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The country has been continuously shocked by a number of
deaths of the violent kind, namely victims of road accidents
on a regular basis, and recently the deaths of a Woman

Police Constable and that of a two-year old child in a drug-related
context. As if these were not enough to traumatize us, here comes
another tragic loss of life in circumstances yet to be elucidated and
most likely caused by burning. 

What is different from the other deaths here is that for the first
time after nearly half a century, this would apparently be a death
related to politics – or, should we say with political connections.
Whereas the killing of activist Azor Adelaide was a matter of poli-
tical rivalry, in the case of Soopramanien Kistnen, according to
veiled allegations contained in press reports, this would have to do
with money transactions involving a member of the current go-
vernment or to people closely connected with the latter. This is a
dangerous and terrifying portent because it is linked to power and
the State. 

For the DPP to initiate an enquiry, it means that the facts pre-
sented to his office by the lawyers for the victim’s family are judged
to be weighty enough to justify further investigations, in which all
those suspected to be connected with this matter are in all likeli-
hood going to be called for examination in Court. 

So far, there has been no comment on the part of the Prime
Minister, a stand he will probably justify by the fact that there is a
judicial enquiry on. However, the other aspect of this case is the
question of whether that government member against whom
veiled allegations have been levelled should step down. That VPM
Ivan Collendavelloo had to do so is still fresh in the public’s me-
mory. But what can be recalled too is that this happened when his
name was merely mentioned in a document which came from the
African Bank of Development, which the Prime Minister held up to
show the viewers watching him during that intervention that was
broadcast on MBC-TV. The ICAC enquiry on the VPM came
afterwards. 

The other perplexing aspect linked to Kistnen’s death is the
fact that his wife was apparently appointed Constituency Clerk
during the general elections, drawing Rs 15,000 per month. In
declarations she has made, she has been categorical that she
was and is completely unaware of all this, and has never received
any money at all. This ‘appointment’ and the money allocated for
payment are therefore in contravention of the law. Again, the law
must therefore follow its own course here. 

The troubling question in people’s mind is whether this incident
is indicative of a new trend that threatens the country and its citi-
zens, or a one-off that is equally damning. Either way, coming on
top of all the other dysfunctions that have been plaguing the coun-
try, one cannot help having major apprehensions about the future
of the country. 
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Dangerous
Portent

Climate change is resulting in pro-
found, immediate and worsening
health impacts, and no country is

immune, a major new report from more
than 120 researchers has declared.

This year’s annual report of The Lancet
Countdown on Health and Climate
Change, released today, presents the 
latest data on health impacts from a
changing climate.

Among its results, the report found
there were 296,000 heat-related prema-
ture deaths in people over 65 years in
2018 (a 54% increase in the last two
decades), and that global yield potential for
major crops declined by 1.8–5.6%
between 1981 and 2019.

We are part of the Lancet Countdown
sub-working group focusing on human
migration in a warming world. We estimate
that, based on current population data, 145
million people face potential inundation with global
mean sea-level rise of one metre. This jumps to
565 million people with a five metre sea-level rise.

Unless urgent action is taken, the health conse-
quences of climate change will worsen. A globally
coordinated effort tackling COVID-19 and climate
change in unison is vital, and will mean a triple win:
better public health, a more sustainable economy
and environmental protection.

Drought, fires and excessive heat

The 2020 report brings together research from
a range of fields, including climate science, geo-
graphy, economics and public health. It focuses on
43 global indicators, such as altered geographic
spread of infectious disease, health benefits of low-
carbon diets, net carbon pricing, climate migration
and heat-related deaths.

The five hottest years on record have occurred
since 2015, and 2020 is on track to be the first or
second hottest year on record.

The 2020 Lancet Countdown report found
extreme heat continues to rise in every region in
the world and particularly affects the elderly, espe-
cially those in Japan, northern India, eastern China
and central Europe. It is also a big problem for
those with pre-existing health conditions and out-
door workers in the agricultural and construction
sectors.

While attributing heat-related deaths to climate
change isn’t straightforward, rising temperatures
and humidity will mean we can expect heat-related

deaths to increase further.
Climate change is also an important contri-

buting factor to drought. The report found that in
2019 excess drought affected over twice the glo-
bal land surface area, compared with the 1950-
2005 baseline.

Drought and health are intertwined. Drought
can cause dwindling drinking water supplies,
reduced livestock and crop productivity, and an
increased risk of bushfire.

Mental health is also at risk, as Australian
research from earlier this year confirmed. This
looked at the declining mental health of drought-
affected farmers in the Murray-Darling Basin over
14 years.

Further, the Lancet Countdown report found
that between 2015 and 2019, the number of people
exposed to bushfires increased in 128 countries,
compared with a 2001-2004 baseline.

Climate change worsens risk factors for more
frequent and intense bushfires. We need only look
to last summer’s unprecedented bushfires in
Australia as a stark illustration. 

The Conversation

Climate change is resulting in profound,
immediate and worsening health

impacts, over 120 researchers say

Celia McMichael, University of Melbourne; 
Ilan Kelman, UCL; Shouro Dasgupta, Università

Ca'Foscari; Sonja Ayeb-Karlsson, 
United Nations University 

A major new report found there were 296,000 heat-related deaths 
in people over 65 years in 2018

The five hottest years on record have occurred since 2015 Photo by
NOAA on Unsplash
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Of the many posts
that one gets for-
warded on a 24/7

basis, most of them are not
even worth a look and
deserved to be deleted
immediately. Others from
known friends are for gree-
ting or sharing inspirational
quotes and messages,
some of which can be truly
elevating. From time to time,
though, comes a post which
draws attention to a larger
issue, and I happened to
receive such a post. It caught my interest in
particular because apparently the story
emanates from a practising doctor in
Melbourne, Australia, who is in fact an
obstetrician & gynaecologist, and excerpts
of which read as follows:

‘Family has eleven children
(Australia) - Breadwinner is the

Fertile daughter. 

The new breadwinners in Australia.
Here is how a doctor explains it: 

A woman in her late 20s came to the
hospital today with her 8th pregnancy. She
said to me "My mum told me that I am the
breadwinner for the family."

I asked her to explain. She said that she
can make babies and babies get money
from the Government for the family.

It goes like this:
The Grandma calls the Department of

child services and Centrelink, and states
that the unemployed daughter is not capa-
ble of caring for all of her kids. And they

agree, then tells her the children will need to
go into foster care.

The Grandma then volunteers to be the
foster parent, and receives a cheque for
$400 per child each month. Total yearly
income $72,000 and soon to be more when
the 8th one is born, tax-free and nobody has
to go to work!

In fact, they get more if there is no hus-
band/father/man in the home! The brother
does not count. Not to mention free dental
treatment, free housing, free school din-
ners, free tuition fees at college or Uni, free
eye care and glasses, free prescriptions
and various other benefits...

Total value of all benefits combined
probably approaching $120,000 per
annum. That's about my salary as a senior
consultant with years of experience and
surgical skills in a Melbourne teaching hos-
pital. 

Indeed, Grandma was correct that her
fertile daughter is the "breadwinner" for the
family.

This is how the politicians spend our

taxes. When this generous programme was
invented in the '60s, the Great Society
architects forgot to craft an end date, and
now we are hopelessly overrun with people
who vote only for those who will continue to
keep them on the dole...

No wonder our country is broke! Are we
alarmed yet, is anybody listening?

Please know I am not racist nor am I
against immigration, I just worry where this
uncontrolled sort of immigration is going to
take this wonderful country. There must be
limits and controls in place. That's a simple
fact of life my friends. 

Sincerely,
Sebastian J. Ciancino - Obstetrician, 

Melbourne Vic.
NB. Don't forget to pay your taxes!!

There are a lot of “breadwinners” depending
on you! 

HELLO!!! Well? Is anybody listening??
Where do we draw the line between human
right act & wisdom?’

There is no way that this account can be
verified, but I have come across similar sto-
ries on social media in the past and, logical-
ly, I assume that there can be no smoke
without fire. In other words, even if not com-
pletely true there be at least some factual
content n these accounts. 

However, what to me seems of broader
relevance are two points: abuse of a sys-
tem, and the practice of vote bank politics
that allows its perpetuation. Both are clearly
inimical to the national interest, though what
with their horizon fixed on only the short-

term, that is the next election, politicians are
focused only on their selfish pursuit of
power for their own gain. 

We are ourselves a nation of immi-
grants, and throughout history peoples
have migrated all over the world. But the
scenarios are now different. A complex of so
many factors – wars, civilian conflicts,
oppressive regimes, famines, poverty and
other economic reasons amongst others –
has in recent decades forced the move-
ments of larger numbers of people across
the globe. 

Many countries have faced increasing
pressures of a social, political and econo-
mic nature in trying to accommodate
migrants especially when their numbers
swell over brief periods of time, or when
there are non-stop streams that keep 
coming, more so if they try to enter illegally.
It is also well documented that while there
are genuine refugees that are trying to gain
a foothold in other countries, there are also
economic migrants who join the bandwa-
gon as it were and try to pass as refugees
when they are clearly not. 

It is no doubt galling to sweat so hard to
make a decent living in your own country
and be a law-abiding citizen paying your
taxes to then find that others are literally 
riding on your back to enjoy equivalent
amounts of income by simply exploiting the
existing system. Who will hear the cri de
coeur of this concerned doctor who has to
put up with this dysfunction? 

Obviously what’s required are policy
changes - to ‘limit and control’ - that will pre-
vent such abuse, and politicians who see
beyond the tips of their noses and are as
aware or worried as their citizens about the
dislocations that their societies are under-
going, which need to be addressed upfront
so as to preserve the integrity of the coun-
tries concerned. 

As far as our own country is concerned,
in the wake of what has been called the
second industrialization of the country post
1983, which concerned mainly the textile
sector, there has been a regular import of
workers from a few countries to man that
sector. However, by the by workers have
also been imported to service other fields of
activity though in more limited numbers. To
the best of our knowledge this activity is
regulated by legislation that is abided by,
workers having contracts for a specified
period, and their terms and conditions of
work locally are under official oversight, with
unions stepping in when needed. Never-
theless, vigilance must be maintained so as
to prevent any potential abuse which, as the
case cited in Australia shows, may well
occur for political or other occult reasons.
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Drawing the line to prevent abuse
We are ourselves a nation of immigrants, and throughout history peoples have 

migrated all over the world. But the scenarios are now different

Dr R Neerunjun Gopee

“In the wake of what has been called the second industrialization of the country post 1983, which concerned mainly
the textile sector, there has been a regular import of workers from a few countries to man that sector. However, by

the by workers have also been imported to service other fields of activity though in more limited numbers. 
To the best of our knowledge this activity is regulated by legislation that is abided by, workers having contracts for a
specified period, and their terms and conditions of work locally are under official oversight, with unions stepping in

when needed. Nevertheless, vigilance must be maintained so as to prevent any potential abuse…”

“We are ourselves a nation of immigrants, and throughout history peoples have 
migrated all over the world. But the scenarios are now different. Many countries

have faced increasing pressures of a social, political and economic nature in trying to
accommodate migrants especially when their numbers swell over brief periods of time, or
when there are non-stop streams that keep coming. It is also well documented that while
there are genuine refugees that are trying to gain a foothold in other countries, there are
also economic migrants who join the bandwagon as it were and try to pass as refugees

when they are clearly not. It is no doubt galling to sweat so hard to make a decent living in
your own country and be a law-abiding citizen paying your taxes to then find that others

are literally riding on your back to enjoy equivalent amounts of income by simply 
exploiting the existing system…”



Consider a roll call of our
present social pro-
blems. Violence in the

family and at school is heard
about in everyday conversations. The number of young peo-
ple admitted to hospital for drugs is increasing and drug
addiction among the very young is on the rise. 

For the majority of observers, the country is sick. A major
cause of the problems can be traced back to the 1970s and
1980s in the wake of industrialization when succeeding go-
vernments paid little attention to the dehumanizing conditions
befalling lots of Mauritian families and which have left a deep
scar on those in the age range of 30 years and below of the
present generation. In the past it was understandable that our
governments could not anticipate such problems and were
not prepared and equipped to deal with them, but forty or fifty
years after, it is unpardonable that the State cannot rethink its
relationship with the family and come with family-friendly poli-
cies.

Any monocausal explanation of any phenomenon is
always suspect. While there may be a number of other fac-
tors at the root of our social problems, the fact that a great
majority of women took up employment for the first time in
those years (70s and 80s) meant that a great majority of chil-
dren during that period were left uncared for and were thus
deprived of the parental care which is so crucial for their har-
monious development. Many still remember the miserable
lives of those children. Parents used to wake them early in
the morning, prepare them for school, take them to the bus-
stop if the school was far, or thrust them in an overcrowded
school van. While many parents were able to collect their chil-
dren at two or three o’clock after sneaking some time from
work, others were taken back home in the school van and left
at home sometime unattended just to watch TV until the pa-
rents came home at around 5.30 pm. 

The exhausted parents rushed to prepare the evening
meal before putting them to bed for an early rise next mor-
ning. Some were lucky to have a parent or a neighbour to
care for them or keep an eye in case any problem cropped
up, but the majority finished their school life in these condi-
tions. This took a toll on both parents and children.
Frustration, lack of parental love or moral values were to
show up until adulthood and beyond, and may partly explain
the social problems we face today as the ills of yesterday are
reproduced as a result of poor parenting skills today.

To blame society or government for what’s happening
today is a convenient way for everybody to absolve them-
selves of the failure to take proper care of their families. There
is no such thing as an ideal family and every one of us of the
older generation shares some blame in failing to bring up the
younger generation to the standards we would have liked
them to achieve today. 

One has to admit that many families faced even more
complex problems of survival that they could hardly cope with
as parents, and their children drifted by the wayside. For 
others, it was a difficult choice to make – sacrifice one’s
career, opt for overtime or not, even when it was not compul-
sory, or perhaps wrongly believing that material compensa-
tion was an adequate substitute for parental bonding and

guidance. While the problems cut across classes, it was the
working women and families from the lower rungs of the lad-
der who faced the most rigid labour conditions and whose
families and children suffered the most.

One has also to acknowledge that over the years there
have been even more changes in the family structure. Until
some research institutions feel the need to look into changes
operating in the Mauritian family, some observations though
impressionistic are worth making. 

Women’s participation in the labour market has kept on
increasing. There are more divorce cases than ever before,
and many children are brought up by single-parent families,
with or without the support of relatives. With an ageing popu-
lation, many families have to care for the aged or the sick.
Finding proper child care is faced with many difficulties and
the informal care system is coming under great stress. If we
agree that deprivation will result in anti-social behaviour, then
something must be done at all levels to address the problem
at its source. 

What happened in the past cannot be undone, but one
can surely draw on past experience and prepare a better
future. One cannot continue to lament about the decline of
our social fabric, the loss of moral values, the lack of respect
for parents and elders, increasing violence and insecurity
without the State rethinking its relationship with the family, the
workplace and society. If we accept that the family is the
basic unit of our society and that the parents are the first
teachers of their children before they step out for formal edu-
cation, an important dimension of our social problems may be
traced to the home. The State has therefore the responsibili-
ty to craft a new family policy that impacts positively in the
home.

There is no need to reinvent the wheel. Many societies
face similar problems and they have tried to address the

issues outlined above. But we desperately need a proper
investigation that looks into these problems thoroughly in a
holistic manner and come up with some practical recom-
mendations. In the 1960s, two professors contributed signifi-
cantly to put Mauritius on the path of development. Professor
Titmuss helped us to solve our population problem, and
Professor Meade provided us a blueprint for our economic
development. A comprehensive report on our social pro-
blems can help to guide us for the future. What must be
avoided at all costs are cosmetic and copycat measures that
make no significant impact on the family.

Pending a comprehensive report, the State can intervene
in the workplace to help parents give more time, affection,
guidance and support to their children and thus prepare the
future generations. There is much more than improving the
workplace. A fresh start can be made in this area while wor-
king towards a new family policy. However, such policy can-
not be devised without the close collaboration of various insti-

tutions and professionals as well as other stakeholders. It
cannot operate in a silo and must work in tandem with other
branches of society. 

For example, the digitization of government departments
and companies could have helped many employees to work
from home. Flexitime and Work@Home Scheme have been
talked about for years and the latter scheme has been recent-
ly included in the budget but still awaits implementation. More
paperless departments should be set up. There is no reason
why trade unions should not press for more changes to help
workers and their families. The concept of work as conti-
nuous attendance at the work site or man as a breadwinner
is a male concept that is now outmoded.

Rethinking all these issues in the light of our own ex-
perience and drawing from the experience of other countries
can help us to better grasp the challenges which confront us
today. We have a choice: either let things drift away into
chaos or summon the political will to chart a new future. 

Both the State and its institutions as well as the corporate
sector can make significant contributions towards creating
family-friendly policies without any loss of productivity. Some
organizations may be doing it already, but what is needed
now is that the State accepts full responsibility to devise and
implement family friendly policies for the whole country.

Society        Mauritius Times Tuesday, December 8, 2020         4

The State, the Family and the Workplace

“There is no need to reinvent the wheel. Many societies face similar problems and they have tried to address the issues outlined
above. But we desperately need a proper investigation that looks into these problems thoroughly in a holistic manner and

come up with some practical recommendations. In the 1960s, two professors contributed significantly to put Mauritius on the path
of development. Professor Titmuss helped us to solve our population problem, and Professor Meade provided us a blueprint for
our economic development. A comprehensive report on our social problems can help to guide us for the future. What must be

avoided at all costs are cosmetic and copycat measures that make no significant impact on the family…”

One cannot continue to lament about the decline of our social 
fabric, the loss of moral values, the lack of respect for parents 

and elders, increasing violence and insecurity without the State 
rethinking its relationship with the family, the workplace and society

Sada Reddi

Photo - raisingchildren.net.au
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US and Chinese companies
dominated the global
arms market in 2019,

while the Middle East made its first
appearance among the 25 biggest
weapons manufacturers, a report
by the SIPRI research institute
said Monday.

The US arms industry
accounted for 61 percent of sales
by the world's "Top 25" manufac-
turers last year, ahead of China's
15.7 percent, according to the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute.

Total sales by the "Top 25"
rose by 8.5 percent to $361 billion,
or 50 times the annual budget of
the UN's peacekeeping opera-
tions.

Six US companies and three
Chinese firms were in the top 10,
rounded out by Britain's BAE

Systems in seventh spot.

"China and the United States
are the two biggest states in terms
of global arms spending, with
companies cut to size," Lucie
Beraud-Sudreau, director of
SIPRI's arms and military expendi-

ture programme, told AFP.

The US has dominated the
market for decades, but for China
-- whose companies' sales rose by
almost five percent in 2019 -- "this
increase corresponds to the
implementation of reforms to mo-

dernise the People's
Liberation Army underway
since 2015," she said.

US companies Lockheed
Martin, Boeing, Northrop
Grumman, Raytheon and
General Dynamics clinched
the top five spots, while
China's AVIC, CETC and
Norinco held spots six, eight
and nine. US group L3Harris
Technologies was in 10th
place.

"Europe remains a bit dis-
persed...but if you combine
the European companies
together you could have

European companies the same
size" as US and Chinese manu-
facturers, Beraud-Sudreau noted.

Airbus (European, 13th in the
ranking) and Thales (French,
14th) can meanwhile boast of 

having the strongest international
presence -- each is represented in
24 countries, ahead of US Boeing.

Breakthrough in the
Mideast

For the first time, a company
from the Middle East made it into
the "Top 25": EDGE, of the United
Arab Emirates, was formed by the
consolidation of some 25 defence
entities in 2019.

In 22nd spot, EDGE "is a good
illustration of how the combination
of high national demand for mili-
tary products and services with a
desire to become less dependent
on foreign suppliers is driving the
growth of arms companies in the
Middle East," SIPRI researcher
Pieter Wezeman said in the
report.

Britain is preparing to become the first country to
roll out the Pfizer/BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine this
week, initially ma-king the shot available at hos-

pitals before distri-buting stocks to doctors' clinics, the
government said on Sunday.

The first doses are set to be administered today, with
the National Health Service (NHS) giving top priority to
vaccinating the over-80s, frontline healthcare workers
and care home staff and residents, reports Reuters.

Britain gave emergency use approval for the vaccine
developed by Pfizer and BioNTech last week - jumping

ahead in the global race to begin the most
crucial mass inoculation programme in his-
tory.

In total, Britain has ordered 40 million
doses - enough to vaccinate 20 million
people in the country of 67 million. About
800,000 doses are expected to be avai-
lable within the first week.

Initial doses that have arrived from
Belgium are being stored in secure loca-
tions across the country, where they will be
quality checked, the health ministry said.

The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine has one-
rous storage requirements. It needs to be
kept at -70C (-94F) and only lasts five days
in a regular fridge.

For that reason, the British health mi-
nistry said the vaccine would first be
administered in 50 hospitals. It said it
would take a few hours to defrost each
vaccine and prepare it for use.

NHS England has written to general
practitioners, telling them to get ready to start giving vac-
cinations through local doctors' services from Dec. 14.

Rather than run clinics in individual surgeries, groups
of local doctors will operate more than 1,000 vaccination
centres across the country, the government said.

Britain is among the first nations to roll out vaccina-
tions outside the context of a clinic trial, raising hopes
that the tide could soon turn against a virus that has
killed nearly 1.5 million people globally and hammered
the world economy.

Russia began distributing its Sputnik V Covid-19 vac-
cine through 70 clinics in Moscow on Saturday, although
the shot has not finished its final trials.

*  *  *

Brexit trade deal with the EU hanging 
in the balance

Hopes of a Brexit trade deal with the EU are hanging
in the balance, as Boris Johnson prepares for talks with
the European Commission president that could pull the
plug on negotiations just 24 days ahead of the no-deal
deadline, reports The Independent. 

As talks in Brussels dragged late into Sunday night,
UK sources denied that a breakthrough had been made
on the totemic issue of fisheries. EU sources were quot-
ed as saying that terms were all but finalised on access
for EU boats to waters within the UK’s 200-mile exclusive
economic zone, phased in over a transition period of five
to seven years. British concessions on fisheries would
leave only two issues to resolve, in the shape of
Brussels’ demands for a “level playing field” arrange-
ment requiring the UK to observe EU rules and stan-
dards and the governance arrangements for the deal.

*  *  *

“Worst winter yet” for street sleepers 

Thousands of rough sleepers could be turned away
from night shelters this winter because of a sharp reduc-
tion in capacity as a result of the coronavirus pandemic,
Labour has warned. 

Research by charity HomelessLink found that one-
third of homeless organisations and local authorities
expect to see a decrease in numbers of beds in what
shadow housing secretary Thangam Debbonaire warned
could be the “worst winter yet” for street sleepers. She
called on the government to pledge that no-one will have
to spend the cold nights of winter outside. 

While many rough sleepers were given emergency
accommodation during the spring lockdown, recent data
suggest that more people are again sleeping on the
streets, said Ms Debbonaire.

Britain gets ready for roll-out
of Pfizer's Covid-19 vaccine

US, China dominated arms market in 2019: Report 

US and Chinese companies dominated the global arms market in 2019. 
Photo - i.pinimg.com

The UK Government is expected to make 800,000 doses of a Covid-19 vaccine available
this week. Photo - Reuters

F See more on page 6
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TThe global corona pandemic
has not only had serious

health consequences, it also trig-
gered the biggest economic crisis
in recent decades. Almost every
country is preparing aid packages
to boost the economy with large
amounts of money. It has become
evident that the corona crisis is
affecting those who were already
worse-off particularly hard. On the
other hand, corporations and
super-rich people are profiting
from the crisis. Head of the online
retailer Amazon, Jeff Bezos,
increased his private assets by a
third during the lockdown in spring
2020. In addition, he was the first
private individual to break the 200
billion dollar mark - right in the
middle of the Covid-19 crisis.

Argentina: wealth tax to help 
those in need

To help those in need, Argentina 
decided in November 2020 to impose a
wealth tax to finance the costs of the
Corona crisis. The centre-left government
will apply the tax to assets over 200 million
pesos (around 2.5 million dollars). As a

result, the government expects additional
revenues of about 3.78 billion dollars. This
is equivalent to one-third of the total costs
of the crisis, reports Philipp Stadler of
scoop.me.

The government will use the additional

income from the wealth tax to benefit those
sectors most affected by the crisis. These
include health care, small and medium-
sized companies and the development
programs of working-class neighbour-
hoods. Argentina's President Alberto

Fernandez describes the wealth
tax as the "starting point for a 
solidary Argentina". The decree
is titled "Law on the Solidarity
and Extraordinary Contribution of
Great Fortunes".

Spain decides wealth tax to
finance hospitals and jobs

With Bolivia another South
American country is planning a
new wealth tax. Starting in 2021,
large fortunes over 30 million
Bolivianos (around 4.3 million
dollars) are to be taxed more
heavily. In Europe, too, one
country has already decided that
super-rich people should help in
financing the crisis.

In Spain, annual incomes
above 300,000 euros (360 000
dollar) will be taxed by two 
percentage points more. Taxation
of large private assets over 10

million euros (12 million dollars) will also
be revised. The Spanish government, 
consisting of Social Democrats and the
Left Party Podemos, wants to use this tax
to finance the healthcare system and jobs
during the crisis.

Argentina: Millionaires have to pay one third of the Coronavirus crisis costs

Argentina's President Fernandez describes the wealth tax as the "starting point for a 
solidary Argentina". Photo - labsnews.com

IIn a rare celestial event, Jupiter and
Saturn will be seen very close to each

other on December 21, appearing like
one bright star.

The two planets have never been so
close since 1623, and hence, the term "a
great conjunction", Director of MP Birla
Planetarium, Debi Prasad Duari, said in a
statement.

"If two celestial bodies visually
appear close to each other from Earth, it
is called a conjunction. And such con-
junction of Saturn and Jupiter is at times

called a great conjunction," he said.
The planets will next come compara-

bly close on March 15, 2080.
On the night of December 21, their

physical distance will be around 735 
million km, Mr Duari said.

In the run-up to the date, both planets
will appear to progressively come closer
to each other, with every passing day, he
said.

In most major cities across India, 
the conjunction could be seen just after
sunset.

Jupiter-Saturn to come very close on
December 21 after 397 years

Artist's concept of Jupiter and Saturn conjunction on 21 December 2020. 
Chart - southerncaliforniaweatherforce.com

UU.S. President Donald
Trump's lawyer, Rudy

Giuliani, has tested posi-
tive for Covid-19, Trump
said on Sunday, after a
wave of travel by the for-
mer New York mayor seek-
ing to persuade Repu-
blican state lawmakers to
overturn the Nov. 3 election
results, reports CBC.

The 76-year-old
Giuliani is the latest in a
long line of people close to
the White House, including
Trump himself, sickened in
a pandemic that has killed
more than 280,000
Americans.

Giuliani did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Two sources told Reuters that Giuliani
was at Georgetown University Hospital in
Washington, D.C., on Sunday. One of the
sources said he had not been admitted yet.
The hospital did not immediately respond to
requests for confirmation.

Giuliani has been spearheading Trump's
floundering effort to overturn his election
loss to Democratic president-elect Joe
Biden through a flurry of lawsuits. Both
Trump and Giuliani have repeatedly
claimed, contrary to evidence, that the out-
come was marred by widespread fraud.

State and federal officials have repeat-

edly said there is no evidence of fraud on
any significant scale.

Giuliani visited Georgia on Thursday,
where he has been urging state lawmakers
to stop certification of Biden's win after 
making similar pleas in Michigan on
Wednesday and Arizona on Monday.

Donald Trump Jr. has tested positive for
COVID-19

Trump and many of his close associates
have balked at public health officials' advice
to wear masks and avoid crowds to stem
transmission of the respiratory illness, which
has roared to record levels in the United
States as winter approaches.

Trump says personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani tested positive for Covid-19

Compiled by Doojesh Ramlallah

Giuliani and Trump are seen at the Trump National Golf Club in
Bedminster, N.J., on Aug. 14. Photo - static.politico.com



Mauritius Times: Why is it that the
CWA has to cut down on water supply
to consumers every year whenever it
has not rained for only a short period,
despite the billions of rupees that have
gone into the replacement of long
stretches of pipes, and lately the
increased water retention capacity with
the construction of the Bagatelle and
the Midlands Dams? Is it still a problem
of insufficient capacity to meet the
demand for water or has it to do with its
distribution?

Dev Aukle: We need first to unders-
tand where the CWA taps its raw water
prior to treatment and distribution to all the
sectors of the economy. The CWA derives
54% of its resources underground (com-
monly referred to as groundwater) and
46% from surface sources (impounding
reservoirs or direct river intakes).

Whilst some rivers have been
impounded by dams to create a sizeable
amount of storage capacity (e.g. Mare aux
Vacoas, Mare Longue, Midlands,
Bagatelle reservoirs), our groundwater
cannot be impounded and flows conti-
nuously to the sea. The groundwater

aquifers are mostly recharged during the
summer rainy season (December to April)
whilst winter rains contribute to a lesser
extent in recharging the aquifers. If both
the summer and winter rains are below
the normal average, as is the case this
year, then as from August/September, all
CWA boreholes (160 presently) as well as
river intakes suffer a decrease in water
yields. Such a situation automatically
results in water cuts, with the more af-
fected regions being those served princi-
pally by boreholes and river abstractions

e.g. in the southern and western parts of
the island.

If we harness more of our rivers to pre-
vent billions of litres of water going to the
sea, we would have enough water to
make up for the heavy shortfall of outputs
during each annual dry period. The
Bagatelle and the Midlands Dams have
definitely helped in terms of increased
available capacity to cope with the present
dry period. However, we do need to cus-
hion the island’s water supply against dry
weather and reduce its vulnerability by
building more dams to catch as much rain-
fall as possible. During the rainy months,
the strategy should be to pump out as
much groundwater as possible and use
more retained water in dams during dry
weather, when groundwater yields are at
their lowest.

With regards to the water distribution
system, we should not forget that the
CWA had inherited an old water distribu-
tion network from the then Ministry of
Works, which is subject to heavy physical
leakages of the order of 40-50% of the vo-
lume injected in the system. The CWA has
for the last 5-6 years embarked on an
extensive pipe replacement programme,
but more than 1000 km of old and defec-
tive pipes still remain to be replaced. 

The priority of government therefore
should be to increase local water catch-
ments through the construction of more
dams and impounding reservoirs, and the
topmost priority of the CWA should be to
reduce water losses to an acceptable level
of 15%.

* There are three players which are
involved with the water sector: the
Ministry of Energy and Public Utilities,
the Water Resources Unit, and the
CWA itself. There must be some over-
lapping here and there, but would you
say that the CWA is sufficiently
autonomous to fulfill its mission?

The Ministry of Energy and Public
Utilities (MEPU) is the main body respon-
sible for the water sector. The key players
that operate in the water sector are:

- The Water Resources Unit (WRU), a 
department of the MEPU.
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“The CWA Act as conceived in
1971 allows for a high degree

of political leverage, and things have
not changed since. For instance,

under section 13(1) of the Act quoted
above, the CWA cannot award a major 

contract even if directed by the
Central Procurement Board unless

the approval of the Minister has first
been obtained. I believe many of our

parastatal bodies operate under 
similar conditions…”

“Reducing the Non-Revenue Water
(NRW) to the standard of 

well-operated utilities (15% NRW
level) would significantly improve

service quality and the CWA’s 
financial capacity too. We need not

emulate Singapore which has
achieved a very low NRW level of 4%
through intensive pipe replacement

and aggressively pursuing each
“drop” of unaccounted for water in its

distribution system; but if many
African cities can now boast of a

NRW level of 15%, why can’t we?…”

F Cont. on page 8

Interview: Dev Aukle, Former General Manager, CWA

“We do not have to privatise the CWA
What I strongly suggest is a Public Private Participation in terms of a 

Management Contract of limited duration”

With over 30 years of experience in the sector and keeping up to
date with the latest developments even after retirement, Dev
Aukle shares his views on the chronic and recurrent water

shortage problems that the country faces year in and year out. The way
to do this is a two-pronged strategy of maximum harnessing of rainfall

and eliminating the heavy water losses in the distribution system. 

This will only happen through reforming the archaic legislation dating to
back to 1971 that allows for too much of political leverage and using the
latest technologies that are available and affordable � which also means

revisiting the tariff structure so that CWA can generate adequate 
revenues instead of being at a loss. He is not in favour of prioritization;

the option is for a PPP of limited duration and performance driven. 

Dev Aukle started with the CWA as Site Engineer, after graduating as a
Civil Engineer at Bombay University (First Class with 

distinction). He went on to pursue his Maters at Concordia University,
Canada, and subsequently rose from the ranks to take up the post of

General Manager for a short stint from 2015 to 2016.



F Cont. from page 7
- The Central Water Authority (CWA), under the aegis of

the MEPU.
- The Water Management Authority (WMA), also under

the aegis of the MEPU.
- The Irrigation Authority (IA), under the aegis of the 

Ministry of Agro-Industry and Food Security.

The objectives and responsibilities of some of these
agencies indeed overlap to a great extent. One case in
point relates to the objects of the CWA according to the
CWA Act, which states that “the Authority shall be respon-
sible for the control, development and conservation of
water resources” and to those of the WRU, which was
established in 1993 as a department of MEPU, and which
has as one of its main duties to “develop and manage
water resources”. 

Legally speaking, the CWA’s duties and responsibili-
ties encompass the functions of the WRU. In practice,
however, the CWA limits its duties mostly to the treatment
and distribution of water for domestic, industrial and com-
mercial purposes. It is clear that the WRU should be
given a legal status and that the CWA Act should corre-
spondingly be amended in order to shift many of its legal
duties to the WRU. I am aware that a proposal to that
effect was made a few years ago as part of the Water
Sector Reform Plan; but as far as I know, it has not been
implemented yet.

* But when things go wrong, it’s mostly the CWA
that takes the flak, and insiders would say that given
the required autonomy and putting a stop to exces-
sive political interference in the management, inclu-
ding appointments, procurement exercises, etc.,
there’s a good chance public sector bodies like the
CWA may execute satisfactorily what they have been
set up for. What’s your take on that?

I will refer you to certain sections of the CWA Act of
1971 which speak for themselves:

- “Section 6: The Minister may, in relation to the 
exercise of the powers of the Authority under this Act,
give such directions to the Authority as he considers 
necessary in the public interest and the Authority shall
comply with such directions.” 

- “Section 13 (1): No deed, instrument, contract or other
document shall be executed by or on behalf of the 
Authority unless the approval of the Minister to the 
execution thereof has first been obtained.” 

- “Section 15: The Authority may appoint or employ, on
such terms and conditions as the Authority may, with 
the approval of the Minister, determine, such officers 
as may be reasonably necessary for the purposes of 
or in connection with the discharge of its duties under
this Act.” 

As you can deduce from the above, the CWA Act as
conceived in 1971 allows for a high degree of political
leverage, and things have not changed since. For
instance, under section 13(1) of the Act quoted above,
the CWA cannot award a major contract even if directed
by the Central Procurement Board unless the approval of

the Minister has first been obtained.
I believe many of our parastatal bodies operate under

similar conditions. In fine, the efficiency and success of
the organisation depends on the integrity of the people
having the power of decision.

* The water losses in the CWA water system have
now reached a record high of the order of 60%. Is this
situation sustainable? What can be done to address
the situation?

No manufacturer of a product can survive if he were
to lose 60% of his product on the way to his point of sale!
The CWA network definitely suffers physical water losses
through leakages in the system from production to distri-
bution of the order of 40-50%, and the rest of the unac-
counted for water is due to commercial losses (inaccura-
cy in metering, pilferage, etc.). 

The question in fact should be “What needs to be
done imperatively to redress the situation?” As I have
stated earlier, the CWA had inherited an old network co-
vering about 50% of the island. The CWA’s priority for the
first three decades of its existence was to increase water
production and extend its network to cover the whole of
Mauritius and to satisfy the growing needs of both do-
mestic and industrial sectors. Proper rehabilitation of the
distribution network was consequently neglected and due
to inadequate available funds, the network has deterio-
rated even more. 

Reducing the Non-Revenue Water (NRW) to the stan-
dard of well-operated utilities (15% NRW level) would sig-
nificantly improve service quality and the CWA’s financial
capacity too. We need not emulate Singapore which has
achieved a very low NRW level of 4% through intensive
pipe replacement and aggressively pursuing each “drop”
of unaccounted for water in its distribution system; but if
many African cities can now boast of a NRW level of 15%,
why can’t we? 

I understand that the NRW Unit of the CWA that was
set up and trained under an expert from Singapore has
been disbanded since 2016. The topmost strategic 
operational priority of the CWA should be to drastically
reduce its NRW level from 60% to 15% within a period of
5 years. This could most expeditiously be done under a
Public Private Partnership Agreement with a foreign ope-
rator of proven experience. 

This Agreement should have clearly defined parame-
ters and performance indicators to improve the opera-
tional efficiency of the organisation to the set target.
Keeping the NRW level under control would have a sig-
nificant positive impact on the CWA’s objective to attain a
24/7 water supply…

* We were being told at one time that we should go
for the privatisation of the CWA, presumably for want
of local expertise to ensure a sustainable water sup-
ply to the population and the financial clout that a 
foreign company would bring to the reengineering of
the CWA. How do you react to that proposition?

Having been associated with the CWA for more than
thirty years and having attended a recent International
Water Conference after my retirement, I can confidently
state that we are far behind modern water utilities. 

F Cont. on page 9
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‘The CWA Act as conceived in 1971 allows
for a high degree of political leverage,

and things have not changed since’

Interview        

“The cost to the CWA for the production and 
distribution of water stands around Rs 13.00

per cubic metre whilst the average fee it charges to
domestic consumers is Rs 8.00. The CWA barely
manages to meet its operating expenses and that

too only through a tariff structure that differentiates
between various user groups, with commercial and

industrial consumers cross-subsidising 
domestic consumers…”

“As per the regulation in force, tariffs are
approved by Government. The last major

tariff increase dates back to 2012. Since then, the
CWA has been facing increases in labour, fuel, 

energy and other input costs. The CWA has to rely
heavily on Government’s grants or loans to meet its
investment programmes. However, with the tariff in

force and the inadequate revenue generated, the
CWA has been experiencing a precarious cash flow 

situation for several years …”
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‘Water tariff is a sensitive political issue;
successive governments have resisted the arguments

put forth by the CWA to justify tariff increases’
F Cont. from page 8

The future of the operational manage-
ment of water is now digital. Today’s com-
puting power enables us to make better
decisions in all aspects of water manage-
ment, viz. storage, distribution, leak loca-
tion, smart flow metering, etc. New tech-
nologies have come up with new products
and services that are more sustainable
and cost effective. 

We now have smart meters which are
no more costly and can measure, register
and transmit data to remote servers and

inform operators and consumers almost
instantaneously. Remote sensors of all
kinds are now inexpensive, reliable and
work round the clock to collect data on
water quality, water flow, pressure, pump
performance, pipe bursts and so on. 

Hence the CWA should move from
laborious ways of the past towards a
future that will be more accurate and cost-
effective. To achieve this, we do not have
to privatise the CWA. In fact, I am not a
proponent of privatisation of our water
sector(s). What I strongly suggest is that
we opt for a Public Private Participation
(PPP) in terms of a Management Contract
of limited duration, say 5 years with an
experienced foreign Utility or Operator
which would modernize the CWA and
bring in state-of-the-art technologies. 

Payment to the Operator should be
directly related to performance, for exam-
ple: reduction in operational costs, reduc-
tion of NRW level, improvement in water
supply service levels, reduction in con-
sumer complaints, reduction in down time
(i.e. speedy repairs), and training of per-
sonnel.

* Water-intensive activities in indus-
try and trade, tourism and real estate
(IRS, RES, etc.) sectors have gone up
considerably. When things go back to
normal in a post-Covid world, the
demand for water will go on increasing.
Would you say that the current level of
investment in the water sector would

allow us to meet the demand in 10, 20
or 30 years?

The demand for water will doubtless
keep increasing. With the government’s
policy to achieve a higher degree of food
sufficiency, there will be increased pres-
sure on the water suppliers to satisfy the
competing demands of agricultural, indus-
trial and commercial users. 

The current level of investment in the
water sector should be boosted as we
need to build new dams to tap as much of
the rainfall over Mauritius as possible, and

we need to improve both the irrigation and
potable water infrastructure to meet future
needs. This, in my view, can only be
achieved through the principle of
Integrated Water Resources Management
or, better still, through Total Water
Management. 

The latter also takes into consideration
recycling of wastewater. The ultimate
objective is to invest in an essential com-
modity to sustain life and to allow the
country to meet new challenges such as
reduction in annual rainfall caused by cli-
mate change, potential sea level rise
affecting groundwater quality, pollution
risks due to urbanisation and industrial
development, etc.

* In fact, besides economic activi-
ties, there is also the issue regarding
our capricious climate situation, not
only in Mauritius but globally, and pre-
dicted to get worse in the decades
ahead with climate change. Will this
impact on our water safety situation?

Climate change is already impacting
the annual rainfall over Mauritius. The
mean annual rainfall over the last 20 years
has shown a decreasing trend from 2,300
mm at the turn of the century to a present
average of 2,000 mm. 

We are also witnessing a changing
rainfall pattern both spatially and in inten-
sity. We had in the recent past been sub-
jected to very heavy precipitations in the
north and in the coastal regions rather

than on the Central Plateau, where our
main water catchments are located. 

The unprecedented drought of 2011-
2012 is still fresh in our minds, when the
country faced an acute water deficiency
and Government had to take drastic water
restriction measures, such as severe
water cuts, banning of hose watering,
washing of cars and pavements. 

We are being faced with a similar si-
tuation this year onto next year. We need
to review our economic agenda and give
priority to water-related investments such
as building more dams and impounding
reservoirs as I have previously empha-
sized. The CWA would need in parallel to
undertake interconnectedness of its pro-
duction sources so that deficit in one part
of the island can be supplemented by
other sources less affected by drought.

Should we resort to desalination for
domestic use? In my view, desalination,
being a costly option, should only be con-
sidered in the long-term future for coastal
inhabitants after we would have ex-
hausted all means to harness as much
rainfall as possible and only after we
would have eliminated the heavy water
losses in the distribution system. We
would surely not wish that desalinated
water, produced at very high costs, be
wasted through leakages in the pipe net-
work!

* It would appear that due to pres-
sures from different quarters, several
governments have resisted the correct
pricing of water to customers. Conse-
quently, the CWA hasn’t been in a posi-
tion to generate the financial surpluses
it requires to be able to revamp its
infrastructure and modernize itself for
future increase in the demand for
water. Can this go on?

The cost to the CWA for the production

and distribution of water stands around Rs
13.00 per cubic metre whilst the average
fee it charges to domestic consumers is
Rs 8.00. The CWA barely manages to
meet its operating expenses and that too
only through a tariff structure that differen-
tiates between various user groups, with
commercial and industrial consumers
cross-subsidising domestic consumers. 

As per the regulation in force, tariffs
are approved by Government. The last
major tariff increase dates back to 2012.
Since then, the CWA has been facing
increases in labour, fuel, energy and other
input costs. The CWA has to rely heavily
on Government’s grants or loans to meet
its investment programmes. However,
with the tariff in force and the inadequate
revenue generated, the CWA has been
experiencing a precarious cash flow situa-
tion for several years and has had to do a
lot of financial manoeuvering to resched-
ule its loan repayments. Had CWA’s re-
venue been more substantial, it could
have undertaken more investments
towards modernisation.

The political decision to grant free
water to a household if its monthly con-
sumption does not exceed 6m3 has fur-
ther compounded the CWA’s financial si-
tuation. By the way, has a survey been
effected to ensure that this measure is
really benefiting the poor? 

Water tariff is a sensitive political issue
and successive governments have resis-
ted the arguments put forth by the CWA to
justify tariff increases. The situation, in my
opinion, is already untenable for the CWA.
Government will sooner or later have no
choice than to approve an increase in
water tariffs based, in the first instance, on
adjustments for inflation over the past
years and, in the second instance, the ta-
riff structure may perhaps be set by the
newly-created Utility Regulatory Authority.

“The political decision to grant free water to a
household if its monthly consumption does

not exceed 6m3 has further compounded the CWA’s
financial situation. By the way, has a survey 
been effected to ensure that this measure is 

really benefiting the poor?…”

“Water tariff is a sensitive political issue and 
successive governments have resisted the

arguments put forth by the CWA to justify tariff
increases. The situation, in my opinion, is already

untenable for the CWA. Government will sooner or later
have no choice than to approve an increase in water
tariffs based, in the first instance, on adjustments for

inflation over the past years and, in the second
instance, the tariff structure may perhaps be set by

the newly-created Utility Regulatory Authority…”



History       Mauritius Times Tuesday, December 8, 2020        10

From the Pages of History - MT 60 Years Ago

MAURITIUS TIMES
l Opportunity has hair in front, but behind she is bald; if you seize her by the forlock, you may hold her, 

but if suffered to escape, not Jupiter himself can catch her again. -- Rabelais

Friday 12 July 1957 4th Year No 153 

Whatever our misgivings about the present politi-
cal developments may be, it cannot be denied
that Mauritius is now well on

its way to self-
government. The nearer Mauritius
advances towards this goal the clearer
it becomes that the political parties will
be called to play a decisive role in our
affairs; in other words, party politics
which was threatened by unlamented
PR has come to stay and henceforth
our destiny will rest with our political
parties. But to what stage of develop-
ment have our political parties
reached? But to what stage of develop-
ment have our political parties
reached? We may perhaps find an
answer to this by taking a look at one of
the political parties of Britain and, for
obvious reasons, I have selected the
British Labour Party.

“A first class political machine is as
vital to the politicians as the perfect tool
is to the craftsman,” Miss Sarah Barker,
Assistant National Agent of the Labour Party, told me
when I met her some time ago at Transport House and to
buttress her contention she went on to explain how a
well-organised party ensures that the ideals of the party
percolate down to the rank and file thus building a solid
and intelligent following. Since its inception till 1918 the
Labour Party had no individual membership and was
made up of trade unions, socialist orga-nisations and co-
operative societies; but at the Annual Conference of 1918
the Constitution of the party was amended to allow indi-
viduals to join the party and since it has been observed
that individual membership gives the party as a whole an
élan vital which contributes a good deal to electoral suc-
cess.

The party today has a total membership of 6,483,994;
affiliated membership representing 87 trade unions and 5
socialist and co-operative societies accounts for
5,640,638 and the total membership of the 667 cons-
tituency and central parties amounts to 843,356 of which
354,669 are women. 

To be able to locate the individual member and the
role it plays in the party, let us dissect a Constituency
Labour Party which generally covers a parliamentary
constituency. A constituency party consists of a general
committee, which is in fact responsible to the National
Executive of the Party, and an executive committee 
elected from the general committee; the general com-
mittee is composed of member-delegates sent to it by the
socialist organisations, co-operative societies, profes-
sional societies, women's sections, trade union branches,
leagues of youth, trades councils and ward associations
which function within the parliamentary constituency. 

It is in the ward association that the individual mem-
ber enters the party; every ward association elects a ward
committee which looks after the affairs of the ward and
needless to add that each parliamentary constituency is
divided into a large number of wards. Affiliated members
are entitled to take part in ward activities provided they
register themselves with the party constituency or the
ward secretary. The individual member pays a monthly
subscription of 6d while the affiliated member has nothing
to pay to the ward association. (In fact his subscription is
paid by his union to the political funds of which he con-
tributes).

What is the role of the individual member in such a
maelstrom of parties and committees? How does he in-
fluence the national or regional policy of the party?
Whenever the need arises, the ward association meets to
consider the grievances of its members and to formulate
proposals which the members of the ward think would
promote their interests or safeguard their rights. Any sug-
gestion, provided it is adequately supported, is approved
by the ward committee and then transmitted to the
Constituency party which after consideration refers   it to
the National Executive for inclusion in the agenda for the
annual conference. If a suggestion is of regional interest,
it is referred to the Council Labour Group of the relevant
borough or county council. Through this process the indi-
vidual member exercises his right in moulding the na-
tional or regional policy of the party.

The most important feature of this setup is that
the individual members of the party have a say in the
nomination and selection of local government or par-
liamentary candidates. The British electors are not

told, as we are in Mauritius,
who is going to represent
them but in fact they choose
their prospective representa-
tives.

This is a general picture of
the constituency parties which
together with the trade unions
and the co-operative and other
socialist parties constitute the
British Labour Party which is
governed by the National Exe-
cutive Committee. The National
Executive is elected by the
Annual Conference which is the
central policy-ma-king body; it
consists of twelve representa-
tives of the trade unions, one
from the co-operative and
socialist bodies, seven from the
constituency and central labour
parties and five women mem-

bers. The treasurer is elected by the affiliated organisa-
tions at the Annual Conference and the leader and deputy
leader of the parliamentary group are ex-officio members.

The British Labour Party works systematically and on
the national level it functions through a number of depart-
ments, each dealing with a special field. The Party Orga-
nisations Department is responsible for the co-ordination
of the activities of the various constituency parties, trai-
ning of agents and youth leaders, elections, selection of
candidates and all other issues affecting the functions of
the party as a whole. There is the women's department,
the International and Commonwealth Department, the
Research Department, the Press and Publicity Depart-
ment and the Finance Department. And what all these
departments do is indeed beyond the scope of this article,
suffice it to say that besides the publication of innume-
rable documents & pamphlets, the handling of over
£200,000 last year the Party is running 301 youth sec-
tions; last year the Labour Women's Advisory Councils
held over 220 educational conferences.

It is quite obvious that in Mauritius we cannot build
overnight political parties as large in scale and wide in
scope as this but anybody with a modicum of common
sense will concede that a start has to be made and if we
genuinely want to foster the growth of democracy and
make the most of our political advancement we must
organise our political parties on a sound basis; in this task
we can draw upon the vast experience of the pioneers of
British party politics. The sooner we realise that gerry-
mandering is no substitute for healthy political parties the
better.

By K. Jagat Singh, London - 4 July 1957

How British Labour Party Works

The Sixth Annual Conference of the British Labour Party - Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, London EC, 
February 15th, 16th and 17th 1906. Photo - wcml.org.uk

While six influential leaders of the Labour Party have been saddled with ministerial jobs, they will have 
little time left to think of their Party machine. The Party now needs rehauling so that it will be able to meet 

the exigencies of the time and the onslaught of opposition. The British Labour Party provides us with a fine
example. Let us hope that the local LP will follow in its footsteps.
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TTwenty years ago the South African
academic Jan-Ad Stemmet met the

apartheid era justice minister Kobie
Coetsee, who announced he had 
transcripts of 13,000 pages of recordings
of Nelson Mandela's time in prison.

These transcripts of the anti-apartheid
struggle icon contained, he said, "bombs,
atom bombs" that would blow everything
up. 

The pair began to discuss a book deal
but only two days in the 69-year-old
Coetsee died of a heart attack and the
moment passed. Then, 14 years on, this
trove of documents reemerged in an
archive at the University of the Free State,
where Stemmet taught history.

Stemmet worked with the veteran
South African journalist Riaan de Villiers to
piece together the transcripts of recordings
made in the final five years preceding
Mandela's release on 11 February 1990 - a
period of intense revolt against the
apartheid regime, in which the black town-
ships were rendered "ungovernable" and a
low level civil war erupted.

Mandela and his seven comrades had
been sentenced to life for sabotage at the
end of the Rivonia trial (1963-1964). In line
with apartheid policies all, except Denis
Goldberg, who was white, were sent to
Robben Island, where black political 
prisoners were kept.

From the account of the secret prison
recordings documented, Coetsee emerges
as a key player in this period of South
African history. The small, enigmatic and
inscrutable lawyer by training was a 
far-sighted plotter who sometimes spoke
in riddles and held his cards close to his
chest.

Coetsee bugged Mandela's prison con-
versations, which were also separately
bugged by the National Intelligence
Service. He seems to have used the
knowledge and power this provided to help
steer his own government in the direction
of negotiations with the ANC.

As early as 1984, as justice minister,
he suggested Mandela's unconditional
release, and helped persuade the 
bellicose Prime Minister PW Botha of the
value of dialogue with "Prisoner 913".
Years later he helped frame FW de Klerk's
historic speech to parliament that
announced the unbanning of the ANC and
other political organisations.

De Villiers and Stemmet's book,
Prisoner 913: Revelations from the Kobie
Coetsee Archive, offers a detailed look at
Mandela's talks with representatives of the
apartheid government while he was in
prison. It does indeed contain revelations
that might be surprising, but no "atom
bombs".

What it does offer is valuable insight

into Mandela's extraordinary role in 
guiding the future of his country while still
in prison, with the gnome-like Coetsee
playing a key supporting role.

Prelude to talks to end apartheid

Shortly after being separated from his
fellow prisoners at Pollsmoor - Walter
Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Raymond
Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew
Mlangeni - in 1985, Mandela began talking
to government representatives. This he
only revealed to the others after his initial
meeting with Coetsee that year. The book
notes that Mhlaba and Mlangeni were
enthusiastic; Sisulu and Kathrada less so.

Mandela saw his role as a facilitator
between the government and the ANC. He
even proposed to Coetsee that the two of
them go together to Lusaka to speak to the
exiled ANC, an idea that fizzled out. Later
Mandela considered an invitation from De
Klerk to serve as a member of a "group of
wise men" who'd advise him, but this too
was dropped.

When Sisulu and seven others were
released in 1989 Coetsee and Mandela
agreed the ANC should not "fuel further
conflict". He was particularly keen that the
ANC tone down its "armed struggle" 
rhetoric. He spoke on a prison phone to
Thabo Mbeki, who was then the move-
ment's publicity director. Mbeki read to him
an ANC statement but conveniently left out
the bit where they called for armed 
struggled to be intensified. Mandela later
discovered this and was peeved, saying
Mbeki had "made a mistake".

In a January 1990 memo for the 
cabinet, Coetsee summarised Mandela's
dilemma.

One example is negotiation strategy.

Mandela proposed a two-stage model:
first the government and ANC would work
out preconditions; then the actual negotia-
tions would begin. However, when the
ANC adopted a different approach, calling
on the government first to create a "climate
for negotiations", Mandela went along with
this.

Gradually, the initiative shifted away
from Coetsee and towards Prisoner 913,
who made the key decisions with the 
government responding, right down to the
timing and modalities of his own release.

A view on Winnie Mandela

Some of the most intriguing passages
relate to Winnie Mandela. A document 
covering a conversation with his elder
daughter Zenani and her husband, Swazi
Prince Muzi Dlamini, is particularly 
revealing. Nelson wanted their younger
daughter, Zindzi, to join her sister at
Boston University because he was worried
about Winnie's "corrupting influence", with
the prison note taker recording him saying
she had no respect for the community, the
family or himself and also not for herself.

The note taker summarised Mandela's
remarks on the early years of their 
marriage when Winnie "went around with
married men" and "had relationships with
other men". Once, when in hiding, he told
her he was going to Durban and was
arrested and it was clear the police knew
he was there and that Winnie was the
source of this information.

The writers suggest that justice 
minister Coetsee, not wanting to unsettle
their talks, ensured Winnie faced lesser
charges in the case of Stompie Seipei (the
14-year-old murdered in her care). She
was charged with kidnapping and assault
rather than murder.

Importance of the book

Along the way the documents bring out
historical nuggets that the authors don't
elaborate on. For example, it is clear that
"unrest" and sanctions are the backdrop
for the concessions made by the apartheid
government, with Coetsee confiding in
Mandela that the government is under
intense economic and financial pressure.

It is also clear that the claim by some
analysts that it was the fall of communism
that prompted moves towards negotiations
to end apartheid and secure majority rule
is off the mark. The talks momentum 
started in 1984. By the late 1980s the
decision to release Mandela unconditional-
ly had been taken, with the release of
Govan Mbeki in 1987 and then Sisulu and
seven others seen as trial runs. All of this
happened before the fall of the Berlin wall
in November 1989.

The book adds to the picture painted in
Mandela's memoir 'Long Walk to
Freedom', sometimes contradicting it in
minor details. Now and then Mandela 
miscalculated but it is clear that without his
vision, poise and self-confidence, history
might have taken a less promising turn.

Prisoner 913 is a book more for 
scholars and those with a passion for the
South African "struggle" than for general
readers. The "913" in the title comes from
Mandela's general prison number, which
was used in all the transcripts. His number
on Robben Island was famously 46664.

'Prisoner 913: Revelations from the
Kobie Coetsee Archive' by Riaan de
Villiers and Jan Ad-Stemmet, Tafelberg,
296 pages, is published by NB Publishers.

Prisoner 913: Revelations from the Kobie Coetsee Archive
Book reveals new, surprising nuggets about Nelson Mandela's last years in jail

Gavin Evans, Birkbeck, 
University of London 

Apartheid-era Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee, Thabo and Zanele Mbeki, Nelson
Mandela and his daughter Zenani, FW and Marike de Klerk. Photo - GettyImages



* Cont. from page 2

The number of people exposed to the
bushfires was amplified by expanding set-
tlements and inadequate risk reduction
measures.
Sea level rise, human migration

and health

As the world warms and the sea rises,
millions of people will be exposed to
coastal changes, including inundation and
erosion.

Sea-level rise has direct and indirect
consequences for human health. In some
places, water and soil quality and supply
will be compromised due to the intrusion
of saltwater. Flooding and wave power will
damage infrastructure, including drinking
water and sanitation services. And dis-
ease vector ecology will also change,
such as higher mosquito densities in
coastal habitats, potentially causing
greater transmission of infectious 
diseases like dengue or malaria.

However, people and communities
may adapt by moving away. In Fiji, for
example, at least four communities have
relocated in response to coastal changes.
The Fijian government notes planned relo-
cation will be a last resort only when other
adaptation options are exhausted.

Relocation might also lead to health
threats . This includes physical health con-
sequences from altered diets, as fishing
and subsistence agriculture may be dis-

rupted. There are also mental health
impacts from people losing their attach-
ments and connections to their places of
belonging.

But sometimes, migration responses
to climate change can have health bene-
fits. Moving from vulnerable coastlines
might reduce exposure to environmental
hazards such as flooding, be an impetus
to seek healthier livelihoods and lifestyles,
and improve access to health services.

Our estimation of the number of peo-
ple facing potential inundation is based on

projections of global mean sea-level rise
and on current population data.

In a high emissions scenario with
warming of 4.5?, seas could rise by one
metre by 2100 relative to 1986–2005. This
would see 145 million people face poten-
tial inundation.

A collapse of the Western Antarctic Ice
Sheet could cause five to six metres of
sea level rise. Under this extreme sce-
nario, 565 million people may be inun-
dated.

It is important to note, however, that
uncertainties constrain our ability to fore-
cast migration numbers due to sea-level
rise. These uncertainties include future
environmental and demographic factors
and potential adaptation (and maladapta-
tion) responses, such as living with water
or coastal fortification.

So is there any good news?

The 2020 Lancet Countdown report
notes improvements in some instances,
as some sectors and countries take bold
steps to respond to climate change.

We are seeing, for example, health
benefits emerging from the transition to
clean energy. Deaths from air pollution
attributed to coal-fired power have
declined from 440,000 in 2015 to 400,000
in 2018, despite overall population
increases.

But more must be done: we need sus-
tained greenhouse gas emission cuts,
increased greenhouse gas absorption and
proactive adaptation actions. Yet global
efforts to address climate change still fall
short of the commitments made in the
Paris Agreement five years ago.
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Climate change is resulting in profound, immediate and 
worsening health impacts, over 120 researchers say

In places like Kiribati, sea walls are used to try to help stave off sea level rise. AAP Image/Elise Scott

This old lady handed her bank card
to the teller and said: “I would like
to withdraw $10”. The teller told her

“for withdrawals less than $100, please
use the ATM.”

The old lady wanted to know why...
The teller returned her bank card and irri-
tably told her: “These are the rules, please
leave if there is no further matter. There is
a line of customers behind you.”

The old lady remained silent for a few
seconds and handed her card back to the

teller and said: “Please help me withdraw
all the money I have.” The teller was
astonished when she checked the
account balance. She nodded her head,
leaned down and respectfully told her
“You have $1,300,000 in your account but
the bank doesn’t have that much cash
currently. Could you make an appointment
and come back again tomorrow?”

The old lady then asked how much
she could withdraw immediately. The
teller told her any amount up to $3000.

“Well, please let me have
$3000 now.” The teller kindly
handed $3000 in a very friend-
ly manner and with a smile to
her. 

The old lady put $10 in her
purse and asked the teller to
deposit $2,990 back into her
account.

Moral: Don’t be difficult
with old people; they spent

a lifetime learning life’s
skills.

Photo - greatseniorliving.com

Life’s Lessons

Don’t be difficult with old people The surest sign that intelligent life exists elsewhere in
the universe is that it has never tried to contact us. 

-- Bill Watterson
As a child my family's menu consisted of two c

hoices: take it or leave it. -- Buddy Hackett
My favourite machine at the gym is the vending

machine.  -- Caroline Rhea

Never under any circumstances take a sleeping pill
and a laxative on the same night. -- Dave Barry

The duty of a patriot is to protect his country from its
government. -- Edward Abbey

If you live to be one hundred, you've got it made.
Very few people die past that age. -- George Burns

One tequila, two tequila, three tequila, floor.  
-- George Carlin

Quotable Quotes

Celia McMichael, University of
Melbourne; Ilan Kelman, UCL; Shouro

Dasgupta, Università Ca'Foscari;
Sonja Ayeb-Karlsson, United Nations

University 
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RReunion is when Akhil gets up in the
morning and tells his wife he is going

to work. 
Instead he goes to his neighbour

Paul's wife to make love to her. 

Her husband Paul comes and knocks
on the door. 

Akhil goes under the bed. 
Paul enters the bedroom. 

Feeling uneasy, the wife excuses

herself to go to market to buy
food items. 

Paul takes advantage of the
wife's absence to call Akhil's wife. 

Akhil's wife quickly arrives and they
make love. 

Suddenly Paul's wife who had
excused herself to go to the market
turned back halfway forgetting the list of
food items at home and knocks on the 

door. 
Akhil is still under

the bed.
Akhil's wife rushes to hide under the

bed.
This is reunion.

What Is Reunion?

Q: What do you call the child of 
parents from Iceland and Cuba?

A: An ice cube.
* * * 

A married couple, Harry and Esther,
are out shopping one morning when
Esther says, "Darling, it's my mother's
birthday tomorrow. What shall we buy
for her? She said she would like some-

thing electric." 
Harry replies, "How about a chair?"

* * * 
Son: "Dad, there is someone at the

door to collect donations for a communi-
ty swimming pool."

Father: "Okay, give him a glass of
water."

* * * 
A boy went home from school. His

homework was to put down the things
his family said.

So, he goes to his mother who was
talking on the phone. The boy asked
"Mum, can you help me do my home-
work? The mother says "Shut up!" And
goes back talking on the phone. The boy
wrote that down.

He then went to his father watching a
football commercial saying "Hell yeah!"

So, the boy wrote that down.
The boy went to his little sister and

his sister said "Lollipop, Lollipop"
So, the boy wrote that down.
The boy went to his little brother and

the brother said "DUNDUNUNUNUN,
BATMAN!"

So, the boy wrote that down.
The next day, the boy went to school

and the teacher said "So what are the
words?"

The boy said "Shut up!"
The teacher, shocked, calmly said:

"Do you want to go to the principal's
office?"

The boy said "Hell yeah!"

So, at the principal's office, the 
principal said "What do you think you
deserve in this situation?"

The boy said "Lollipop lollipop!"

The principal yelled "Who do you
think you are?!"

And the boy said: "DUNUNUNUNU,
Batman!"

* * * 

A fourth-grade teacher asks the
class, "Have any of you ever saved
somebody's life?" 

A little boy raises his hand, "Yes, my
little nephew's." 

"Wow, what a little hero you are!
How did you do that, sweetie?" asks the
teacher. 

The little guy replies, "I hid my 
sister's birth control pills!"

* * * 

The bride, upon her engagement,
goes to her mother and says, "I've found
a man just like Father!" 

Her mother replies, "So what do you
want from me, sympathy?"

AA19-year-old joins Indian Statistical
Institute in Calcutta to pursue a PG

degree in Mathematics.
The institute was headed by a world

famous Professor Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanobis (PCM), who was the authour
of India's second Five-Year Plan, popularly
known as Mahalanobis plan.

PCM had an enmity with the 19-year-
old's father on a certain business issue.
Using his power as head of the Institute,
PCM prevailed upon other professors to
fail the 19 yr old again and again.

Try he may with all his study and hard
work, the youngster could not clear the
exams. He was on the brink of ruin when
he came to know that PCM was behind his
continuous failures. What can a 19-year-
old do to a highly placed Professor who
wielded enormous influence? But he decid-
ed to take on PCM.

With this single point agenda, he sat in
the library and started reading all of PCM's
works and publications. Those were the
no-Google days. The youngster spent
months in the library reading everything
that had reference to PCM. He came
across PCM'S theory on practical analysis
and found that it was copied from a publi-
cation by a lesser known Russian
Professor in 1930. He also identified that
the famous Mahalanobis Five-Year Plan
was a copy of the Russian Professor's plan
of 1930.

The youngster knew that his attempt to
expose this in the print media would not be
successful, given PCM's enormous 
influence. He wrote a detailed note to the
Economics Dept at Harvard explaining his
findings.

Harvard immediately took note of this
as it concerned the Second 5-Year Plan of
India. They in turn wrote to the journal that
had published PCM's work. The journal in
turn checked out the veracity of the young-
ster's note and wrote to PCM asking him to
explain, failing which they threatened to
publish the youngster's note. PCM was
stumped and was helpless. The journal
then proceeded to expose the plagiarism 
of PCM and further announced the with-
drawal of PCM's article it had published
earlier. PCM lost his international reputa-
tion.

PCM lost his international funding sup-
port, the opportunity to write articles on his
other works and the collaborations he had
built with other international Professors all
in one stroke. He was reduced to nothing. 

The youngster received a letter from
the Economics Dept at Harvard. Praising
the extensive research of the 19 yr old, the
University offered him an opportunity to
study Economics in Harvard with
Rockefeller Scholarship support.

This is the story of Dr Subramanian
Swamy. 

Life's Lessons

The year 1965

-- Max Ehrmann 

GGo placidly amid the noise and the
haste, and remember what peace

there may be in silence. As far as possi-
ble, without surrender, be on good terms
with all persons.

Speak your truth quietly and clearly;
and listen to others, even to the dull and
the ignorant; they too have their story.

Avoid loud and aggressive persons;
they are vexatious to the spirit. If you
compare yourself with others, you may
become vain or bitter, for always there will
be greater and lesser persons than your-

self.

Enjoy your achievements as well as
your plans. Keep interested in your own
career, however humble; it is a real pos-
session in the changing fortunes of time.

Exercise caution in your business
affairs, for the world is full of trickery. But
let this not blind you to what virtue there
is; many persons strive for high ideals,
and everywhere life is full of heroism.

Be yourself. Especially do not feign
affection. Neither be cynical about love;
for in the face of all aridity and disen-
chantment, it is as perennial as the grass.

Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of
youth.

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you
in sudden misfortune. But do not distress
yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears
are born of fatigue and loneliness.

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be
gentle with yourself. You are a child of the
universe no less than the trees and the
stars; you have a right to be here.

And whether or not it is clear to you,
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it
should. Therefore be at peace with God,
whatever you conceive Him to be. And
whatever your labours and aspirations, in
the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in
your soul. With all its sham, drudgery and
broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world.
Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.

Words to Live by

Desiderata
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TThink your status updates, tweets and pins are for
the eyes of friends and family only? Think again.
According to a recent survey by CareerBuilder,

the number of employers taking to the web to
research applicants before offering interviews has
been steadily increasing.

Consider the risk of taking on someone new.
You know that you're a rock star when it comes

to your work, but what about a company that doesn't
know you? How can they be assured that you don't
hold highly controversial viewpoints, or simply won't
mesh well with their existing culture?

That's where social media snooping comes into
play.

Rather than deleting your accounts and "going
off the grid" let's understand WHAT employers are
looking for so that we can project the right image and
control vulnerabilities.

1. To identify red flags

I can't stress this enough: social media engage-
ment works from a place of positivity, not trolling.
How critical are you of others? Have you been 
sharing politically or religiously sensitive material?
These are all potential red flags to be aware of.

Some other things employers commonly look for:
* Mismatch between what's communicated on 

someone's resume and their social media 
accounts.

* Bullying behaviour, negative comments about 
others.

* Badmouthing former employers and co-workers. 
This is a HUGE turn-off.

* Evidence of drug use, stealing, and other 
fireable offenses.

* Disclosure of confidential information about 
customers or clients. If you're a healthcare 
provider who is chatting about people you treat 
in violation of laws, that's a huge no-no.
2. To gauge communication skills

Excellent writing skills are one of the most valued
attributes a professional can bring to the table, at all
seniority levels.

Here are a few things employers will be on the
lookout for:

* When you share updates and posts, how clearly 

do you communicate the points you're trying to 
make? If you're talking about your industry, do 
you instantly show expertise?

* Do you use proper spelling, grammar, 
punctuation?

* Can you engage in exchanges that inspire 
thought, interest, and engagement?
Countermeasure: Take a little extra time before

posting to do a "final pass" on what you've written for
quality.

3. To identify your true ambitions

Employers aren't dumb: Of course, you'll tell
them that the job in question is a perfect fit and the
sum total of your ambitions. But what do you really
feel? Will this job be just another paycheck?

Here are some elements they look out for:
* What's your footprint within the industry? Are

you connected with major influencers and/or have a
following going? This lends greater credibility.

Countermeasure: Do a Twitter "follow cam-
paign" where you follow at least 25-50 leaders in
your industry. Join well-known industry organizations
and groups with a strong Internet footprint (bonus
points for organizations which list member profiles
on their site). Closely track which companies you're
following on LinkedIn to make sure there are no sur-
prises.

4. To evaluate culture fit

What's your "voice"? If you want to work for a 
disruptive tech startup and your tone on social media
is one of questioning the status quo, that could 
signal strong cultural fit. The opposite is also true: if
you want to work for a staid company with 
conservative values, and your voice seems to go
against that, it might be a warning sign of things not
matching up.

Countermeasure: Do what feels authentic to
you. If you can show how your engaging on social
media is an extension of who you are (and what
you're bringing to the table), then the right compa-
nies will see it for the value-add it is. Notice I said the
right companies. If there's a big mismatch between
the companies you're targeting and how you
engage, ask yourself: is this really the right move to
make?

Anish Majumdar

Your Career

5 reasons employers are checking
you out on social media 

TThere are times when a little white lie can get us out of 
awkward, impossible situations. And no one knows this better

than a woman that is running late - you know what we're talking
about.

Your friends were supposed to pick you up from your place.
They are 10 minutes away and they call to let you know they'll be
there soon. You tell them you've just finished applying your 
make-up so they'll definitely find you ready.

Whether it's to your friends, your family or even your man
every woman can confess to telling - if not all - at least one of
these lies.

1. I'm on my period -- This is an easy lie to get out of almost
anything. From not wanting to be intimate with their man - though
some still do - to not wanting to go to the club and just want to
binge watch their favorite series.

No one wants to deal with a raging hormonal woman who may
potentially be a buzz kill for what you have planned.

2. I'm not ready to have a man yet -- They are not ready to
have you as their man. Plain and simple.

We obviously can't ignore the possibility that they truly aren't
ready to have a man at that time.

3. I'm not angry -- Their blood is boiling and if you push one
more button, you'll feel just how hot.

4. That was so good -- It's no secret that, at least once, a
woman has faked an orgasm. They probably wouldn't want to hurt
your feelings if they didn't fully enjoy sex as much as you did so
they opt to lie about it.

5. So sorry I just saw this -- They saw it the second the 
message or phone call came through but just didn't want to talk to
you. This would apply to everyone though. There are some times
when honestly you just don't want to talk to some people.

6. I won't tell anyone. Who would I even tell? -- Everyone
must have been told 'don't tell anyone I told you because I wasn't
even supposed to tell anyone'.

7. Oh no I was really looking forward to it -- They are super
excited that the plans are cancelled and they can now lounge
around the house doing nothing.

8. We should definitely catch up soon -- You exchange
numbers, days turn into weeks and weeks into months. They
eventually forget you gave them your number.

Velma Barasa

Relationships

8 lies every woman
has told at least once
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Model and B'wood aspirant Sasha Merchant
inspired by Deepika Padukone

Model and aspiring actress Sasha Merchant wants to
have a career like Deepika Padukone. She adds that she
would definitely try her luck in films if an exciting
offer comes her way.

Apart from ramp modelling, Sasha Merchant
has appeared in several television commercials.
On her Bollywood dreams, she told IANS: "I think
Bollywood is a lovely industry to be a part of. I am
sure everyone has that dream and I would love to
be a part of it if something amazing comes my
way. I didn't plan modelling and it literally came
out of the blue. In the same way, I am open to 
acting if something exciting comes up."

Asked which actress is her role model, she
replied: "If I want to step into Bollywood, I want to
do it just like Deepika (Padukone). I love her and
she is my absolute favourite. I feel like right from
modelling to films, the kind of work she has done
is simply amazing, so if I do it, I want to do it just
like her."

Sasha, daughter of model-actor Aseem Merchant, also
opened up about her modelling journey: "I was in college
and it was a very random thing because an agency 
spotted me. Then, I started doing commercial shoots and
shows. It happened very fast because I never planned to
get into modelling. I was focused on studying law but I
love it now."

* * *

When Jacqueline Fernandez put 
Seema Khan at ease

Seema Khan, fashion designer and
wife of Bollywood actor Sohail Khan,
appears in the web series Fabulous Lives
of Bollywood Wives. She says she was
initially nervous shooting for her bridal 
collection, but felt at ease after actress
Jacqueline Fernandez signed up.

"I was super nervous and needed this
to be perfect. I needed someone big to
shoot it and who better than Jacqueline
Fernandez. I am a huge fan of hers and
she is such a sweetheart. She put me at
ease and I love her personality," said

Seema.
The web series features several Bollywood wives

including Seema, Neelam Kothari, Bhavana Pandey and
Maheep Kapoor, and streams on Netflix.

* * *

Rani Mukerji: Learnt a lot about humanity doing
'Black', 'Hichki'

Rani Mukerji says she learnt a lot about humanity
essaying roles as the specially-abled Michelle McNally in
Black and the Tourette Syndrome patient Naina Mathur in

Hichki.
"I learnt a lot about humanity by doing these outstan-

ding, sensitive films like 'Black' and 'Hichki'. I think these
films contributed to making me a better human being and
I'm fortunate that I got to do these films and be a part of
such beautiful cinematic visions of Sanjay Leela Bhansali
and Siddharth P. Malhotra. I hope these films managed to
spark the right conversations in society about the need to
treat everyone as an equal," she said.

"I learnt about the resolve of people who are deter-
mined to triumph despite the odds stacked up against
them, their dreams, their aspirations and essaying these
powerful girls on screen, made me a stronger human
being. I'm grateful that I can talk, see, hear and I realised
that, as human beings, we might be taking these things for
granted," she added.

The 42-year-old actress says for her, Black and Hichki
were emotional experiences that opened her eyes more
towards inclusivity, kindness and gratitude. (IANS)

* * *

Katrina Kaif shares her workout routine 
for the day

Katrina Kaif recently shared her workout routine for the
day, and revealed the secret behind her enviable figure.

She shared a handwritten workout routine from her
trainer, which includes exercises for her legs, abs and
upper body. These include squats, leg presses, push-ups,
cardios among other workouts.

"Workout for the day," wrote the actress on her verified
Instagram Story.

Katrina is known to be very disciplined when it comes
to working out and often shares her workout videos on
social media.

The actress will next be seen in Rohit Shetty's cop
action drama "Sooryavanshi", starring Akshay Kumar, and
the horror comedy "Phone Bhoot", co-starring Siddhant
Chaturvedi and Ishaan Khatter.

* * *

Preity Zinta is back to 'ghar ki kheti'
With Los Angeles going into lockdown ahead 

of Christmas, actress Preity Zinta is getting back to 
gardening. She says it is her way to stay positive.

"Back to my ghar ki kheti… Now that LA is in a 3 week
lockdown I'm loving getting back to gardening and being
one with nature," she wrote on Instagram along with a
video.

"It's my way of staying positive, appreciating the 
simpler things in life & connecting with the earth cuz when
life gives you lemons it's time to make lemonade and
nimbo ka achaar (lemon pickle) I'm sure mom will be very
proud of me when she watches this video cuz she inspired
me to get into gardening… Thank you Ma… Love you,"
she added.

She shared the post with hashtags #Gharkikheti,
#Organic, #organicgardening and #Soproud.

In the video, she shows her lemon plant, and the
lemons she plucked saying she is going to make some
lemonade.

Yesterday, Preity, who is currently in the city, shared a
selfie with husband Gene Goodenough. In the selfie,
Preity and Gene wear masks. The empty streets of 
Los Angeles can be seen in the background, lit up and
decorated for Christmas.

Bollywood Roundup

AR Rahman: It's not like I sit on my chair and magic happens

OOscar and Grammy-winning
Indian composer AR Rahman

feels it is very important to keep 
reinventing. For that, he says, he
keeps on challenging himself
because after sometime the magic
fades and the brain becomes numb.

"As humans, after a while, even
the best thing becomes boring. In
any event of life, that boredom is a
human quality. The only way to fight

it is reinvention, to do something,"
Rahman told IANS in an interview.

He continued: "There's an old
saying which goes something like
this: 'If you do something very well
with your right hand, then you should
try it with your left hand as well'. So,
get out of your comfort zone and
muscle memory to find new muscle
memories, find something new
through that process."

In reference to his work, he said:
"Even now, it's not like I go and sit on
my chair and magic happens. I keep
challenging myself because after a
while, the magic fades and the brain
becomes numb."

"I think when we're done with
something, we always tend to move
away from it," he shared, while using
food choices as an example.

"With food too, if you've had the
same dish for five days, you will get
bored. It's a human quality and so, I
want to try something else. I want to
try some other cuisine, you know?
So, this is human nature and even in
art, even in stories, even in film-
making, this is something which
we've always seen. We have to find
ways to stand out in order to break
the monotony," he explained.

Having started his journey in the
film industry with "Roja" in 1992,
Rahman went on to establish his 
signature of fusing various musical
elements in his compositions that
include the classical and the contem-
porary, and the very earthy sounds of
nature. His music changed the tunes
of Bollywood music, taking Indian
sounds on a global tour.
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TThe world of our TV celebrities seems to be full of love,
laughter and glamour, but there is a lot that cooks in

their personal lives. However they do not let it all affect
their beauty and professional lives. The women of our telly
world are not only shown to be strong in the shows but
have portrayed an equally stronger part in their lives.
Times of India takes a look at the leading ladies who have
stood strong…

Shweta Tiwari and her controversial life

The Kasauti Zindagi Kay actress, who is ageing in
reverse, first got married to actor Raja Choudhary at the
age of 18 and has a daughter Palak with him. She
divorced him later on grounds of domestic violence. Later
after many years she married Abhinav Kohli and has a son
Reyaansh with him. She filed a case against him and 
separated in 2019. Recently, Abhinav has had a lot to say
on their relationship and even blamed Shweta for keeping
Reyaansh away from him. The spat still goes on, but
Shweta hasn't said anything in public about it. The couple
is estranged. 

Mandira Bedi adopted a baby girl

Mandira Bedi, who became a household name in the

very start of her career with Shanti, has undergone a
major transformation in all these years. She has been bold
and upfront about whatever that has ever come her way,
be it her shoots, trolling, casting-couch. 

The fit and fine actress recently shared that she has
adopted a baby girl in her family with husband Raj
Kaushal and is happy to be a mother of two. Mandira
keeps sharing her happy moments with her son Vir and
daughter Tara. 

Achint Kaur is a single mother

Jamai Raja fame, Achint Kaur is a mother to a son in
his late 20s, Preetranjan. The actress who has redefined
beauty and grace with her powerful avatars, got married at
the early age of 18 but parted ways with her husband
soon. She got divorced when Preetranjan was almost 5 or
6 year old and has been taking care of him all by herself
ever since then. Achint has also been open about her live-
in relationship with ex-boyfriend Mohan Kapoor, with
whom she parted ways a few years ago. 

Sakshi Tanwar is a single mother to an 
adopted girl

Sakshi Tanwar, Parvati from the popular 'Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki', has been loved by the audience in what-

ever she does. She became a household name with her
first show and has been getting all the love by her fans
ever since then. 

Sakshi is a great actress and now a lovely mother too.
She became a mother to a little girl in 2018, when she
adopted her and named her Dityaa. 

Kamya Punjabi is open with her thoughts 
and opinions

This television actress, who is in headlines for the
views and opinions that she shares about the ongoing
Bigg Boss 14, has never been ashamed of letting out what
she feels. She became much more popular after her stint
in Bigg Boss 7. She parted ways with her first husband
and was a single mother to her daughter. In February
2020, she married Delhi-based doctor Shalabh Dang and
is happily leading her newlywed life with hubby and their
two kids. 

Urvashi Dholakia became a mother of two at 17

The actress got married at the very early age of 16 and
had twins at 17. She parted ways with her husband after
one and a half years of marriage and has raised her boys
on her own. She has a close and loving relationship with
her boys and enjoys hanging out with them a lot. She was
recently seen at Neha Kakkar's wedding, and it looks like
the lady is ageing in reverse. 

Shweta Tiwari to Mandira Bedi; TV actresses
who broke barriers and stood strong

SShe isn't called one of televi-
sion's most forthright

actresses just like that. Never
the one to hesitate sharing her
thoughts, Nia Sharma is known
for her fabulous Instagram 
pictures as much as she is
known for her acting prowess.
And while social media is cur-
rently flooded with pictures of
celebrities soaking in the sun in
the Maldives, the 'Jamai Raja'
and 'Naagin 4' actress shared
pictures of her Goan sojourn on
Instagram, reports Times of
India.

Sizzling in a neon pink
monokini, Nia looked as svelte
as ever and understandably,
her beach pics instantly went
viral. Talking about it, Nia said,
"There was no agenda or inspi-
ration behind posting my beach pictures
on Instagram. I had not gone on a holiday,
it was a work assignment in Goa, but the
property was so beautiful that I could not

help clicking pictures and posting them
online. Whenever I found time in-between
scenes, I used to run away to the beaches
and my camera would go click-click-click
because the sky, the sun and the beach

were so picturesque. I just could not stop
marvelling at the beauty of nature. My
work included scenes where I had to wear
a swimsuit, so I would post swimwear pic-
tures as well. But I didn't post them with

any agenda in mind or because I
wanted to post hot pictures."

Among the pictures Nia posted,
one was of herself in a blue bikini,
which she captioned, 'Flawsome,
cheers to our flaws and still being
awesome.' When asked what flaws
she was talking about, she said,
"By flaws, I was not hinting at my
own fitness levels. I was hinting at
the complimentary sun tan that I
got because of working so much
under the sun. It will take some
time for the tan to go. That's why I
captioned it as ''Flawsome'."

She added, "People should
understand that it takes a lot to slip
into a bikini and post pictures or
wear it for a work project. There are
many nights of eating nothing or
very little. Eating patterns get 

erratic. So, even for me, who might look fit
otherwise, a lot of hard work goes into the
days before I slip into a bikini. Like most
women, I also have bloating issues, etc."

Nia Sharma: People should know that it takes a lot to slip 
into a bikini and post pictures
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07.00 D.Anime: Teenie Weenie
07.39 D.Anime: Little Spirou
08.37 D.Anime: Astrolology
09.50 Magazine: Origami
10.00 Serial: Heidi, Bienvenida
12.00 Le Journal
12.25 Tele: Le Prix Du Désir
12.55 Local: Elle - No11
13.45 Local: Voyage Au Femini
14.30 D.Anime: Twirlywoos
14.41 D.Anime: Robot Trains
15.32 D.Anime: Yakari
17.05 D.Anime: Dragons
17.30 Serial: Backstage
18.00 Live: Samachar
18.30 Serial: Jamai Raja
19.30 Journal & La Meteo
20.10 Local: Priorite Sante
20.40 Local: MBC Prod
21.05 Film: Hollows Grove
23.00 Le Journal

01.32 Film: Signed, Sealed...
02.58 Serial: Chicago Med
03.38 Serial: Island Doctor
05.06 Tele: Totalement Diva
06.44 Film: Signed, Sealed...
09.00 Serial: Incorporated
09.45 Tele: Soleil Levant
10.35 Tele: Tanto Amor
11.00 Serial: Chicago Med
12.00 Serial: Island Doctor
13.30 Tele: Totalement Diva
14.48 Film: Signed, Sealed...
16.45 Serial: Incorporated
17.23 Serial: L.A.’s Finest
18.05 Tele: Soleif Levant
19.10 Tele: Tanto Amor
20.05 Tele: Le Prix Du Désir
20.30 Serial: L.A.’s Finest
21.15 Film: Woochi, Le Magicien...
23.25 Tele: Totalement Diva
00.16 Serial: Incorporated

08.00 Film: U R My Jaan
11.55 / 19.54 - 

Kahan Hum Kahan Tuam
12.23 / 20.11 - 

Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala
12.44 / 20.32 Radha Krishna
13.09 / 21.09 - Sanjivani
13.29 / 21.24 - Zindagi Ki Mehek
13.52 / 21.46 - 

Bade Acche Lagte Hai
14.12 / 21.59 - 

Jai Kanhaiya Lal Ki
14.32 / 22.25 - 

Ikyawann
15.30 Film: Toonpur Ka 

Superhero
Starring: Ajay Devgn, Kajol

18.00 Live: Samacher
18.30 Kundali Bhagya
18.51 Ek Rishta Saajhedari Ka

00.56 Serial: L.A.’S Finest
01.38 Film: Woochi, Le Magicien...
03.47 Serial: Chicago Med
04.28 Film: Miami Magma
05.55 Tele: Totalement Diva
06.46 Serial: L.A’S Finest
07.28 Film: Brush With Danger
09.00 Serial: Incorporated
09.45 Tele: Soleil Levant
10.35 Tele: Tanto Amor
11.00 Serial: Chicago Med
12.00 Film: Miami Magma
13.30 Tele: Totalement Diva
14.45 Film: Brush With Danger
16.40 Serial: Incorporated
17.27 Serial: L.A.’S Finest
18.05 Tele: Soleil Levant
19.00 Tele: Tanto Amor
20.05 Tele: Le Prix Du Désir
20.30 Serial: Seal Team
21.15 Serial: Island Doctor

00.20 Serial: Seal Team
01.26 Film: Shadow People
02.47 Serial: Chicago Med
05.21 Tele: Totalement Diva
06.14 Serial: Seal Team
06.55 Serial: Island Doctor
09.00 Serial: Incorporated
09.45 Tele: Soleil Levant
10.35 Tele: Tant Amor
11.00 Serial: Chicago Med
12.00 Serial: Sherlock
13.30 Tele: Totalement Diva
14.48 Serial: Island Doctor
16.40 Serial: Incorporated
17.23 Serial: Seal Team
18.05 Tele: Soleil Levant
19.00 Tele: Tanto Amor
20.08 Tele: Le Prix Du Désir
20.30 Serial: Seal Team
21.15 Film: The Ballad Of Lucy...
22.51 Tel: Totelement Diva

06.30 Local: Sur Prise
07.00 D. Anime: Teenie Weenie
09.50 Magazine: Origami
12.00 Le Journal
12.50 Local: Urban Gardens
13.00 Local: Groov’in
14.05 Local: Priorite Sante
14.30 D.Anime: Twirlywoos
14.40 D.Anime: Robot Trains
15.10 D.Anime: The Hive
15.44 D.Anime: Tempete De Boule..
16.05 D.Anime: Sissi, Jeune...
16.32 D.Anime: Rev & Roll, Amis...
16.52 D.Anime: Oum Le Dauphin...
17.05 D.Anime: Dragons: Par-Delà
17.30 Serial: Bacckstage
18.00 Live: Samachar
18.30 Serial: Jamai Raja
19.30 Journal & La Meteo
20.15 Prod: Lottotech
21.15 Film: Night Wolf
23.00 Local: Le Journal

MBC 1 MBC 2 MBC 2 MBC 3 MBC 3 
07.00 DDI Live
10.00 Serial: CID
10.43 Serial: Ye Vaada Raha
12.04 Film: Sun Meri Laila

Starring: Raj Kiran, Birbal, 

Deepika Chikhalia, Iftekhar

14.23 DDI Magazine
15.00 Mag: Comedy Classes
15.21 Serial: Honaar Soon Mee...
15.43 Serial: Mooga Manasulu
16.06 Serial: Apoorva Raagangal
16.32 Serial: Tu Ishq Hai
16.50 Mehandi Tohra Naam Ke
17.14 Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala
18.00 Serial: Bloody Romance
18.30 DDi Magazine
20.00 Tamil Programme
20.30 Film: Gunehgaar

Starring: Rishi Kapoor, 
P. Babi, Rajendra Kumar

22.19 DDI Live

10.00 Serial: Pyar Ka Dard Meetha
11.16 Serial: Suhani Si Ek Ladki
12.00 Film: Budtameez

Stars: Shammi Kappor, 
Sadhana

14.26 Mag: DDI Magazine
15.00 Serial: Comedy Classes
15.21 Honaar Soon Mee Hya... 
15.44 Mooga Manasulu
16.10 Apoorva Raagangal
16.30 Serial: Tu Ishq Hai
16.48 Achra Ke Moti
17.12 Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala
17.33 Serial: Kulvadhu
18.00 Serial: Bloody Romance
18.30 Serial: DDI Magazine
19.00 Live: Zournal Kreol
19.30 DDI Magazine
20.00 Programme In Marathi
21.00 Film: Deva - Ek Atrangi

Starring: Ankush chaudhari, 
Tejaswini Pandit,spruha Joshi...

06.00 Mag: REV: The Global Auto
06.26 Doc: Big Money
06.52 Mag: Check In
07.18 Mag: Urban Gardens
07.53 Doc: Les Artisans Du Rebut
08.42 Doc: Margherita S, La...
10.06 Doc: On Route 7 Into The...
11.33 Mag: REV: The Global Auto
12.25 Mag: Check In
12.51 Mag: Urdan Gardens
12.59 Mag: Made In Germany
13.25 Doc: Les Artisans Du Rebut
14.16 Doc: Margherita S, La...
15.11 Mag: Close Up
16.16 Doc: Germany??
17.31 Doc: Big Money
18.00 Mag: Motorweek
18.29 Doc: Welcome To Bangkok
19.00 Mag: Arts.21
20.05 Mag: Tendance XXI
20.29 Mag: Vue D’en Haut
21.00 Local: News (English)

06.00 Mag: Eco@Africa
06.26 Mag: Arts And Culture
07.00 Mag: Voa Connected
08.00 Doc: Amazing Gardens
08.46 Doc: 360 GEO
10.04 Mag: Washington Forum
11.19 Mag: Eco@Africa
11.58 Mag: World Stories
12.09 Mag: Voa Connected
12.37 Mag: Urban Gardens
12.42 Mag: In Good Shape
13.08 Doc: Amazing Gardens
14.06 Doc: 360 GEO
14.58 Doc: Global 3000
15.24 Mag: Washington Forum
16.35 Mag: Eco@Africa
17.30 Mag: Voa Connected
18.27 Doc: Big Money
19.00 Student Support Prog...
19.34 Mag: Made In Germany
20.05 Doc: Les Artisans Du Rebut

06.00 Local: Klip Seleksion
06.45 Entrepreneuriat Au Feminin
09.50 Mag: Origami
10.00 Serial: Heidi, Bienvenida A...
11.10 Tele: Au Nom De L’amour
12.00 Le Journal
12.25 Tele: Le Prix Du Désir
12.50 Local: RDV Muzikal
13.50 Local: Zanfan Nou Zil
14.30 D.Anime:Twirlywoos
15.10 D.Anime: The Hive
15.18 D.Anime: Les Triples
15.44 D.Anime: Tempete De Boule...
16.05 D.Anime: Sissi, Jeune...
16.32 D.Anime: Rev & Roll, Amis...
18.00 Live: Samachar
18.30 Jamai Raja
18.55 Local: Chaar Dham Tirth...
19.30 Le Journal
20.20 Film: Saand Ki Annkh
23.00 Local: Le Journal

10.00 Karm Phal Data Shani
12.05 Film: Chor Ke Ghar Chor

Starring: Ashok Kumar , Zeenat 
Aman, Randhir Kapoor

15.00 Serial: Comedy Classes
15.21 Honaar Soon Mee Hya 

Gharchi
15.43 Mooga Manasulu
16.06 Apoorva Raagangal
16.29 Serial: Tu Ishq Hai
16.51 Serial: Achra Ke Moti
17.13 Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala
17.31 Local: Amrit Vaani
18.00 Serial: Bloody Romance
18.30 Serial: Ghar Pahucha Da 

Devi Maiya
20.00 Local: Les Grandes Lignes
21.15 Film: The Midnight Swim

Starring: Lindsay Burdge, 
Jennifer Lafleur, Aleksa 
Palladino
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06.00 Mag: Motorweek
06.25 Doc: Welcome To Bangkok
06.52 Mag: Arts.21
07.18 Doc: Urban Gardens
08.47 Doc: Zenith
11.45 Doc: Welcome To Bangkok
12.11 Mag: Arts.21
12.31 Mag: Urban Gardens
12.45 Doc: Garden Party
13.42 Mag: Vue D’en Haut
16.38 Mag: Motorweek
18.00 Mag: Eco India
18.30 Mag: Shift
19.05 Student Support Prog...
19.30 Mag: Tomorrow Today
20.05 Doc: Portraits Of Marie...
21.10 Local: News (English)
21.10 Doc: 360 GEO
22.29 Doc: Africa Rising 
23.06 Doc: Chocolate’s
23.48 Mag: Eco India

08.00 Film: Toonpur Ka 
Superhero

12.04 / 20.06 - 
Kahan Hum Kahan Tuam

12.23 / 20.26 - 
Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala

12.47 / 20.46 Radha Krishna
13.09 / 21.09 - Sanjivani
13.31 / 21.31 - Zindagi Ki Mehek
13.54 / 21.46 - 

Bade Acche Lagte Hai
14.20 / 21.59 - Jai Kanhaiya Lal..
14.36 / 22.25 - Ikyawann
15.30 Film: Challo Driver

Starring: Kainaz Motivala, 
Vickrant Mahajan, Prem 
Chopra, Manoj Pahwa, Tariq 
Vasudeva

18.00 Live: Samachar
18.30 Kumkum Bhagya
18.51 Ek Rishta Saajhedari Ka
19.13 Mere Angne Mein

08.00 Film: Challo Driver
12.03 / 19.54 - 

Kahan Hum Kahan Tuam
12.26 / 20.11 - 

Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala
12.47 / 20.32 Radha Krishna
13.09 / 21.09 - Sanjivani
13.31 / 21.24 - Zindagi Ki Mehek
13.56 / 21.46 - 

Bade Acche Lagte Hai
14.20 / 21.59 - 

Jai Kanhaiya Lal Ki
14.36 / 22.25 - 

Ikyawann
15.20 Film: Main Krishna Hoon

Starring: Juhi Chawla, Paresh 
Ganatra, Namit Shah, Hrithik 
Roshan, Katrina Kaif

18.30 Kundali Bhagya
18.52 Ek Rishta Saajhedari Ka
19.12 Mere Angne Mein

HHoolllloowwss  GGrroovvee
Avec: Mykelti Williamson, Lance

Henriksen, Matthew Carey

Mardi 8 Dec - 21.05

Mercredi 9 Dec - 21.15

Jeudi 10 Dec
- 20.20

Stars: Taapsee Pannu, Bhumi Pednekar, 
Prakash Jha, Viineet Kumar

Stars: Juhi Chawla, Paresh Ganatra, Namit
Shah, Hrithik Roshan, Katrina Kaif

Jeudi 3 Dec -
15.20

Jeudi 10 Dec - 21.15

Night Wolf

Avec: Glenn Close, Jena Malone,
Bruce McGill
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IIhave pasted below an article from The
Wall Street Journal. This is scary. Many

Americans, too many, think ("think" is a
loose word in this context) that the Covid-
19 virus is a hoax.

How is it that in a country of relatively
well-educated people with virtually 
limitless access to information and
sources of knowledge this could happen?

Consider this: 
Too many people also think that the

results of the election are a hoax. Well, a
partial hoax. The HoaxMeister in Chief
doesn't think there is anything amiss about
the fact that the Republicans really scored
a massive victory against the Democrats in
down-ballot races while he lost to Biden.
Nor does he think that it is a mistake that
he got 74 million votes. But, he declares,
there is no way that Biden could have 
garnered 80 million votes.

What we are seeing is a classic 
example of cognitive dissonance given a
push in the derriere from confirmation bias.

Before November 3, the Democrats
were yapping on about Russian inter-
ference in our presidential election and
that Russia wanted Trump to win. That
itself was a curious position because
Biden has always been soft on Russia and
indeed on China and Iran as well. 

The Republicans countered that elec-
tion interference was coming from Beijing
and Teheran as well, and that was in
favour of Biden. The Republicans did not
explain why China would want to replace a
largely ineffective Trump with an unpre-
dictable Biden who may soon be succeed-
ed by Harris.

With the election over and Biden the
(apparent) President-elect, the Democrats
are totally silent about Russian inter-
ference. It is obvious to them that if Biden
won, the Russkies didn't interfere. 

Meanwhile, the Republicans are not
claiming Chinese or Iranian interference,
but allege three or four different types of
fraud: 1. that Dominion's voting machine
software was used to switch votes from
Trump to Biden; 2. mail-in ballots were
sent to non-residents and deceased 
persons and those ballots were returned
and counted; 3. Republican polls watchers
were denied access or excluded from
polling areas when votes were counted
and somehow this increased Biden's vote
totals; and, 4. people voted more than

once or ballots were counted more than
once.

The curious thing is that the hand
recount in Georgia confirmed the results of
the first count and then a machine recount
confirmed that the first two counts were
correct. 

However, the Republicans claim this
result is a hoax because signatures were
not matched. But how about the fact that
these recounts establish beyond cavil that
votes were not counted more than once?

After the 2016 election, Adam Schiff
and Jerrold Nadler insisted there was
Russian interference in the 2016 election
and worse, that the Trump campaign 
colluded with Russia.

I have written more than once that the
claim of Russia collusion was nonsense.
As we know from analysis of the 2016
results that have been published-and 
previously linked by me-Trump won in
2016 by 77,000 votes in a few counties in
three states. 

It is inconceivable that the Russkies
knew more about American electoral
demographics than all the election consul-
tants and strategists armed with powerful
computers or that the Russkies were able
to deploy 77,000 votes in Pennsylvania,
Michigan, and Wisconsin.

This time, we are asked to believe that

someone, not identified,
managed to give Biden
14 million more votes
than Hillary got in 2016
while giving Trump 11
million more votes than
he got in 2016, and dis-
tribute the votes in such
a way that Biden won
many states including
some not necessary for
him to have secured an
electoral vote majority
of 270.

Is it any wonder that
so many Americans are
willing to believe that

their eyes and ears are lying to them?
Cheerz...

Bwana

P.S. I deny that the foregoing was written
by a Russian, Chinese or Iranian bot.

Hoaxes: Of the election and Covid-19 virus

Anil Madan

Breakfast With Bwana

DDr Michaela Schulte works overnight
shifts at St. Luke's Health System

hospitals near Boise, Idaho, treating some
of the hundreds of critically ill Covid-19
patients filling hospital beds in her state
during the most severe period of the pan-
demic so far.She, like many other health-
care workers, faces yet another challenge
in keeping up with the recent surge in
coronavirus cases: A number of people in
her community say the virus isn't as bad
as public-health and news reports indi-
cate-and some say it isn't real.

Outside the hospital-at the grocery-
store checkout line after work, or through
family friends-Dr Schulte says she hears
people calling the virus a hoax and saying
medical professionals are exaggerating
the severity. The disbelief, on top of the
relentless physical and mental demands
of their jobs during the pandemic, is 
draining many hands-on medical workers
and making it even harder for them to 
provide care, they say.

"We see what is happening-and then
to reconcile that with some of the disbelief
that you run into is very hard," Dr Schulte
said. "It's a parallel universe."

Covid denial, as some health-care
workers call it, can take forms ranging
from a belief that Covid-19 is no more
serious than a routine cold, or a belief that
face masks aren't effective at slowing the
spread, to the idea that the pandemic is
an elaborate hoax.

An Axios-Ipsos survey in September
found that 36% of people believe fewer
Americans are dying from Covid-19 than
the number of deaths reported, an

increase from 23% who believed that was
the case in May.

A protester's sign in Boston doubted
the pandemic's legitimacy in August.
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University of Southern California
researchers surveyed 5,770 people in
November and found 4.6% agreed or
strongly agreed that "wearing a mask is
unnecessary because coronavirus is not
a serious threat to people like me," down
from about 5% in June.

As hospitalizations nationwide hit
record highs, many hospitals have can-
celled elective procedures to preserve
capacity and are struggling to keep up
with staffing demands for intensive-care
nurses and respiratory therapists. Many
clinicians worry about the toll that wide-
spread public doubts and misinformation
about the coronavirus are taking on their
institution's overall ability to provide 
medical care, because individuals who
don't take precautions risk becoming ill
and contributing to the spread.

Ashley Bartholomew, who recently left

her job as a nurse in El Paso, Texas,
recalled a Covid-19 patient in early
November who, as she wheeled him out
of the intensive-care unit where he had
been treated, equated the coronavirus to
the flu and said the media was exaggera-
ting the threat.

She told him he was the first Covid-19
patient she had treated all day who was
able to converse with her. And she told
him that she was treating the sickest
patients she had seen in 10 years as a
nurse.

He appeared to grasp the seriousness
of the virus, she said, adding that he
thanked her for sharing her experience
and said he had been mistaken.

"The gravity of it was so heavy," said
Ms. Bartholomew, who recently stopped
working to care for her three young 
children as her family prepares to move.
She tweeted about the incident with the
patient.

She remains concerned about the
effects of Covid-19 misinformation when a
vaccine becomes available in coming
months. "Most of the time, if I test your
cholesterol and show you a number, you
believe us," Ms. Bartholomew said. "You
believed us with everything else-and
you're not now."

Some 42% of Americans have said
they wouldn't get vaccinated, according to
a Gallup Panel survey of 2,985 adults
conducted between Oct. 19 and Nov. 1.
Most of those who said they would refuse
cited the fast development timeline as
well as safety concerns, while others cited
distrust of vaccines in general, politiciza-
tion of the vaccine or the belief that a 
vaccine isn't necessary.
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Covid-19 disbelief saddles health-care workers with another challenge
Doctors and nurses worry that community skepticism about coronavirus will hurt

efforts to limit it. A report by Sarah Krouse of The Wall Street Journal


