . Her
charisma as this dictator is palpable and the scenes in which
she’s manipulative in one and vulnerable in the other is a mas-
terclass in great acting. It's a six-episode series, with one
episode dropping each week every Sunday.

Murder Mubarak

Murder Mubarak (Netflix):
Director Homi Adjania’s Hindi-
language murder mystery is
meditative, meandering, and
maintains a languid pace, akin
to a podcast series. Actor
Pankaj Tripathi portrays the
seemingly benign police offi-
cer, ACP Bhavani Singh,
called to investigate a series of
sudden deaths in an elite
Delhi club’s gym. The motley
group of well-heeled members of this exclusive ‘Delhi Royal
Club,’ played by Sara Ali Khan, Dimple Kapadia, Sanjay Kapoor,
and Karisma Kapoor, naturally become suspects in this murder
investigation. While the climax is a tad predictable, stay with
them and the
pay-off isn’t too
murky.

Shaitaan: R
Madhavan and
Ajay Devgn are
in top form in this
super-natural
thriller, directed by Vikas Bahl. The movie kicks off with a family
letting in a stranger into their farmhouse and how that outlier
begins wielding an unusual and creepy control over their
teenage daughter. He's playing a warped game, and they
become the reluctant
players to his obno-
& | xious power games.

Manjummal Boys

Manjummal
Boys: This Malaya-
lam language sur-
vival thriller, directed
and written by Chi-
dambaram of ‘Jane-

man’ fame, is about a bunch of twenty-somethings from
Kottayam in Kerala who go on a boys' trip to Kodaikkanal. These
band of boys from Kottayam — who have grown up together —
decide to try their hand at exploring a restricted spot called Guna
Cave. It's the location where Tamil icon Kamal Haasan had shot
his iconic song ‘Kanmani Anbodu’ from the 1991 film ‘Gunaa’.
But things go disastrously wrong as one of their mates slips and
goes plunging down a crevice. It's based on a true-life story.
Starring the incredibly talented
Soubin Shahir, Sreenath Bhasi,
and Balu Varghese, this fim on
their misadventures is high on
suspense and thrills. The cine-
matography is also compelling.
Ae Watan Mere Watan
Ae Watan Mere Watan
(Amazon Prime Video).. Set in the |
pre-Independence era, it's a pa-
triotic tale of the unsung heroes
who fought for their country’s free-
dom. The film chronicles the life of Usha Mehta (Sara Ali Khan)
who launches a radio station called Congress Radio in her fight
against the British rule. The movie also features Emraan Hashmi
in a crucial role of Ram Manohar Lohi.

Ozler

Abraham Ozler (Dis-
ney+): Seasoned Malayalam
actor Jayaram plays the ve-
teran cop Abraham Ozler
who sets out to hunt down a
serial killed. Jayaram is in top
form in this police procedural
and has enough twists to
keep you invested.

Poor Things

Poor Things (Disney +):
Emma Stone’s Oscar-winning performance in this fantasy-
meets-Frankestein drama re- :

volves around a young woman
created by a demented sur-
geon (Willem Dafoe). Stone
plays Bella Baxter in this
incredible and fantastical tale
who’s brought back to life by
the brilliant and unconventional
scientist Dr Godwin Baxter.

Apples Never Fall

Apples Never Fall (OSN+):
Based on Liane Moriarty’s
New York Times bestselling
novel, “Apples Never Fall” revolves around the seemingly pic-
ture-perfect Delaney family from Florida. Former tennis coaches
Stan (Sam Neill) and Joy (Annette Bening) have sold their suc-
cessful tennis academy and are ready to embark on what
should be the golden years of their lives.

As they anticipate spending
qua-lity time with their four adult
children, the dynamics shift dra-
matically when a wounded young
woman, Savannah, portrayed by
Flood, unexpectedly appears on

Joy and Stan’s doorstep. The
| stranger injects a newfound excite-
ment into their lives. However, Joy
mysteriously disappears...

Miss World 202%: Sini
Shcetty reveals her dream
to step into Bollywood

ndia hosted
Ithe presti-
gious Miss

World pageant
last Saturday
(March 9) after
almost 28
years, the last
one being in
1996. The pag-
eant saw 120
contestants
from countries
across the
globe. India was
represented by
Femina Miss
India World
2022 winner
Sini Shetty.

For her, as a 24-year-old native of Mumbai,
she has a unique blend of her Karnataka heri-
tage, and her love for dance led her to complete
Arangetram in Bharatanatyam at the age of 14.
Responding to a question by Outlook about
whether there are any prior Miss Worlds or their
speeches that she relates to, Shetty revealed
that she connects with the Miss World ex-
perience of Priyanka Chopra.

She said, “I hold great admiration for
Priyanka Chopra, particularly as a former Miss
World. Her journey in pageantry resonates with
me, as | connect with the dedication, prepara-
tions, and hard work that are integral to the
Miss World experience. Priyanka Chopra’s
accomplishments in both the pageant world and
her flourishing career serve as a tremendous
source of inspiration for me. | aspire to obtain
the resilience, grace, and commitment to excel-
lence, not only in the realm of beauty pageants
but also in carving out a successful and multi-
faceted career.”

Last but not least, she mentioned how she
also harbors Bollywood dreams, just like some
of the earlier pageant title holders, including
Priyanka Chopra, Sushmita Sen, Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan, Juhi Chawla, Lara Dutta, Dia Mirza,
and several others.

“l am a Bollywood baby. | have been a great
fan of Bollywood, and | am working towards
stepping into the world of Bollywood. With a
passion for dance, my dream is to grace the sil-
ver screen with performances reminiscent of
iconic figures like Madhuri Dixit and Sridevi. |
view Bollywood not just as a career aspiration
but as a platform where | can express my love
for performing arts and contribute to the rich
cultural tapestry of Indian cinema. Stepping into
Bollywood represents a significant personal
and professional aspiration, and | am commit-
ted to putting in the necessary effort and dedi-
cation to make this dream a reality. | look for-
ward to the exciting journey that lies ahead in
the world of Bollywood,” she signed off by say-

ing.
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MBC 1

05.41 Tele: A Que No Me Dejas
06.00 Serial: The Equalizer
07.20 Film: Texas

08.50 Serial: Falling Water
09.35 Tele: Amour A Mort

10.20 The Gardener’s Daughter
10.50 Tele: L’Envers Du Paradis
11.13 Tele: La Reina Del Flow
12.00 Le Journal

12.35 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

13.20 Tele: Fierce Angel
13.45 Tele: Pasion Y Poder
14.06 Le Livre Perdu Des Sorti...

15.25 Film: The Dark Beginnings Of

Sherlock Holmes
17.30 The Gardener’s Daughter
18.31 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya
18.55 Serial: Swaran Ghar
20.30 Film: A Dog’s Way Home

22.05 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

22.48 The Gardener’s Daughter

04.09 Serial: Airwolf

04.55 Tele: A Que No Me Dejas
06.40 Tele: Amour A Mort

07.05 Serial: Briarpatch

07.50 Serial: Rookie Blue

08.30 Serial: NCIS: New Orleans
09.15 Serial: Hooten & The Lady
09.59 Serial: Airwolf

10.50 Serial: SW.A.T

11.35 Tele: LAmour A Mort
12.00 Le Journal

12.25 Serial: Under Pressure
13.16 Tele: Sublime Mensonge
15.20 Film: A Tail Of Love

17.15 Tele: Tour De Babel

18.00 Live: Samachar

18.31 Dance India Dance Little...
19.30 Le Journal

20.30 Film: Antlers

22.15 Serial: The Bionic Woman
23.00 Tele: LEnvers Du Paradis

05.01 Tele: A Que No Me Dejas
06.40 Tele: Amour A Mort
07.05 Film: Antlers

08.40 Serial: New Amsterdam
09.25 Film: A Tail Of Love
11.35 Tele: Amour A Mort
12.00 Le Journal

12.35 Film: Texas

15.00 Live: Samachar

15.21 Film: Don’t Let Go
16.55 Tele: Tour De Babel
18.31 Enter: Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
19.16 Sayings Radha Krishna
19.30 Le Journal

20.30 Film: Florence Foster Jenkins

Stars: Meryl Streep, Hugh

Grant, Simon Helberg
22.20 Serial: The Bionic Woman
23.08 Tele: L'envers Du Paradis

03.08 Entre Justice & Vengeance

06.56 The Gardener's Daughter

04.19 Amour Secret / Amor Secreto
05.56 Pasion Y Poder/ Passion & Power

05.30 A Que No Me Dejas/Ne Me
06.01 Mag: Red Carpet

04.58 L’Amour A Mort / 05.22 Tele

07.10 Film: Sherlock Holmes

08.40 Kojak 09.30 LAmour A Mort

09.55 Tele: Amour Secret

10.20 The Gardener’s Daughter
10.45 Tele: L’Envers Du Paradis
11.10 Serial: La Reina Del Flow

13.15 Fierce Angel 13.35 Pasion Y
14.10 Serial: Kojak
15.21 It Happened One Night Shanghai

Poder

17.30 The Gardener’s Daughter
18.31 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya

18.55 Swaran Ghar 20.30 Briarpatch

21.15 Serial: Rookie Blue
22.00 Serial: NCIS: New Orleans

22.45 Entre Justice et Vengeance

MBC 2

07.05 Emotion En Avant Plan
07.45 Local: Evasion

09.06 Local: Nou Later Nou Lamer

10.30 Local: J’ai Faim

11.00 Local: Groov’in

12.32 Local: Les Grandes Lignes
13.18 Local: Evasion: La Poste

14.18 Local: Nou Later Nou Lamer

14.41 Local: J’ai Faim

14.54 Local: Artizan: Devi Clifton
17.05 Local: La Sosiete

18.00 Tele: Pasion Y Poder
18.29 Tele: Amour Secret

19.25 Mag de L’emploi...

20.00 Local: Animalia Nos Amis...
21.00 Local: Come On Let’s Dance

22.00 Local: La Sosiete

22.58 Zournal Kreol

23.20 Local: Voyage Au Feminin
23.48 Local: Rodrig - Nou La Ter
00.09 Local: Itinerer Rodrig

06.04 Local: 13 Minit Natir Rodrig

06.56 Local: Itinerer Rodrig

08.16 Local: Animalia Nos Amis...

08.47 Local: Zanfan Nou Pei
09.04 Rodrig: Ala Nou Vini
09.32 Local: La Sosiete

10.53 Local: Come On Let’s Dance

12.16 Enn Semenn Dan Lafrik

13.36 Animalia Nos Amis Les
Animaux

14.02 Local: Zanfan Nou Pei

14.17 Rodrig : Ala Nou Vini

15.05 Local: La Sosiete

16.13 Mon Jardin Ma Maison

16.44 La Journee Sous Le Regard...

18.00 Tele: Gout De L’Amour
19.40 Local: Rodrig - D’Jam
20.06 Local: Les Petits Genies
22.54 Local: La Journee Sous Le

Regard Du Seigneur

23.20 Local: Lavi Zoli An XXL

06.51 Local: En Forme

08.52 Local: Les Petits Genies
09.52 Rodrig: Klip Seleksion
10.36 Local: Glwar Dantan
11.03 Local: Nu Rasinn

12.28 Local: Les Petits Genies
13.59 Local: Elle

15.01 Local: Nos Aines

16.43 Local: En Forme

17.11 Local: Saver Kil Tirel
17.34 Local: Glwar Dantan
18.03 Tele: Gout De L’Amour
19.00 Zournal Kreol

19.20 Local: Elle

20.30 Tipa Tipa Nou Avanse
21.00 Local: Le Challenge
21.11 Local: Les Klips

22.03 Local: Rodrig: Sa Lavi-La
23.00 Zournal Kreol

23.25 Local: Clin D’oeil

06.00 Nu Rasinn 06.52 Aktiv

09.09 Journee Sous Le Regard ...

07.14 Tipa Tipa Nou Avanse
10.10 Sermon De Careme 2024
12.07 Local: Nu Rasinn

13.04 Rodrig  13.37 Local: Elle
14.03 Sermon De Careme 2024
14.40 Tipa Tipa Nou Avanse
15.16 Sermon De Careme 2024
15.24 Clin D'oeil 15.43 Aktiv
16.00 Serie Biblique

18.00 Tele: Pasion Y Poder
18.24 Tele: Amour Secret

19.29 Rodrig - Feminin Pluriel
19.59 Local: Bricolo Ecolo
20.29 Eclairage Economique

20.44 Taylor Swift 20.59 Tous Egaux

21.12 Local: Radio Vision
22.04 Lir - Ekrir Kreol Morisien
23.00 Zournal Kreol

23.33 Rodrig Prog

00.00 Local: Rodrig Mo Pei

MBC 3

07.00 Serial: Tenali Rama
08.13 Local: Bhajan Sandhya
08.33 Satguru Kabir Ke Gyan
08.46 Local: Khoobsurat
09.30 Local: Hunarbaaz
10.00 Serial: Agniphera

12.00 Film: Sone Pe Suhaaga
15.00 Live: Samachar

15.30 Serial: Senhur

16.00 Serial: Ishaaron Ishaaron...
16.44 Serial: Bhakharwadi
17.29 Serial: Radha Krishna
18.00 Live: Samachar

18.30 Local: Mati Ke Mol
19.00 Local: Khel Khiladi
19.30 Local: Holi 2023

20.30 Local: Vidrohi

21.03 Film: Aaj Ki Beti

23.38 Serial: Mere Sai

07.00 Serial: Tenali Rama
08.26 Local: Mati Ke Mol
08.52 Local: Khel Khiladi
09.18 Local: Holi 2023

10.43 Bade Acche Lagte Hai

12.00 Serial: Dikri Vahalno Dariyo

12.20 Local: Mati Ke Mol
12.46 Local: Khel Khiladi
13.12 Local: Holi 2023

13.39 Local: Mere Dad Ki Dulhan

14.30 Mag: Discover Life
15.00 Live: Samachar
15.30 Film: Vijeta
Starring: Sanjay Dutt, Raveena
Tandon, Paresh Rawal
18.00 Live: Samachar
18.31 Local: Puranya Pakwan
19.00 Duniya Mein Is Saptah
20.00 Golden Voice Of Mukesh
21.00 Film: Rakht
23.04 Filler: Sayings Radha
Krishna

07.00 Serial: Tenali Rama

07.24 Serial: Lambu G Tingu G

07.35 Gadget Guru Ganesha

08.00 Local: Hamar Fitness...

08.26 Local: Puranya Pakwan

08.52 Local: Duniya Mein Is

Saptah

12.00 Film: Himmat

14.59 Live: Samachar

15.24 Local: Puranya Pakwan

16.00 Local Production

18.00 Samachar

18.30 Local: Planet Bollywood

19.00 Local: Tohar Rashi

19.30 Local: Tohar Farmaish

20.30 Serial: Porus

20.50 Serial: Crime Patrol

21.35 Serial: Naagin Season 4

22.19 Serial: Bahubali

23.11 Serial: Saaton Vachanwa
Saath Nibhaib Sajna

05.00 Mag: Prog Aastha TV

07.12 Serial: Kisna

07.23 Serial: Lambu G Tingu G

07.37 Gadget Guru Ganesha

08.00 Planet Bollywood

08.26 Tohar Rashi

08.52 Local: Tohar Farmaish

09.18 Local: Yaadein

09.53 Serial: Bahubali

10.33 Saaton Vachanwa Saath...

11.34 Radha Krishna

12.00 Film: Ujala Hi Ujala - Vinod
Mehra, Yogeeta Bali

15.30 Serial: Senhur

16.00 Serial: Kundali Bhagya

18.00 Live: Samachar

18.35 Local: Ved Ki Shikshayen

19.30 Excerpts - Shiv Abhishek

20.30 Holi Sandesh

20.40 Film: Jeevan Mrityu

23.11 Serial: Mere Sai

23.55 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya

Cine 12

06.00 Mag: SADC

06.52 Mag: Shift

07.00 Mag: Carnet De Sante
07.24 Mag: Tomorrow Today

07.50 Mag: The Answer To Almost

08.15 The Renewable Revolution
11.15 Mag: Eco India
11.41 Mag: Shift
12.15 Mag: Border Crossing
13.35 Doc: The Renewables
Revolution
15.03 D.Anime: Denis Et Moi
15.59 D.Anime: Les Nouvelles
Aventures De Caillou
16.08 D.Anime: Sonic Boom
16.52 D.Anime: Akili And Me
17.51 Mag: Japan Video Topics
18.42 La Resilience Face Aux...
19.30 Doc: Step Aside Panda!
20.00 Tele: Amour A Mort
20.30 Live: News

06.00 Voltron, Le Defenseur

07.06 D.Anime: Anna Et Ses Amis
08.51 D.Anime: Dee Dee The Little..

09.34 Mag: Lab 360

09.40 Serial: Lost & Found Music...

11.29 Doc: La Resilience Face...

14.41 Mag: Her

15.00 D.Anime: Denis Et Moi

15.10 D.Anime: Patamuse

15.36 D.Anime: Llama Llama

16.03 D.Anime: Croco Doc

16.08 D.Anime: Sonic Boom

16.31 D.Anime: The Deep

16.52 D.Anime: Akili And Me

17.51 Mag: Japan Video Topics...

18.00 Mag: In Good Shape

18.40 Serial: Kojak

20.05 Tele: L'Amour A Mort

20.30 Live: News

20.50 Tele: La Reina Del Flow

21.40 Film: The Street Where We
Live

06.00 D.Anime: Voltron, Le
Defenseur Legendaire

09.06 D.Anime: Dee Dee The Little..

09.35 Mag: Lab 360

11.22 Doc: | Want More

13.49 Doc: Twin Sisters

14.32 Doc: A Mediterranean...
15.01 D.Anime: Denis Et Moi
15.06 D.Anime: Patamuse
15.37 D.Anime: Llama Llama
16.07 Les Nouvelles Aventures...
16.10 D.Anime: Sonic Boom
16.38 D.Anime: The Deep
16.59 D.Anime: Akili And Me
17.51 Doc: Japan Video Topics
18.03 Doc: Cool & Clever
18.40 Serial: Kojak

20.05 Tele: Amour A Mort
20.30 Live: News

20.50 Tele: La Reina Del Flow

21.40 Film: It Happened One Night

06.00 Magazine: SADC - Ep 536

06.26 Doc: Better Brain Health - We

Are What We Eat
07.08 Magazine: Arts Unveiled
07.39 Cuba's Fading Revolution
09.13 Doc: The North Drift
10.01 Doc: Adam And |
11.13 Doc: Cool & Clever
11.39 Doc: Better Brain Health
12.21 Mag: Art Unveiled
13.44 Doc: From North Korea
14.27 Doc: Tea-New Ideas

15.00 Dessin Anime: Denis Et Moi

17.25 Doc: Cool & Clever
17.51 Doc: Japan Video Topics
18.00 Magazine: Eco India

19.00 Open Univ: Student Support Prog.

20.00 Tele: Amour A Mort
20.30 Live: News

20.50 Mag: Newton’s Law
21.45 Film: Love Affair

23.21 Mag: Washington Forum

Bollywood TV

14.25 Serial: Radha Mohan
15.00 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2
15.21 Film: Hote Hote Pyar Ho
Gaya
Starring: Jackie Shroff, Kajol
18.00 Live: Samachar
18.37 Kundali Bhagya
19.00 Udaariyaan
19.36 Fanaa
19.56 Sasural Simar Ka 2
20.29 Radha Krishna
21.00 Anupamaa
21.31 Mere Sai
22.01 Kismat Ki Lakiron Se
22.30 Swaran Ghar
23.03 Serial: Shaurya Aur
Anokhi Ki Kahani
23.30 Film: Hote Hote Pyar Ho
Gaya
Starring: Jackie Shroff, Kajol

08.00 Swaran Ghar

10.25 Gadget Guru Ganesha
10.20 Sasural Simar Ka 2

12.06 Udaariyaan

13.54 Anupamaa

15.39 Kuch Rang Pyar Ke Aise..
18.00 Live: Samachar

18.33 Film: Antim: The Final
Truth
Starring: Salman Khan, Aayush
Sharma, Mahima Makwana
20.45 Gadget Guru Ganesha
20.56 Serial: Porus

00.12 Sasural Simar Ka 2

01.58 Udaariyaan

03.46 Anupamaa

06.00 Kuch Rang Pyar Ka Aise...

07.46 Tenali Rama

08.16 Patiala Babes

10.10 Kundali Bhagya

12.00 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2

14.00 Kismat Ki Lakiron Se

16.08 Wagle Ki Duniya

18.39 Film: Guddu
Starring Shah Rukh Khan,
Manisha Koirala, Deepti
Nava

20.30 Serial: Tenali Rama

20.43 Enter: Dance India Dance
Little Masters

22.04 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2

23.52 Serial: Patiala Babes

14.25 Serial: Radha Mohan

14.56 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2

15.28 Film: Dariya Dil - Govinda,
Kimi Katkar, Roshni & Raj
Kiran

18.00 Live: Samachar

18.32 Serial: Kundali Bhagya

19.00 Serial: Udaariyaan

19.31 Serial: Fanaa - Ishq Mein
Marjawan

20.00 Sasural Simar Ka 2

20.30 Radha Krishna

21.00 Anupamaa

21.31 Mere Sai

22.00 Kismat Ki Lakiron Se

22.32 Swaran Ghar

22.59 Serial: Shaurya Aur
Anokhi Ki Kahani

23.30 Film: Dariya Dil - Govinda,
Kimi Katkar, Roshni & Raj

02.40 Serial: Kundali Bhagya
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MBC 1

01.43 Serial: Rookie Blue

02.30 Serial: NCIS

03.12 Entre Justice Et Vengeance
03.55 The Gardener's Daughter
04.22 Amour Secret / Amor Secret
05.33 A Que No Me Dejas

06.00 The Equalizer

05.09 Pasion Y Poder

06.45 Hollywood On Set

07.15 Briarpatch 08.00 Rookie Blue
08.45 NCIS 09.30 Amour A Mort
10.21 The Gardener’s Daughter
10.45 Tele: L’Envers Du Paradis
11.10 Tele: La Reina Del Flow
13.40 Pasion Y Poder

14.15 Gout De L'amour

15.25 Film: Love Affair

17.30 The Gardener’s Daughter
18.31 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya
20.30 Film: Chocolat

22.15 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

12.10 Magazine: Red Carpet

02.30 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

13.13 The Gardener's Daughter

03.40 Amour Secret / Amor Secret

04.27 Pasion Y Poder

04.51 A Que No Me Dejas

05.15 The Equalizer

06.02 Hollywood On Set

06.30 Film: Mr Smith Au Senat / Mr
Smith Goes To Washington

08.40 Kojak  09.55 Amour A Mort

10.20 The Gardener’s Daughter

10.45 Tele: L’Envers Du Paradis

11.10 Tele: La Reina Del Flow

12.25 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

14.10 Kojak

15.25 Film: The Lion Woman

17.30 The Gardener’s Daughter

18.31 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya

20.30 French Film: Lucy

22.15 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

00.22 The Gardener's Daughter

01.50 French Film: Lucy

03.15 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

03.58 The Gardener's Daughter

04.20 Amour Secret / Amor Secret

05.07 Pasion Y Poder

05.31 A Que No Me Dejas

06.01 The Equalizer

07.16 Serial: New Amsterdam

08.45 Serial: Hooten & The Lady

09.30 Amour A Mort

10.20 The Gardener’s Daughter

10.45 Tele: L’Envers Du Paradis

11.10 The Inbetween

12.25 Entre Justice Et Vengeance

13.15 Tele: Fierce Angel/La Loba

15.21 Film: Florence Foster Jenkins

17.15 The Gardener’s Daughter

18.31 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya

20.30 Film: All The Best : Fun
Begins - Ajay Devgan, Sanjay
Dutt, Fardeen Khan

MBC 2

06.00 Feminin Pluriel

06.19 Bricolo Ecolo

06.45 En Forme : Spinning

07.03 Eclairage Economique
07.25 Taylor Swift

08.01 Lir - Ekrir Kreol Morisien
09.21 Radio Vision

10.29 Local: Rodrig: Saver Lokal
11.01 Serie Biblique

12.01 Local: Rodrig Prog

12.32 Local: Feminin Pluriel
13.01 Bricolo Ecolo

13.31 Eclairage Economique
13.46 Tous Egaux 13.58 Taylor Swift
16.00 Serie Biblique

18.01 Tele: Pasion Y Poder
18.29 Tele: Amour Secret

19.00 Zournal Kreol

19.25 Le Magazine De L’Emploi...
19.30 Local: Plat Du Chef

21.00 Paroles Agricoles

06.00 Rodrig Prog

06.22 Son Ladan Mem

06.42 Ong An Eta Dalert

07.00 Journee Sous Le Regard
07.25 Priorite Sante

07.52 Paroles Agricoles

08.18 Mots & Ecrits

11.01 Serie Biblique

12.01 Local: Rodrig Prog
12.32 Local: Feminin Pluriel
13.09 Journee Sous Le Regard
13.32 Ong An Eta Daler

13.41 Paroles Agricoles

14.08 Mots & Ecrits

16.00 Serie Biblique

18.01 Tele: Pasion Y Poder
18.29 Tele: Amour Secret

19.00 Zournal Kreol

19.25 Le Magazine De L’Emploi...
19.30 Mric - Inove Moris

20.00 Mon Jardin Ma Maison
22.32 Proze Dime - Goodlands

06.00 Rodrig Spor

06.26 Forme: Kyokushin Karate

06.41 Mon Jardin Ma Maison

07.00 | Am Recyclable

07.27 Agir Ensemble

08.12 Proze Dime - Goodlands

08.31 Rodrig: Pran Kont

09.00 Serie Biblique

10.00 Live: En Direct De La
Cathedrale St Louis

11.57 Film: Evangile Selon St Jean
- The Life of Jesus

15.00 Messe Chrismale Celebree
Place de la Basilique Saint-Pierre

17.00 Serie Biblique

17.32 1 Am Recyclable...

18.00 Tele: Pasion Y Poder

18.27 Tele: Amour Secret

19.25 Le Magazine De L’Emploi...

20.00 Emission Speciale Jeudi Saint

21.00 Mots & Ecrits

MBC 3

05.00 Mag: Prog From Aastha TV
07.00 Serial: Tenali Rama

07.36 Gadget Guru Ganesha
09.56 Holi Sandesh

10.00 Serial: Kundali Bhagya
12.00 Film: Film: Woh Din Aayega
15.00 Live: Samachar

15.30 Badki Malkaain

16.00 Jijaji Chhat Par Hain

17.30 Radha Krishna

18.00 Samachar 18.30 Tark Vitark
19.00 Yaadein

19.30 Holi Festival 2022

20.00 Chikitsa Aur Swasthya
20.28 Film: Johar In Bombay
22.05 Serial: Mere Sai

22.49 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya
23.13 Local: Tark Vitark

23.39 Yaadein

00.05 Holi Festival 2022

00.31 Chikitsa Aur Swasthya

05.00 Mag: Prog From Aastha TV
07.00 Serial: Tenali Rama

07.12 Serial: Kisna

07.38 Gadget Guru Ganesha
08.00 Tark Vitark

08.52 Holi Festival 2022

10.00 Jijaji Chhat Par Hain

12.00 Film: Parasmani

15.00 Live: Samachar

15.30 Senhur - Bhojpuri Serial
16.00 Zindagi Mere Ghar Aana
17.30 Radha Krishna

18.00 Samachar 18.30 Yatra
19.00 Kala

19.30 Vaad Vivaad

20.15 Gyan Vigyan

21.00 Bhoj.: Sawariya | Love You
23.15 Serial: Mere Sai

23.59 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya
00.26 Yatra 00.53 Kala
01.20 Vaad Vivaad

01.49 Virasat - S 2024 No 12 - Holi

05.00 Mag: Prog From Aastha TV

07.00 Serial: Tenali Rama

07.12 Serial: Kisna

07.36 Gadget Guru Ganesha

08.00 Yatra 08.27 Kala

08.54 Vaad Vivaad

09.22 Virasat - S 2024 No 12 - Holi

10.00 Zindagi Mere Ghar Aana

12.00 Film: Akeli Mat Jaiyo

15.30 Badki Malkaain

16.00 Agniphera

17.30 Radha Krishna

18.00 Samachar 18.30 Amrit Vaani

19.03 Ayush - Benefits of Giloy

19.30 Suryopasna

20.00 Hunarbaaz 20.30 Shiv Shakti

21.00 Yashomati Maiyya Ke
Nandlala 21.30 Mag

22.00 Serial: Mere Sai

22.45 Serial: Wagle Ki Duniya

23.13 Amrit Vaani

MBC 5

06.00 Mag: Eco India

06.52 Mag: Japan Video Topics 2021

07.51 Mag: Tomorrow Today

08.17 Mag: Washington Forum

09.32 Doc: Europe Revealed

11.00 Mag: Eco At Africa

12.00 Mag: Africa 54

12.37 Mag: In Good Shape

13.46 Mag: Tomorrow Today

15.00 D.Anime: Denis Et Moi

15.19 D.Anime: Miraculous...

15.36 D.Anime: Dinosaur Train

16.02 D.Anime: Les Nouvelles
Aventures De Caillou

16.34 D.Anime: The Deep / Sous
Les Mers

18.30 Mag: Healthy Living

19.00 Student Support Prog...

19.31 Mag: Global Us

20.02 Tele: Amour A Mort

20.50 Tele: La Reina Del Flow

06.00 Magazine: Rev

06.36 Magazine: Healthy Living

06.40 Magazine: Shift

08.16 Doc: That's Just Life

10.37 Doc: Beneath The Waves

11.08 Magazine: Rev

12.50 Doc: Moyens De Transport Et
Dimunition Des Risques
Catastrophiques Au Japon

15.00 D.Anime: Denis Et Moi

17.25 Magazine: Japan Video
Topics May 2021

17.30 Magazine: Rev

18.00 Mag: Afrimaxx

19.00 Student Support Programme

19.30 Doc:Bridge of Minor Miracles

20.00 Tele: Amour A Mort

21.16 Doc: Katanga Nation: Addis
Ababa's Disappearing District

21.46 Film: Florence Foster
Jenkins

23.41 Magazine: Close Up

06.00 Magazine: Afrimaxx

06.26 Doc: Urban Forests

06.52 Magazine: Arts Unveiled

07.23 Doc:Bridge of Minor Miracles

07.49 Magazine: Skuld

09.14 Doc: My Family War And |

09.56 Doc: Thank You For The Rain

10.44 Doc: Our Future Cities

11.10 Magazine: Afrimaxx

12.33 Doc:Bridge of Minor Miracles

15.00 D.Anime: Denis Et Moi

17.25 Magazine: Japan Video

17.29 Mag: Afrimaxx

18.00 Film: My Son My Savior

19.00 Student Support Programme

19.30 Doc:Bridge of Minor Miracles

20.01 Tele: Amour A Mort

20.50 Tele: La Reina Del Flow

21.46 Film: Tom Sawyer Et
Huckleberry Finn

23.11 Doc: The Answer To Almost

Bollywood TV

14.25 Serial: Radha Mohan

15.00 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2

15.30 Film: Gentleman - Govinda
identical twins brothers Hari
and Om were separated at
birth. they both are shocked
to meet each other when
they have grown up...

18.00 Live: Samachar

18.30 Kundali Bhagya

19.03 Udaariyaan

19.33 Fanaa - Ishq Mein Marjawan

20.00 Sasural Simar Ka 2

20.38 Radha Krishna

21.01 Anupama

21.30 Mere Sai

22.03 Kismat Ki Lakiron Se

22.31 Swaran Ghar

23.02 Serial: Shaurya Aur
Anokhi Ki Kahani

23.30 Film: Gentleman - Govinda

14.25 Serial: Radha Mohan

15.00 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2

15.30 Aag - Hindi Film - Govinda
Govinda,Shilpa Shetty,
Sonali Bendre

18.00 Live: Samachar

18.32 Kundali Bhagya

19.00 Udaariyaan

19.33 Fanaa - Ishq Mein
Marjawan

19.56 Sasural Simar Ka 2

20.38 Radha Krishna

21.01 Anupama

21.30 Mere Sai

22.05 Kismat Ki Lakiron Se

22.31 Swaran Ghar

23.02 Serial: Shaurya Aur
Anokhi Ki Kahani

23.30 Aag - Hindi Film - Govinda
Govinda,Shilpa Shetty,
Sonali Bendre

14.25 Serial: Radha Mohan

15.00 Bade Acche Lagte Hai 2

15.30 Gair Kanooni - Shashi
Kapoor, Govinda, Sridevi
Officer Kapil Khanna was a
strict enforcer of the law...

18.00 Live: Samachar

18.32 Kundali Bhagya

19.00 Udaariyaan

19.33 Fanaa - Ishq Mein
Marjawan

19.56 Sasural Simar Ka 2

20.38 Radha Krishna

21.01 Anupama

21.30 Mere Sai

22.05 Kismat Ki Lakiron Se

22.31 Swaran Ghar

23.02 Serial: Shaurya Aur
Anokhi Ki Kahani

23.30 Gair Kanooni - Shashi
Kapoor, Govinda, Sridevi

Jeudi 28 mars - 15.30

Govinda, Sridevi

Stars: Shashi Kapoor,

Jeudi 28 mars -

Stars: Ajay Devgan, Sanjay Dutt,

Fardeen Khan
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pays natal pour s’envoler vers des

cieux plus cléments par désir de
changement ou pour de meilleures con-
ditions de vie, ou les deux, se fait un
devoir de saisir 'opportunité pour mettre
ses compétences a I'épreuve. Cet exer-
cice est en soi un défi stimulant qui
ouvre autant de portes que 'on souhaite
franchir.

D’autres prennent le sens inverse de I'ascension verti-
cale et se trouvent pris dans une chute vertigineuse qui
annule tout espoir de rentrer au pays natal avec les hon-
neurs. Il se trouve que c’est bien une question d’honneur de
réussir ou de s’en sortir a I'étranger pour ne pas perdre la
face vis-a-vis de soi-méme, de sa famille et de la société. ||
existe de cas rares d'échec total chez nos compatriotes a
létranger. A l'instar de ce musicien trés doué des faubourgs
de Port-Louis qui a terminé la transition migratoire en men-
diant dans le métro parisien.

Mais passons a l'histoire d’'un autre Mauricien, devenu
SDF a La Réunion. Mauricien au regard percant, passionné
de politique internationale et de géopolitique, vétu d’habits
sales et usés comme un clochard, il fréquente aussi la
bibliotheque des villes avoisinantes, changeant 'une pour
lautre au gré des querelles avec les employés envers les-
quels il se montre agressif et menagant. Mais ma premiére
communication avec lui n’est pas facile.

«Ce n'est quand méme pas malin de chercher noise a
d’autres et de se faire jeter!» Iui dis-je. «Ces femmes me
prennent de haut et ignorent ma requéte!», rétorque-t-il.
«Allons, allons! Vous vous emportez facilement, il faut
avouerly, je lui réponds.

Et c’est sans retenue que les gros mots en créole mau-
ricien sont égrenés lorsqu'il fait le récit des prises de bec
avec ceux qui 'ont offensé.

On le croise aux ronds-points ou dans les marchés, un
écueil a la main.

«Je vous ai vu en ville l'autre jour. Vous aviez les yeux
rouges, et vous marchiez lentement. Manque de som-
meil?», je lui demande. «Non, c'est la faiblesse..., et, a
cause de la faim...», ajoute-t-il avec pudeur.

D’habitude, les échanges se terminent par sa requéte:
«Tu as quelques pieces a me donner?»

Vishal ne veut ni de la pitié des autres ni des vétements
déja portés. C’est le seul SDF qui, visiblement, fait aussi de
l'artisanat en bambou pour en vendre. Son projet de longue
date : écrire un livre sur le «cirque» des leaders sur la scéne
internationale.

n ces temps ou les trompettes des
Eva-t-en-guerre résonnent sur la
scene d’un monde polarisé en
camps adverses se regardant en chiens

II va de soi que quiconque quitte son

he
Nita Chicooree-
Mercier

B

Quiconque quitte son pays natal pour s’envoler vers des cieux plus cléments
pour des meilleures conditions de vie se fait un devoir de saisir 'opportunité. D’autres
se trouvent pris dans une chute vertigineuse

Drame sociétal - SDF a La
Réunion. P - La Voix du Nord

Si quelqu’'un s’aventure a lui parler d'un retour a
Maurice, il dit:«Hors de question, pour faire quoi?» «Ben,
c'est quand méme mieux de trouver un travail et de vivre
décemment, non?», lui répond-on évidemment.

Toutefois, la famille inexistante a Maurice, il ne s'inté-
resse ni aux affaires de la communauté hindoue, ni a I'hin-
douisme, ni a I'lnde.

Il dévoile un pan de sa vie: «J'étais tellement pauvre
dans mon enfance dans une cité a Maurice que c’était une
dame créole qui me donnait & manger. A La Réunion, jai
épousé une Créole.»

Il'y a quelques années, un éboulement a fait tomber un
rocher de quelques tonnes sur la voiture de sa femme. Le
drame. Cet événement malheureux marquerait-il le début
de sa chute?

Les dents cassées de ce visage aux yeux brillants ren-
voient a un autre évenement dramatique: c’est un voisin qui
a commandé une expédition punitive contre lui a travers la
location des services d’'un gang... pour une histoire de filles.
Ah! Voila un conflit réglé selon les usages bien ancrés a
Maurice d’aujourd’hui: colére, vengeance, passage a tabac.

«Tu sais, jétais beau garcon auparavant. La séduction

plongé dans le parcours intime de l'au-

Ravel assiste a

la premiére de

était facile pour moi» avance-t-il.

Des vérites mélées de bluff, les bribes ¢a et |a, permet-
tent de se faire une idée de la vie de notre compatriote. II
n’a pas de mots tendres pour son agresseur qui a ensuite
piraté son téléphone et le harcéle continuellement par des
messages débiles.

Le Mauricien suit une courbe régressive, incapable de
raisonner, facilement emporté par les émotions, les nerfs a
vif. Qui s’y frotte, s’y pique. Et si cela s’arrétait 1a!

Quelques commentaires sur Facebook au sujet de la
religion lui ont attiré la foudre d’'une armée de guerriers du
clavier, coléreux et haineux, qui piratent encore plus son
téléphone, sa boite de courriel et son compte sur les
réseaux sociaux.

«Bande de m...... ,» maugrée-t-il entre deux bouffées
de cigarette.

Il continue sur sa lancée: «Tu sais, les mémes élé-
ments que comporte la nature se trouvent en nous. La
pierre est aussi vivante que nous, méme si nous sommes
différents. Nous faisons partie d’'un tout. Chacun approche
le Divin a sa fagon. En quoi les statues les dérangent-elles?
Nous sommes dans un univers en perpétuelle transforma-
tion. C'est un jeu...?»

«Vous étes bien hindou, finalement... », je 1ache sur un
ton de plaisanterie.

Cheveux hirsutes, visage ébouiriffé, le regard pergant, a
défaut de tonneau, ce Diogéne en apparence ou plutot cet
anti-Diogéne émerge des sous-bois du quartier, le soleil du
matin inondant un visage optimiste, loin de la philosophie
des Cyniques au 4éme siecle avant notre ere en Gréce.

Bah! Avec environ Rs 20 000 d’aide aux démunis of-
ferte par I'Etat frangais, il revient tout juste d’'un voyage a
Madagascar, ou il a attrapé le paludisme et le diabéte en
prime, les malheurs s’enchainant toujours en série, ... mais
il a toujours des projets en téte... Les quelques 20 euros
par jour versés par les passants assurent ses besoins ali-
mentaires quotidiens. L'an demier, il s’est rendu en France.

Il a surtout besoin d’encouragement. S'il est sujet au
cycle de 7 ans (de vie difficile), avec un peu de patience, ce
sera bient6t la fin de la galére.

dans la maniére de filmer la nuque et les
mains des femmes.

Ainsi, le cinéaste asiatique a laissé des
traces sur ses contemporains en Europe.

de faience, préts a s'entre-déchirer, le
septieme art accomplit fidelement sa mis-
sion de nous élever jusqu’aux étoiles, au-
dessus du bruit et de la fureur. Cette mis-
sion est doublement réussie lorsqu’'une
cinéaste porte a I'écran la vie et le chef-
d’'ceuvre d’'un grand maitre de musique
classique, le «Boléro» de Maurice Ravel.

La cinéaste Anne Fontaine entraine le
spectateur dans l'univers d’'un génie en
retracant la genése d’'une ceuvre dans un
film tourné en partie dans la maison de
Ravel a Montfort-lAmaury, a Paris. La
commanditaire de I'ceuvre musicale est
Ida Rubeinstein, riche et exaltée ex-dan-
seuse des ballets russes, qui exige une
musique de caractére espagnol pour son
nouveau ballet. Ainsi, le spectateur est

teur-compositeur et assiste au processus
invisible de la création d'une ceuvre
accouchée dans la douleur.

En effet, Ravel donne Ilimpression
d’'étre hanté par la difficulté de mettre en
musique I'ceuvre dont il tire linspiration
des différentes sources: le bruit des
machines a I'ére industrielle, le jazz et la
guerre de 14. Et, une fois I'ceuvre ter-
minée, il en est tétanisé tant par l'intensité
et le caractere érotique et sensuel de ce
qu’il voulait étre : une allégorie a la vie qui
se termine dans la transe et le chaos. Le
rythme infernal des machines, le fracas de
la guerre et le jazz fusionnent pour créer le
tempo infernal et obsédant de «Boléroy,
que I'ex-danseuse russe met en scene
dans un ballet lancinant et hypnotique.

«Boléro» le 22 novembre 1928 a Paris,
une ceuvre qui connait un succés immeé-
diat et planétaire. Interprété par le beau
Raphaél Personnaz dans le réle du dandy
parisien qui, outre son ami Cipa, évolue
dans un univers féminin composé d’'une
meére bienveillante, de sa gouvernante, et
de sa muse et compagne de coeur.

Marié a la musique, Ravel reste une
personnalité mystérieuse. Des scénes
sont proposées ou figurent Ravel et sa
mére, ou Ravel et sa gouvernante et
d’autres personnes de son entourage ; ils
se regardent comme des tableaux, ce
sont des arréts sur 'image. Nous y déce-
lons la technique de filmer du cinéaste
hongkongais, Wong Kar Wai. Son influen-
ce est visible dans le rythme langoureux et

Et c’est tant mieux pour le bonheur des
cinéphiles. Le septieme art au service de
la grande musique classique est transcen-
dant et exaltant.

Dans un de ses moments de tergiver-
sations et de doute, le compositeur avoue
a peu pres en ces termes: «Ce n'est pas
moi qui décide, c’est la musique dans ma
téte.»

Les génies seraient-ils les Instruments
des dieux? Une fois leur mission pour
laquelle ils sont envoyés sur terre est
accomplie, les dieux les reprennent trop
tot, non sans leur avoir infligé une maladie
foudroyante, presque jaloux de leur talent
et de leur réussite...

Nita Chicooree-Mercier




